Statement

of Heritage

Impact

Statement of heritage impact for:

Las Iguanas

15-17 The Brunswick Centre
Marchmont Street

Brunswick Square

London

WC1N 1AF
This statement forms part of the statement of

environmental effects for:

Installation of a new projecting sign.
.
Date:  20th June 2017
Reference
The Brunswick Centre is a Grade II listed, mixed-use shopping & residential development located in Russell Square / Bloomsbury. The centre is bounded by Brunswick Square to the east & Marchmont Street to the west. It is also located within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.
Address and property description:
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London
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Character of the Listed Building and Conservation Area

The Historic England listing (ref: 1246230) states that the listed building, which comprises the complete Brunswick Centre, is a 1967-72 two linked blocks of 560 flats, incorporating rows of shops at raised ground level over basement car -parking on two levels, with attached workshops,ramps and steps. The key features identified are metal windows, and metal balustrading to concrete balconies and regularly spaced lift-shafts, staircases and ventilator towers. The listing describes the shopping centres as;

“the structure is left open save for the cinema, largely glazed and with glazed doors. The

internal finishes of the flats, shops and cinema have been inspected and are not of special

interest”.

Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy (2011)

The Bloomsbury Conservation Area and Appraisal and Management Strategy defines the special interest of the Conservation Area in order that its key attributes are understood and can be protected, and that measures are put in place to ensure appropriate enhancement of the area. The Brunswick Centre is described as a post-war monolithic concrete megastructure occupying an entire street block on the west side of Brunswick Square. There are elements of the streetscape surrounding the Brunswick Centre which are of interest and since its refurbishment the shops and restaurants grouped around its open-air precinct have become a popular focal point. The

Brunswick Centre is not mentioned as having any shopfronts, or internal fit outs, of conservational merit.

Contribution of the Site

The Brunswick Centre as described in the Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal as a large mixed residential and retail scheme which remains true to the character of the Conservation Area through the strong parapet lines, use of banding to articulate storey heights, long, continuous frontages of development, a relatively consistent and close relationship to the street and generally rectilinear form of blocks.

The application site, a small part of the Brunswick Centre, was previously home to a restaurant and still holds permission for restaurant and café use (Class A3). In isolation it makes no specific contribution to the character of the conservation area or indeed the listed building – it is only one part of this monolithic structure.

The Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal, and Historic England, both note that the internal aspects of the Brunswick Centre are of no particular merit or interest. The external elevations comprise metal windows, metal balustrading and concrete. The Historic England listing makes note of the glazed windows glazed doors which appears to be a key feature in the shops here. Collectively the commercial units are thought to make a positive contribution to the wider listed building and the conservation area.

Impact of the Proposed Works

The proposed projecting sign in this application will not have a major adverse impact on the Listed Building or the Conservation Area. The site already has permission for Class A3 use and has already benefited from a restaurant fit-out.
