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- The bricks reclaimed from the existing warehouse have been impounded as the contractor storing 

them has been liquidated.

- The ‘perforated’ single skin brick bond was not feasible to build in a wall 2m high

- A double skin wall does not let any light through

- The ‘Hit and Miss’ holes in the wall created a clear security issue

Therefore it is proposed to construct the wall as a simple brick wall from the same bricks as the 

remainder of the development.

Without the ‘authenticity’ of the original bricks, it is not seen as a valuable exercise to use a different 

reclaimed or historic brick.

1 . 1 	 T H E  I S S U E S
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1 . 2 	 B I R K E N H E A D  B O U N D A R Y  W A L L  A T  P L A N N I N G

Drawing extract from the original planning document showing the Birkenhead  boundary wall, and 

the extent of the ‘hit and miss’ brickwork and where it occurs along the boundary.

Annotated drawings highlighting the proximity to private residential balconies, which poses an 

obvious security risk.
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Windows and balconies with 
integral screening.
Architect: Allies & Morrison

Varying reveals to articulate forms and massing.
Architect: Panter Hudspith

Upper storey flats glazed to the north and south with 
private terraces.

Lightweight, complementary upper 
storeys.
Architect: Duggan Morris

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 2.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard size, colour and type 
to be agreed.

Re-used, reclaimed brick from the existing building.

Anodised aluminium thermally broken double glazed windows and 
doors.

Painted steel balcony / balustrade

Glass balustrade.

Anodised aluminium cladding.

Refuse / Recycling store with anodized aluminium access doors.

Raised planting beds.

Bio-Diverse green roof.

Concrete fascia.
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Projecting balconies - Flat steel section 
balustrades.
Architect: Tony Fretton

Residential Entrance - Individual dwelling.

Residential Entrance - Communal

B1 Entrance.

Cafe / Gallery Entrance

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 1.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard size, colour and type 
to be agreed.
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Re-used, reclaimed bricks at ground & lower ground floor.16.
B Heights Amended 16/02/15 PP

C Flue added to drawing

Area of consented ‘Hit and Miss’ brickwork

277A GRAYS INN ROAD

WEST ELEVATION - EXTRACT (i)

2-10 Adam Street, 
London WC2N 6AA 
www.materialarchitects.co.uk

Project:
277a Grays Inn Road
Drawing:
Elevation Detail
West Elevation
Extract (i)
Scale:
1:50@A2
Drawing Number:
126 - 1505
Date:
June 2014
Status:
PLANNING
Revisions:
A: 00.00.00  - Revisions

MATERIAL

©  Material Architects Ltd.   No implied licence exists. This drawing must not 
be used to calculate areas for the purposes of valuation. Do not scale this 
drawing for construction.  All dimensions to be checked on site by the 
contractor and such dimensions to be their resposibility.  All work must 
comply with relevant British Standards & Building Regulations.  Drawing 
errors and omissions to be reported to the Architect.

0

Architects             126

1.0 3.0m

EXTRACT (i) FROM WEST ELEVATION - FACING BIRKENHEAD ESTATE (READ WITH DRAWING No 1506) EXTRACT FROM SECTION B

New facing brick in complementary tone and texture utilised with 
locallised areas of re-used London stock brick. 

Integrated Soft Landscaping 
thoughout.
Bio-Diverse & Sedum roofs.

Areas of relief in the brick work 
and changes in bond & colour

Metallic finishes used in contrast to the brick texture.
Anodised Aluminium windows. Darker tonal colours to 
complement the brick.

Individual & shared residential entrances differentiated.  Brick & 
Buff sandstone paving.

Open space and commercial entrances.  Mid & warm grey granite 
paving.

Material Notes

Consented ‘Hit and Miss’ brickwork 

proximity to private terrace / balcony

Consented areas of ‘Hit and Miss’ brickwork along the Birkenhead boundary wall.
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1 . 3 	 I S S U E S  W I T H  T H E  ‘ H I T  A N D  M I S S ’  D E T A I L

‘Hit and Miss’ brickwork when approached from 

the Birkenhead Estate offer climbing opportunities 

directly onto residential balconies.

Consented wall as viewed form Birkenhead Estate.Consented wall as viewed from proposal side.

Buttressing is required for structural stability, creating 

dark spots and reduction of amenity space.

The wall needs to be two bricks thick to be structurally 

stable, meaning less light can get through.
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1 . 4 	 T H E  B R I C K S

The bricks from the existing warehouse were reclaimed at the time of demolition and sent for storage 

off site at the demolition contractors yard.

The bricks organised ready for collection can be seen in the image to the left.

Unfortunately in the interim the contractor has become bankrupt.  This means that all the assets 

in their yard were seized by the liquidator - including the bricks they were storing on behalf of 

Regal Homes.

This means that they will not be able to be used within the project. 

We believe the best way to move forward in this scenario is to use bricks matching the remainder of 

the development as it seems ‘inauthentic’ to use a reclaimed brick form another location that does 

not embody the history of the site.
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1 . 5 	 T H E  P R O P O S E D  W A L L

Due to the issues highlighted previously with the consented ‘Hit and Miss’ brickwork wall, we are 

proposing a solid brickwork wall to the Birkenhead boundary. 

The proposed solid brickwork wall will alleviate any security risks whilst the matching brickwork will 

complement the scheme beyond.

NOTES

This drawing is prepared for the purposes of a planning 
application and to show design intent only. The information 
contained herein must not be used for costing, construction, 
engineering or any other purposes without agreement in writing 
from Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd.
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Detail section of the solid brickwork wall as viewed from the Birkenhead estate, and development 

side of the scheme.

Solid brickwork to the Birkenhead boundary wall. Solid brickwork as viewed from development side.




