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1 . 0  C O N C R E T E  E L E M E N T S

1 . 1  W H A T  I S  C O N S E N T E D ? 

The planning consent identifies several areas of concrete canopies.

These are primarily at main core entrances or private residential entrance doors to town houses / 

duplexes.  In the planning document they are labelled as ‘concrete fascia/canopy’.

The section markers shown relate to diagrams on the next page.

Extract from original consent drawing 126_1503
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NOTES

This drawing is prepared for the purposes of a planning application and 
to show design intent only. The information contained herein must not be 
used for costing, construction, engineering or any other purposes without 
agreement in writing from Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd.
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Sketch card model - Front view

EXTRACT FROM UPPER GROUND FLOOR PLAN

EXTRACT FROM SECTION B

NOTES:

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 1.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 2.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Anodised aluminium thermally broken double glazed windows and 
doors

Anodised aluminium cladding

Concrete  fascia / canopy

Concrete  capping stone

Painted steel balcony / balustrade

Raised planting  beds.

Bio-Diverse green roof

Paving TYPE 1 - Individual  Entrance 

Paving TYPE 2 - Communal Entrance

Paving TYPE 3 - Open Space

Fixed glass panel

Raised garden - visual amenity only
Access for maintenance

Fixed frosted glass panel

Skyligh t 

Secure bike storage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

A Heights Amended 10/02/15 PP

Open space and commercial entrances.  Mid & warm grey granite 
paving.

2.

3.
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1 . 2  T H E  D E S I G N  P R I N C I P L E

From our last conversation, the principle behind the design is to mimic industrial buildings with 

concrete frames to evoke the history of the site as a light industrial building.

In those buildings the canopies are typically formed as a simple extension of the slab as illustrated 

in the drawing to the far left (1.).

1 . 3  W H Y  C A N ’ T  W E  P R O V I D E  T H I S ?

There are two main reasons we can’t simply extend the slab outwards.

The first is related to energy loss.  In modern buildings it is not permitted to continue elements from 

inside, within the insulated zone, to outside.  This is to limit the ability of the warm floor slab to 

radiate heat into the atmosphere.  This could  be overcome with the use of thermal break connectors.

However, this is not possible, due to the proposed arrangement of the concrete elements, as 

illustrated in adjacent diagrams.

At the residential core entrances,  the canopy is set considerably below the floor slab.

At the private residential door entrances, the door sits in front of the stair at a half level, meaning 

there is no slab behind the wall to fix.

Typical planning 
floor zone

Zone where canopy 
is shown on 
planning drawings

Stair well

First floor

Cantilever giving 
simple continuity

The principle is to replicate traditional warehouse 

buildings but to modern standards

However, the alignment shown in the consent does not 

allow this simple approach as some canopies are shown 

lower than the floor slabs

In some places, such as the town houses, there is no 

slab to extend as the canopy sits in front of stairwell.

A thermal break 
could be applied to 

prevent heat loss

Canopy height

600mm min

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.3.
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It is established that the canopies do not work in the same way as the design from which they take 

precedent - the canopies cannot be a simple extension of the slab.

What this means is that they must be supported separately from the slabs.

The drawings here show the relationships of the concrete masses proposed in the consent to the 

‘real life’ build ups.

In each case, significant secondary supports would be needed to support the pretence that the slab 

extends out of the building.

In the case of the town house structure, it may simply not be possible to provide a steel frame that 

sits within the wall build up and can hold up a mass of concrete of the size required.

1 . 4  A N  I S S U E  O F  W E I G H T ?

Significant extra steelwork would be needed here to connect the canopy 

back to the slab above and there would be significant extra load on the 

underside of the brick support angle

Here, a 600mm minimum canopy is required for life time homes purposes.  

A solid concrete canopy of this size would be very difficult to support with 

no slab to connect to.
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Instead of using solid concrete or concrete panels, a lighter weight material should be used.

As we have shown earlier, the primary structure cannot extend out to create the features, so 

secondary steel structure will be needed.  A lighter weight approach significantly reduces the amount 

of secondary steel needed.

Our proposal is to use fibre cement panels, a dense cladding panel which has a very similar 

appearance to concrete which is composed, as the name suggests, of cement which is of course a 

primary component of concrete.

To the left are examples of this product used as a canopy and also separately as cladding.

1 . 5  A N  A L T E R N A T I V E  A P P R O A C H

Fibre cement cladding panelsA panellised canopy in Hackney
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‘Moulded’ Corners are possible in fibre cement, so the leading edge of each detail will be formed 

from a U shaped piece to give the impression of mass.

The soffit will be panellised to the typical sizes of the fibre cement panels, similarly to the example 

shown on the previous page.

The panellised nature of the design also allows proper waterproofing to be provided from folded 

aluminium plates above the canopies where appropriate.

In the case of the communal entrances, a simple ‘unistrut’ metal framing should be able to hold the 

canopy in place beneath the soffit.

In the case of the town house canopy which cantilevers further, a steel frame will provide structure.  

With this lighter weight material it should be possible to conceal the steelwork within the wall 

build up. 

1 . 6  T H E  D E T A I L
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This drawing is prepared for the purposes of a planning application and 
to show design intent only. The information contained herein must not be 
used for costing, construction, engineering or any other purposes without 
agreement in writing from Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd.

STATUS

W
au

gh
Th

is
tle

to
n

ar
ch

ite
ct

s

Job

Title

Date

Scale

Drawn

REV COMMENTS DATE CHK

277a Grays Inn Road

February 2015

PP

12
6-

15
01

Elevation Detail Courtyard

1:50 @ A2

Homes Front Elevation

EXTRACT  FROM  UPPER  GROUND  FLOOR  PLAN

EXTRACT  FROM  UPPER  GROUND  FLOOR  PLAN

3

7

6

1

5

16

6

7

17

4

1

3

16

14

6

12

15

9

10

Sketch card model - Front view

EXTRACT FROM UPPER GROUND FLOOR PLAN

EXTRACT FROM SECTION B

NOTES:

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 1.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 2.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Anodised aluminium thermally broken double glazed windows and 
doors

Anodised aluminium cladding

Concrete  fascia / canopy

Concrete  capping stone

Painted steel balcony / balustrade

Raised planting  beds.

Bio-Diverse green roof

Paving TYPE 1 - Individual  Entrance 

Paving TYPE 2 - Communal Entrance

Paving TYPE 3 - Open Space

Fixed glass panel

Raised garden - visual amenity only
Access for maintenance

Fixed frosted glass panel

Skyligh t 

Secure bike storage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

A Heights Amended 10/02/15 PP

Open space and commercial entrances.  Mid & warm grey granite 
paving.

1.

1. 1.

2.

2.

Communal canopy, view from above Communal canopy, view from below

Town house / duplex canopy
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In other areas of the design we are also seeking to omit concrete cladding.

In the area to the rear of the duplexes facing the Birkenhead Estate we feel concrete or fibre cement 

cladding adds an unnecessary level of complexity to the design of the cladding by adding in difficult 

flashing details between materials.  It is also not viewed from anywhere in the public realm and may 

not even be clearly visible from the back yards of the homes themselves due to the narrowness of 

the lightwell.

It will be replaced with brickwork.

For further information on the areas of concrete within the elevation, please refer to 

elevation drawings 1_529-A-PL-550.

We have prepared a separate document regarding the changes to the office layout that have 

changed the design of the elevation there.  Because of the design changes to that area we also 

seek to omit concrete fascia cladding in that area.  

It will be replaced by metal cladding to match the metal cladding elsewhere in the scheme.

1 . 7  O T H E R  A R E A S  O F  C O N C R E T E
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This drawing is prepared for the purposes of a planning application and 
to show design intent only. The information contained herein must not be 
used for costing, construction, engineering or any other purposes without 
agreement in writing from Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd.
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West Elevation Extract (i)

New facing brick in complementary tone and texture utilised with 
locallised areas of re-used London stock brick. 

Integrated Soft Landscaping 
thoughout.
Bio-Diverse & Sedum roofs.

Areas of relief in the brick work 
and changes in bond & colour

Metallic finishes used in contrast to the brick texture.
Anodised Aluminium windows. Darker tonal colours to 
complement the brick.

Individual & shared residential entrances differentiated.  Brick & 
Buff sandstone paving.

Open space and commercial entrances.  Mid & warm grey granite 
paving.

Material Notes
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NOTES:

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 1.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard size, colour and type 
to  be agreed.

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 2.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard size, colour and type 
to  be agreed.

Anodised aluminium thermally broken double glazed windows and 
doors

Anodised aluminium cladding

Concrete fascia / canopy

Concrete capping stone

Painted steel balcony / balustrade

Raised planting beds.

Bio-Diverse green roof

Paving TYPE 1  - Individual Entrance 

Paving TYPE 2  - Communal Entrance

Paving TYPE 3  - Open Space

Re-used, reclaimed brick from the  existing building.

New boundary wall to BH Estate rebuilt using reclaimed bricks. 
Height varies.
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EXTRACT (i) FROM WEST ELEVATION - FACING BIRKENHEAD ESTATE (READ WITH DRAWING No 1506)

A Heights Amended 10/02/15 PP
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This drawing is prepared for the purposes of a planning application and 
to show design intent only. The information contained herein must not be 
used for costing, construction, engineering or any other purposes without 
agreement in writing from Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd.
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NOTES:

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 1.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Proposed new facing brick TYPE 2.  Stock brick in running bond 
with flush mortar joints generally. Standard  size,  colour and type 
to be agreed.

Anodised aluminium thermally broken double glazed windows and 
doors

Anodised aluminium cladding

Concrete  fascia / canopy

Concrete  capping stone

Painted steel balcony / balustrade

Raised planting  beds.

Bio-Diverse green roof

Paving  TYPE 1 - Individual Entrance 

Paving  TYPE 2 - Communal Entrance

Paving  TYPE 3 - Open Space

Refuse / Recycling store with  anodized aluminium access doors

Fixed glass panel

Ventilation to Lower Ground Floor
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12.

13.

14.

15.

B1 OFFICE FRONTAGE 
FACING EAST 

CAFE-GALLERY FRONTAGE - B1 AND BLOCK A RESIDENTIAL ENTRANCE
EXTRACT FROM SECTION C 

New facing brick in complementary tone and texture  utilised with 
locallised areas of re-used London stock brick. 

Integrated Soft Landscaping 
thoughout.
Bio-Diverse & Sedum roofs.

Areas of relief in the brick work 
and changes in bond & colour

Metallic finishes used in contrast to the brick texture.
Anod ised Aluminium windows. Darker tona l colours to 
complement the brick.

Individua l & shared residential  entrances differentiated.  Brick & 
Buff sandstone paving.

Open space and commercial entrances.  Mid  & warm grey granite 
paving.

Material Notes

A Heights Amended 10/02/15 PP

Area of concrete to be 

replaced with brick

Area of concrete to be 

replaced with metal cladding




