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Glossary

General terms  

BGS 
British Geological Survey 

EA Environment Agency 

GeoSmart groundwater 
flood risk model 

GeoSmart’s national groundwater flood risk model takes advantage of all the 
available data and provides a preliminary indication of groundwater flood risk 
on a 50m grid covering England and Wales. The model indicates the risk of 
the water table coming within 1 m of the ground surface for an indicative 1 in 
200 year return period scenario. 

Dry-Island An area considered at low risk of flooding (eg. In a Flood Zone 1) that is 
entirely surrounded by areas at higher risk of flooding (eg. Flood Zone 2 and 
3) 

Flood resilience Flood resilience of wet-proofing accepts that water will enter the building, but 
through careful design will minimise damage and allow the re-occupancy of 
the building quickly. Mitigation measures that reduce the damage to a 
property caused by flooding can include water entry strategies, raising 
electrical sockets off the floor, hard flooring. 

Flood resistance Flood resistance, or dry-proofing, stops water entering a building. Mitigation 
measures that prevent or reduce the likelihood of water entering a property 
can include raising flood levels or installation of sandbags.  

Flood Zone 1 This zone has less than a 0.1% annual probability of river flooding 

Flood Zone 2 This zone has between 0.1 and 1% annual probability of river flooding and 
between 0.1% and 0.5 % annual probability sea flooding 

Flood Zone 3 This zone has more than a 1% annual probability of river flooding and 0.5% 
annual probability of sea flooding 

Functional Flood Plain 
An area of land where water has to flow or be stored in times of flood. 

Hydrologic model A computer model that simulates surface run-off or fluvial flow. The typical 
accuracy of hydrologic models such as this is ±0.25m for estimating flood 
levels at particular locations. 

OS 
Ordnance Survey 

Residual Flood Risk 
The flood risk remaining after taking mitigating actions. 

SFRA Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. This is a brief flood risk assessment provided 
by the local council 

SuDS A Sustainable drainage system (SuDS) is designed to replicate, as closely as 
possible, the natural drainage from the Site (before development) to ensure 
that the flood risk downstream of the Site does not increase as a result of the 
land being developed. SuDS also significantly improve the quality of water 
leaving the Site and can also improve the amenity and biodiversity that a site 
has to offer. There are a range of SuDS options available to provide effective 
surface water management that intercept and store excess run-off. Sites over 
1 Ha will usually require a sustainable drainage assessment if planning 
permission is required. The current proposal is that from April 2014 for more 
than a single dwelling the drainage system will require approval from the 
SuDs Approval Board (SABs). 
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Aquifer Types 
Principal aquifer These are layers of rock or drift deposits that have high intergranular and/or 

fracture permeability - meaning they usually provide a high level of water 
storage. They may support water supply and/or river base flow on a strategic 
scale.  In most cases, principal aquifers are aquifers previously designated as 
major aquifer. 

Secondary A 
aquifer 

Permeable layers capable of supporting water supplies at a local rather than 
strategic scale, and in some cases forming an important source of base flow to 
rivers. These are generally aquifers formerly classified as minor aquifers. 

Secondary B 
aquifer 

Predominantly lower permeability layers which may store and yield limited 
amounts of groundwater due to localised features such as fissures, thin 
permeable horizons and weathering. These are generally the water-bearing 
parts of the former non-aquifers. 

Secondary 
undifferentiated 

Has been assigned in cases where it has not been possible to attribute either 
category A or B to a rock type.  In most cases, this means that the layer in 
question has previously been designated as both minor and non-aquifer in 
different locations due to the variable characteristics of the rock type. 

Unproductive 
Strata 

These are rock layers or drift deposits with low permeability that has negligible 
significance for water supply or river base flow. 

NPPF (2012) terms 
Exception test Applied once the sequential test has been passed. For the exception test to be 

passed it must be demonstrated that the development provides wider 
sustainability benefits to the community that outweigh flood risk and a site-
specific FRA must demonstrate that the development will be safe for its lifetime 
taking account of the vulnerability of its users, without increasing flood risk 
elsewhere, and, where possible, will reduce flood risk overall. 

Sequential test Aims to steer new development to areas with the lowest probability of flooding. 

Essential 
infrastructure 

Essential infrastructure includes essential transport infrastructure, essential 
utility infrastructure and wind turbines. 

Water compatible Water compatible land uses include flood control infrastructure, water-based 
recreation and lifeguard/coastal stations. 

Less vulnerable Less vulnerable land uses include police/ambulance/fire stations which are not 
required to be operational during flooding and buildings used for 
shops/financial/professional/other services. 

More vulnerable More vulnerable land uses include hospitals, residential institutions, buildings 
used for dwelling houses/student halls/drinking establishments/hotels and sites 
used for holiday or short-let caravans and camping. 

Highly vulnerable Highly vulnerable land uses include police/ambulance/fire stations which are 
required to be operational during flooding, basement dwellings and 
caravans/mobile homes/park homes intended for permanent residential use. 
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Appendix A 
Existing and proposed development plans 
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Appendix B 
Commercial flood report 
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