
The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine  | Conservation Management Plan | August 2013 | Job Ref: 526A | DRAFT 4 | 

RICHARD GRIFFITHS ARCHITECTS

41

Fig 53C. Iconography of empire and animals: 
Africa House Kingsway 

Fig 53D. Animal effigies and protest: the 
“Brown Dog” riots, 1907 

Fig 53E. Ceremonial burning of vermin as part of anti-slum campaign of Somers Town 
Housing Association, 1931

Fig 53F. 
Decoration at 
LSHTM 
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In the following section of the Plan we set out the draft gazetteer for 
individual spaces within the building. Spaces have been categorised as 
“highly significant”, “significant” or “neutral“. 

x� Highly significant spaces are those where the 1929 fabric is 
wholly or largely intact. Such areas should be conserved and 
original features repaired or replaced to match as closely as 
possible. 

x� Significant spaces are those where some elements of the 1929 
fabric are intact. In such areas original elements should be 
conserved and repaired wherever possible.  

x� Neutral spaces are those where no elements of 1929 fabric 
remain. 

In the Policies section of the Plan we propose ways in which the needs 
of conservation can be balanced against the School’s need to adapt 
and modify its building in the future.

In the accompanying floor plans we show the distribution of the three 
categories of “significance” across the building. 

Gazetteer
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Heritage significance

Fig 54. Lower ground floor
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Heritage significance

Fig 55. Ground floor
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Heritage significance

Fig 56. First floor



The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine  | Conservation Management Plan | August 2013 | Job Ref: 526A | DRAFT 4 | 

RICHARD GRIFFITHS ARCHITECTS

46

Heritage significance

Fig 57. Second floor
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Heritage significance

Fig 58. Third floor
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Heritage significance

Fig 59. Fourth floor
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Heritage significance

Fig 60. Fifth floor Fig 61. Sixth floor
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Gazetteer of heritage significance
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Fig. G4  vaults 39-51, Malet Street

Fig. G1  workshop, room B16 Fig. G2  vaults 1-15, Gower Street

Fig. G3  entrance to vaults 22-32, Malet Street

Fig.G5  computer room LG02 Fig. G6  original riser, LG11
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Fig. G10  accountant’s office (G03), wirh original 
shelving niche

caption caption

Fig. G9 lower ground floor corridor

Fig. G11 doors between original board room and staff 
common room (G04-5)

Fig. G12   doors from original board room (G04) to 
corridor

Fig. G8  original wash basins in LG43Fig. G7  restaurant, LG26
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Fig, G13  terrazzo wall finish in corridor G04a Fig. G14  corridor G60

Fig. G15 sign on door to G17a

Fig, G16   Director’s offices Fig. G17 Director’s offices Fig. G18  Director’s offices 
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Fig. G19 Director’s offices Fig. G20 Director’s offices Fig. G21  Director’s offices

Fig. G22 
Director’s 
offices

Fig. G23 
Director’s 
offices

Fig. G24 
Director’s 
offices
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Fig. G25  Director’s offices Fig. G26 Director’s offices Fig. GA 27 original ironmongery in corridor G49

Fig. GA 28 
Original doors 
to Library at 
room 163

Fig. GA 29 
Original doors to 
Library at room 
163

Fig. GA 30 Library 
details 
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Fig. GA36 
original library 
signage

Fig. GA  31 original library signage Fig. GA 32 original doors and added services in room 163 Fig. GA 33 Library room 102

Fig. GA 34 Library room 102

Fig. GA 35 
Library room 
102
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Fig. GA 42 Library 
room 100

Fig. GA 37 Library room 102 Fig. GA 38 Library room 101 Fig. GA 39 Library room 101

Fig. GA 40 
Library room 101

Fig. GA 41 
Library lobby 
168
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Fig. GA 43 Library room 100 Fig. GA 44 Library room 100 

Fig. GA 45 Library room 101  

Fig. GA 46 Library balcony and the original clock

Fig. GA 47 original library 
doors room 100 

Fig. GA 48  Library  
windows to Keppel 

Street
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Fig. GA 49 Library room 100 Fig. GA 50 Library room 100, original flooring Fig. GA 51 Library room 100, original flooring 

Fig. GA 52 Original library furniture Fig. GA 53 Original library furniture Fig. GA 54 Original library furniture
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Fig. GA 55 possibly original library desk Fig. GA 56 original library furniture 
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Fig. GA 57  corridor 139b Fig. GA 58 original services riser in corridor 152 Fig. GA 59 original doors to room 103

Fig. GA 60 corridor 126

Fig. GA 62 corridor 126

Fig. GA 61 
room 105
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Fig. GA 66 entrance doors to former museum gallery room 361 Fig. GA 67 Plant room 454 Fig. GA 68 roof over third floor, Gower Street

Fig. GA 63 entrance doors to former museum 
room 254a

Fig. GA 64 Honours board corridor 354

Fig. GA 65 Honours board corridor 361a
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Fig. GA 69 roof over third floor Gower Street south end Fig. GA 70 roof over third floor Gower Street south end 

Fig. GA 71 roof level plant Malet Street

Fig. GA 71 roof level plant looking west from Malet Street Fig. GA 72 roof level plant Gower Street looking north Fig. GA 73 roof level plant Gower Street looking north
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Fig. GA 74  roof level plant looking north along Gower Street
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The creation of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
and the design of the Keppel Street building were, as we have seen, 
two aspects of a single process. The link between the institution and 
its building continues today. The location of the building in the centre 
of Bloomsbury and its continuing attractiveness, are key aspects of 
the School’s identity and its ability to attract students, researchers 
and funding from all over the world. Maintaining the character of 
the building into the future is therefore a key issue for the School’s 
corporate direction. In the following notes we discuss this issue in 
more detail. 

1. Making more space
It is unlikely that any more space can be created within the Keppel 
Street building. Following the infill of the two courtyards there is 
no potential space for expansion within the plan of the building. In 
theory the building could be made taller but there are two major 
problems:

Firstly, the current top floor is an addition to the original structure 
and would probably need to be replaced to allow for further floors. 
The existing services installations at roof level would also need to be 
removed and replaced. All this would involve great disruption to the 
use and running of the School. 

Secondly, an additional storey or storeys would be visible from the 
surrounding streets and would unbalance the composition of the 
block. The Malet Street and Gower Street facades are already higher 
than the 1929 scheme and some of the clarity of the original form 
of the building has been lost. Adding more floors would increase 
this problem. This is an issue for the surrounding area as well as for 
the LSHTM building. Senate House was designed in an idiom which 
closely matches that of the LSHTM building. Adding more floors 
would upset this shared townscape as well as the appearance of the 
LSHTM building itself, and it is probable that the planning authority 
would consider it as involving a serious loss of heritage significance. 

Risks and opportunities

2. Adapting existing spaces
We consider that this combination of practical difficulties and 
planning constraints makes it unlikely that proposals will be 
developed for adding more floors to the building. Future projects are 
more likely to involve:

Replacing one use by another, within individual parts of the 
building. So for example individual offices may be combined to 
make shared workspaces, and vice versa. Laboratories may be 
replaced by offices and teaching rooms, and vice versa. 

Upgrading facilities and services in the building.

The Statement of Significance shows the extent of areas of “neutral” 
significance: in these areas modifications can be made without 
prejudicing the building’s overall heritage significance. In fact the 
“neutral” areas are externsive and cover most of the building. Areas 
of significance or high significance are restricted to the following:

The main entrance

Corridors at lower ground, ground, and first and second floors, 
and part of the third floor

The stairs (the main stair and the two subsidiary stairs) and their 
associated lobbies

The ground floor rooms facing Keppel Street, including the 
Director’s suite, the former accountants room, boardroom and 
staff room 

Main Library Room 

Library Gallery

There is a considerable degree of freedom in modifying, adapting and 
upgrading the neutral areas:

Existing rooms be subdivided into smaller rooms, within 
the constraints of the window grid, and assuming that the 
proportions of narrow high-ceilinged rooms can be satisfactorily 
treated.

Existing small rooms could be combined into large spaces.

Vertical services risers could go from one floor to another of 
neutral spaces, bearing in mind the need to allow for flexibility in 
the future. 

The constraints on this freedom are:

Many neutral spaces open off “significant” or “highly significant” 
corridors, the joinery and finishes of which should be conserved 
and where necessary restored. Door joinery, fanlights, 
ironmongery details etc. belonging to the corridor will also 
extend into these neutral spaces. 

Most neutral spaces have outer walls that are part of the overall 
pattern of highly significant facades and their window detailing. 
The details of existing windows and cills therefore need to be 
conserved or restored, constraining the range of design solutions 
for adapting individual rooms.

In the original design of the building the suspended ceilings in 
the corridors were the chief means of accommodating horizontal 
service runs. The basic configuration of these suspended ceilings 
can be kept, but it may be necessary to make more frequent 
access points. This would need to be designed in a consistent 
way, sympathetic to the original design. 
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3. Maintaining heritage significance

Much of the historic fabric of the building has been carefully 
maintained and where necessary repaired in a sympathetic 
manner. This is particularly true of door joinery, fanlights etc.: the 
original 1929 pattern has been repaired, relocated or re-made 
on many occasions to suit changes to the building. The 1929 
chrome ironmongery is fortunately very robust and much remains, 
sometimes repaired and adapted. 

However there have been losses, for example:

The entrance hall and the main stair have lost some of their 
original details as a consequence of the refurbishment of the 
south courtyard and the re-arrangement of circulation to the 
main lecture theatre, although this re-instated the original traffic 
patterns to the building.

Adaptations to secondary areas of the library have led to a 
loss of original details and the obscuring of the original interior 
design by re-lighting, cabling and other services. 

Re-use of the original boardroom and staff common room as 
offices has obscured the high quality panelling and joinery in 
these rooms.

Wiring and other services have been added to the significant 
and highly significant stairs and corridor spaces, often to the 
detriment of the historic character of the building.

Risks and opportunities (cont’d) Conservation Policies

1 Ownership:

The ownership of their main building should remain in the hands of 
the of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine while it 
remains in their sole use. 

2 Professional advice:

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine should employ 
suitably accredited architects and draw on other professionals with 
appropriate specialist building conservation skills as necessary. In 
particular arrangements should be made for regular quinquennial 
inspections and for access to regular advice on constructional and 
repair issues, as they arise. 

3 Statutory and legal requirements:

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine will comply with 
statutory and other legal requirements arising from the grade II listing 
of the building. They will continue to follow best practice, recognising 
the need for early consultation with local authorities (Camden 
Council) English Heritage and relevant amenity societies.

4 Conservation Area and Setting:

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine will always be 
considered part of the wider Bloomsbury townscape and decisions 
about the building must bear in mind its place in this townscape, which 
is also a designated Heritage Asset (The Bloomsbury Conservation 
Area). Similarly, decisions about the Conservation Area townscape 
must  bear in mind the significance of the school. The guidance of the 
Bloomsbury Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy 
(adopted April 11, 2011) should be considered and adhered to.

5 Responding to historical significance:

In areas of high significance, as defined in this Plan, significant 
elements will be retained; where possible intrusive and detracting 
elements will be removed; and where appropriate lost features will be 
restored, based on material evidence. 

In areas of medium significance the historical and architectural 
character of significant elements will be respected. The retention 
of historic fabric will be a significant consideration for proposed 
interventions, as will the removal of intrusive additions. Restoration of 
lost features based on material evidence may also be considered.

In areas of neutral significance a more flexible approach will be 
adopted and alteration may be considered. Mitigation of losses of 
historic fabric by recording,re-use on site, or donation to a pubic 
collection may be acceptable.

More specifically:

Significant and highly significant spaces should be repaired and 
maintained using original materials, details and colour schemes 
wherever possible. 
A design guide for neutral spaces which will ensure that 
incremental changes have a consistency and common language 
which complements that of significant and highly significant areas.
A programme of paint research in significant and highly significant 
spaces should be carried out to inform a consistent future policy 
for re-decoration programmes.
A programme for the replacement of light fittings sympathetic to 
the original design of he building should be developed. 
A conservation study of the library entrance sculpture should be 
commissioned to find out whether the paint can be removed.
The existing patterns of door and fanlight joinery should be 
maintained in significant and highly significant areas
Replacement chrome ironmongery (lever handles, grab handles 
etc.) should match the existing, for gradual replacement as needed.
In conjunction with the overall strategy of space allocation, 
commission a feasibility study on the future use of the library and 
former boardroom and staff common room, which would maintain 
and enhance the original character of these spaces. 
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6 Archives: 

The very well managed archives of the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine should continue to maintain all relevant record 
information for the buildings.  

7 External development:

Additional appropriate building development may be considered to the 
roof areas of the buildings, but not elsewhere. Any future development 
must take into account key view lines and the architectural context of 
the building. 

8 Conservation principles:

All works, from maintenance and upgrading through to large-scale 
interventions, will aim to comply with the following conservation 
principles:

To respect the evolution of the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine and its many historical layers
To retain historically significant fabric, finishes and decorations 
wherever possible
To use materials and techniques compatible with historic 
construction, and to a high conservation standard
To carry out alterations in a manner which allows them to be 
reversible in the future
To respect the character of areas of medium and high historical 
significance
To replace significant fabric and detail on a like-for-like basis when 
required
To record any features which have to be removed or demolished, 
and salvage and store them wherever possible. 

9 Access:

Future proposals will address the requirements of the Disability 
Discrimination Act 2005, providing reasonable and dignified access 
to all users through an access management strategy; and will comply 

with Part M (disabled access) of the Building Regulations wherever 
possible. Proposals for improved access will not be visually intrusive 
and their impact on the historic building will be minimised.

10 Building services:

Existing services installations (mechanical, electrical, telecoms, 
fire, security) will be tested as part of regular maintenance 
procedures.
Fittings of historical interest, such as cast-iron radiators and light 
fittings  will be considered for retention, in the context of the 
detailed room-by-room gazetteer.
Surface mounted service installations should be removed and 
concealed where possible from significant and highly significant 
areas.
New services will be concealed within the voids of the historic 
fabric where possible
New visible services (CCTV, smoke detectors etc.) will be 
unobtrusive in design

11 Fire management:

A  fire management strategy should take into account the need to 
protect the historic fabric.

12 Information and signage:

Signage will be kept to a minimum. Its design and placing will  be 
sensitive to its location and architectural features, and take into 
account the needs of the visually impaired.

13 Maintenance:

The LSHTM will make quinquennial inspections of the building, 
appropriate for a Grade II listed building. They will identify 
maintenance and repair priorities in the short, medium and long-
term. The reports will include health and safety considerations for 
maintenance, and an electrical safety report. 

The LSHTM will ensure that when undertaking maintenance to 
the building, appropriate materials are used, including like-for-like 
replacement of materials where possible.
Environmental conditions will be monitored and managed to 
ensure conservation of the significant features, fittings of the 
building, and historic objects within it. 

14 Environmental practice and energy conservation:

Proposals for the future of the building will seek to improve  the 
environmental performance (especially in terms of energy, water and 
waste) efficiency of the building without prejudicing its character. The 
context for such improvements should be:

The commitment of The London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine to the conservation of the natural environment, and 
to a sustainable approach to buildings, as part of that overall 
commitment
A consideration of current best practice in the field, with the 
possibility that the building can be a case study for further 
development. 

15 Heritage Impact Assessments:

The Plan will form the basis for Heritage Impact Assessments carried 
out as part of the development of future proposals for the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

16 Recording:

A photographic record will be made prior to any alterations, in parallel 
with the preparation of Heritage Impact Assessments. Copies of the 
record will be deposited at the agreed archive location.

17 Adopting and amending the Conservation Management Plan:

This Plan will be formally adopted following consultations and 
agreement by key stakeholders. It will be reviewed every five years by 
the School.  Proposed amendments will be discussed with the relevant 
statutory authorities.
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Action Plan (to be added following consultations)
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 1: 1924 Competition Brief
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Appendix 2: Statutory Listing Description

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special architectural or historic interest. 

Name: LONDON SCHOOL OF HYGIENE AND TROPICAL MEDICINE AND 
ATTACHED WALLS AND RAILINGS 

List entry Number: 1113106 

Location: LONDON SCHOOL OF HYGIENE AND TROPICAL MEDICINE AND 
ATTACHED WALLS AND RAILINGS, MALET STREET

County District Type: Parish 

Greater London Authority Camden London Borough  

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II 

Date first listed: 09-Mar-1982 

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry. 

Legacy System Information: The contents of this record have been generated 
from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS 

UID: 477484 

List entry Description: Summary of Building

Legacy Record: This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation:

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History:

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

CAMDEN

TQ2981NE MALET STREET 798-1/99/1100 (North side) 09/03/82 London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and attached walls and railings 

GV II

School of Medicine. 1926-8. By P Morley Horder and V Rees. Steel frame 
construction, faced with Portland stone. Stripped Classical style. Entrance 
block to Keppel Street, rest of building laid out to the north in an H-plan. 
EXTERIOR: 3 storeys and attic. Keppel Street facade 11 windows, the end 
bays recessed. Return to Malet Street 23 windows, the left hand 3 bays 
projecting; return to Gower Street 24 windows, the right hand 3 bays 
projecting. Main entrance square headed and architraved with a central 
carving of entwined serpents supporting a panel showing Aesculapius in 
his chariot. Metal framed, square-headed casement windows, those on 
ground and 1st floor architraved. Entrance block 1st floor windows with 
metal balconies decorated with gilded tropical insects. Frieze with names of 
eminent medical scientists set between vestigial pilaster capitals with laurel 
wreaths. Cornice and blind attic storey above (fenestrated on returns). At 
the right-hand angle of the entrance block a foundation stone laid by the Rt 
Hon Neville Chamberlain, 7 July 1926. INTERIOR not inspected. SUBSIDIARY 
FEATURES: attached stone walls, on returns with plain railings of horizontal 
bands. 

Listing NGR: TQ2981081885

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TQ 29810 81885
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