TREE PROJECTS

PROFESSIONAL & TECHNICAL ARBORICULTURE

15" January 2017

Collett Zarzycki
Fernhead Studios
28 Fernhead Road
London W9 3ET

FAQ Barnaby Chapman

Dear Barnaby,
Re: 8 St Georges Mews, London NW1 8XE — Arboricultural Appraisal

Further to meeting with you at the above property to inspect trees, | have undertaken an analysis of
proposals with reference to BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction.

| have prepared a schedule listing three trees: a Corkscrew Willow (Salix matsudana Tortuosa) within the
garden of 11 St Georges Terrace with the remainder within the adjacent garden of no. 10. The latter
comprise self seeded Ash which | judge to be unsustainable and a Goat Willow at sufficient distance not to
be a material consideration. My appraisal therefore concentrates on the Willow, however all trees are
described and presented within the attached schedule and plan.

This mid-mature Willow tree is managed on a crown reduction basis having previously been reduced at 6m
and more recently at 8m. It is located within a Conservation Area and thereby afforded protection by
default due to its stem diameter. The tree is relatively small, no more than 8m tall at the time of
inspection; it contributes to amenity but as it grows within ‘back-land’ its visual contribution is
correspondingly small and localised. Willow as a species is generally acknowledged to be relatively short
lived and vigorous which responds to pruning by producing copious quantities of new shoots that could
readily reach 2m in length if not more.

It is not proposed nor is it necessary to remove this tree to implement the proposed scheme. | have not
adjusted the Root Protection Area (RPA) to take account of limitations to rooting and have calculated that
of an overall RPA of 108m2 that 9.5m2 would be impacted to facilitate the scheme (see attached drawing).
A stepped line of retaining walls are proposed and, where engineered to resist the potential forces exerted
by tree roots, these will help ensure its continued and sustained retention without risk of concern about
damage to the Mews property going forward, whether by the subject tree or a successor.

The proposal is therefore to form a relatively minor extension to the rear of the mews property along with
a small garden retaining wall to provide a small seating area external to new patio doors. As indicated, this
would entail an incursion into less than 10% of the calculated RPA. This small incursion will not result in
material harm to the tree where work is carried out in a controlled manner and where the remainder of
the trees root system is protected.

In order to manage the construction process | would advocate careful and controlled excavations for the
retaining structures during the course of which, any roots encountered should be cut with sharp hand
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tools. In order to address any imbalance in root to shoot ratio arising from any roots lost, it may be that the
tree will need to be crown reduced however, no further than reductions previously undertaken from which
the tree has continued to grow. Much of the RPA within my clients control is already paved however some
ground protection will be required in the small sloped area of ground to remain as garden above the sitting
out area.

In summary of the above | conclude:

- The proposal will not harm the Willow due to the inherent vigour of the plant coupled to the
proven acceptability of crown reduction, if necessary, to maintain root to shoot ratio where roots
are cut.

- Excavations to formation levels and extent can be controlled by application of appropriately
worded planning condition(s) requiring presentation of a program of work that includes
arboricultural oversight and guidance.

- The bulk of the trees remaining RPA is away from the area of proposed works and within the
applicant’s demise, it is largely paved meaning roots beneath are already protected.

- The retaining structures proposed will need to pass building control and can be engineered to
resist the forces exerted by tree roots. Whilst necessarily considering the Willow for the purposes
of the application, it is foreseeable that such a retaining structure would provide resilience and
enhanced sustainability against damage by successors to the Willow.

| trust that the above meets with your requirements and do let me know of any questions that may arise. If
during the course of planning any queries are raised please let me know if | can assist further; | am happy
to meet with you and the Council’s Planning and Arboricultural officers during their site visits should this be
necessary.

Yours sincerely

Nick Bentley
HNDH, RFS Cert Arb

Enc: Tree Schedule,
Tree Schedule notes

Tree Schedule & Appraisal Plan
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