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This document forms part of the Non Material Amendment Application submitted on 
behalf of the Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s Charity (GOSHCC) to describe 
the proposed changes to the design of the Zayed Centre for Research into Rare 
Disease in Children as approved under planning application ref 2014/6068/P on 10th 
June 2015. 

Following the grant of the planning permission, the Project Team has been 
developing the detailed design scheme in collaboration with the main contractor, 
Skanska. The proposed changes are in response to a number of factors including:

—	 Technical development of details

—	 Revised technical requirements for plant space 

—	 Further assessment of maintenance issues 

—	 Re-assessment of user requirements

These proposed changes are considered to be de minimus in nature and will not 
alter the design principles established by the consented scheme in terms of scale 
and massing, appearance, architectural quality and materials. They are described 
in detail on the following pages and revised planning drawings are submitted with 
this application. 

 

1.0 Introduction

Why?
We want to create a building in which scientists and doctors can work side-by-side  
to care for children and young people with rare diseases, learn more about what is 
making them unwell and discover new ways to help them get better.

Great Ormond Street Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

(GOSH) and UCL’s Institute of Child Health (ICH) and 

Institute of Cardiovascular Science (ICS) undertake 

research and develop new diagnostics, treatments 

and devices that can improve the lives of patients 

treated at our hospital and children elsewhere in  

the UK and abroad.

Rare diseases are complex and not well understood 

in comparison to other illnesses. This means that 

sufferers often experience a delay in getting 

diagnosed and have limited options for treatment.

But recent advances in science and technology offer 

new hope. Genomics (the science of genetic mapping 

and DNA sequencing) is helping scientists to identify 

the genetic basis of rare diseases. And new treatments 

such as stem cell therapies allow us to offer patients 
the chance of a longer and fuller life.

Bringing knowledge, technology and patients 
together in one place would speed up the ‘bench to 
bedside’ process of developing new treatments.

The building would give our medical and scientific 
experts the facilities and access to patients they  
need to:

•  understand and read genetic codes more quickly
•  develop gene and cell therapies to treat  

genetic conditions
• use stem cells to regenerate organs or tissues
• manufacture new medical devices

Most importantly, it will bring breakthroughs and 
cures for rare diseases closer with every passing day.
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Approved Design - Illustrative view of the Zayed Centre for Research into Rare Disease in Children

1.0 Introduction
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2.0 Design of Fourth and Fifth floor façades

Proposed Changes
During the detailed design stages, it has become apparent that the plant 
equipment on the fifth floor serving the Good Manufacturing Facility (GMP) would 
not fit in the space provided while maintaining minimum requirements for access, 
maintenance and replacement (under the CDM Regulations). To overcome this, 
it is proposed to increase the plant area by using the open space along the north 
elevation. The overall envelope of the fourth and fifth floors will remain unchanged 
from the consented planning scheme, keeping the same setbacks from the north, 
east and west elevations.

The increase in space will be achieved by moving the internal metal clad wall out to sit 
behind the glass screen and omitting the previously proposed mesh layer. The glass screen will 
incorporate a fritted pattern to maintain the impression of a layered façade. 

The five breaks on the north elevation will be maintained with the same depth as in the 
approved scheme and will be lined in matching pale bronze metalwork used on the east 
and west elevations. It is proposed that the back face of these breaks will incorporate extract 
louvres; however, these will not be visible from street level on Guilford Street. The louvres will 
have a frameless appearance, matching the design elsewhere. 

Additional space required for plant equipment 
within unchanged envelope enclosure

Louvre locations in façade breaks

Proposed Fifth Floor Plan

Setback as 
Approved 
scheme

Setback as 
Approved 
scheme

Setback as 
Approved 
scheme




