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1. Summary 

1.1 This report contains a detailed proposal for replacement planting and 

subsequent maintenance at 40 Arkwright Road, London NW3 6BH. 

 

1.2 The proposed planting location is shown on Square Feet Architects Drawing 

No. 1608-L-172 Rev G - Proposed Landscape Plan (see Appendix a) 

 

2. Species choice 

2.1 Species:  Trident Maple (Acer buergerianum) 

 Stem circumference (cm):  20-25 

 Height (m): 4-5 (2m of clear stem) 

 Stock type:  container grown (30 litre (80cm diameter x 60cm deep)) 

 

2.2 Reasons for species choice: 

 Moderate ultimate size, comparable to that of an existing tree that is to be 

removed, and of comparable appearance at maturity 

 Compact oval to spherical crown shape 

 Good spring and autumn foliage colour 

 Good bark colour 

 Hardy and has a good track record 

 

2.3 A photograph of an example of the proposed replacement tree species is 

included in Appendix b. 

 

3. Planting specification 

3.1 Plant a single stemmed, container grown tree of the species and size referred 

to above in built-for-purpose tree pit incorporating drainage layers, an 

irrigation system, a root barrier (to minimise surface disruption in later years), 

underground guying and growing medium placed in a rigid modular 

containment system to prevent compaction. 

 

3.2 Unless an alternative system is agreed in writing with the local planning 

authority, the tree pit will be a Green Blue GB1007 – Standard Tree Pit 

Installation (see construction detail in Appendix c) and will be constructed by 

a specialist contractor. 

 

3.3 The composition of the soil mix to be loaded into the containment cells and 

that to be used for general backfill will be specified in writing by the 

appointed contractor prior to the start of works. 

 

3.4 Approved mixtures will be based on a friable loam soil complying with the 

requirements for multi-purpose topsoil set out in BS3882:2007 and will 

include not less than 15% by volume of additional organic material (e.g 

mushroom compost) as well as Enmag slow-release fertiliser (or equal and 

equivalent) at a rate of no less than 5g per litre of backfill 
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 Justification for tree pit size 

3.5 The chosen pit size and planting system is widely accepted as adequate for 

establishing trees in streets, car parks and other predominantly hard surfaced 

locations. 

 

3.6 Taken together, the growing medium in the modular containment system and 

the pit backfill above, amount to just over 9m3.  

3.7 Assuming that on a typical London Clay site there is 300mm of friable topsoil 

above the London Clay subsoil, the growing medium in the tree pit (9m3) is 

equivalent to the available topsoil in a circular area with a radius of 3.1m. 

 

3.8 Following the methodology set out in BS5837:2012, 3.1m is the radius of a 

tree with a stem diameter of 25.8cm (81cm girth). 

 

4. Maintenance 

4.1 Regular routine maintenance will be carried out until the tree is fully 

established (2 consecutive year’s normal growth measured in terms of foliage 

colour, size and distribution in the middle of each growing season).  It will 

include 

 

4.2 Keeping the circle of open ground around the base of the tree’s stem free of 

weeds at all times and relieving surface compaction by shallow cultivation 

should it develop. 

 

4.3 Adjusting underground guying in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

specification. 

 

4.4 Carrying out formative pruning (e.g. reduction of the lateral spread of 

individual branches back to the crown envelope, minor crown lifting to 

maintain headroom, removal of epicormics growths) and minor remedial 

pruning (removal of dead or diseased wood) at the end of each season when 

necessary. 

 

4.5 Between April 01 and September 30 in each year to establishment applying 50 

litres water per week via the installed irrigation system, starting after 10 

consecutive days’ dry weather and continuing until there has been a minimum 

of 50mm of rainfall within any 5 consecutive days. 

 

4.6 The maintenance contractor’s detailed specification covering these minimum 

requirements will be submitted to the local authority at time of appointment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix a 
Proposed landscape plan  

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix b 
Proposed replacement tree 
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Photograph 1  Acer buergerianum (20-25cm girth) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix c 
 

Tree pit details 

 



GLSCM30A StrataCell structure - 2

modules deep x 6 modules square (2 x 2

x 2 void below RootDirector) loaded with

topsoil - sandy loam to BS3882

 SASLCB Arborguy strapped anchor

system c/w ground anchors

GLTWGNA twinwall geonet

laid over StrataCell structure

Clean stone layer surrounding

aeration/irrigation pipe

RD1050A RootDirector, medium,

modular root barrier system

Footpath/road construction
RRARBV1D Arborvent irrigation system

installed around the guyed root ball

Inlet should be embedded in the cast

Arboresin slab and finished flush

with top surface

SPFR12A Arboresin 1200-600 galvanised

steel support frame 1200mm x 1200mm

set on concrete haunch

3000

5
1

3
1

0
0

5
2

6

RRARBVDI3D Arborvent double inlet

aeration/irrigation system with cast inlets

Drainage layer - 100mm depth of clean

angular stone

Sub-base and drainage installed below

StrataCells to structural engineer's/

engineer's detail/requirement

GLTWGNA twinwall geonet laid below

StrataCell structure to structural

engineer's requirement

1
0

0

GLARBBB Brittany Bronze Arboresin porous

bound stone surfacing
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