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Fig.2b Bloomsbury Conservation Area. BCAA.
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Fig.2a Map of Great James Street and surrounding roads. Bing. 
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Fig 2c. Aerial view of Great James Street and the surrounding area. Google. Fig. 2d. Aerial view of 39 Great James Street and its neighbours. Google.
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No. 39 No. 38 No. 37 No. 36No. 40

Great James Street. (north)(south)

doorhoods 
(no doorhood at No. 39).

Sliding sash windows with 
exposed sash boxes.  

Arranged in triplets and of 

Flemish bond, London 
stocks or browns, with red 

arched lintels.  Originally the 
brickwork would have been 

tuck pointed with lime mortar 
but today most have been 

re-pointed with struck cement 
mortar. 

Window bars
(closer to original 
design).

Fanlights of differing 
patterns along street.

Cast iron hoppers 
and downpipes.  

remain.

Black painted, iron railings with 
spearhead tops. 

White painted 
brickwork or render at 
basement level.

Roof structure concealed 
behind front parapet. 
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Brickwork: Flemish bond, London stock bricks 
with sand-cement, struck mortar joints. 

Drainage: Original hopper with early replacement 
downpipe. 

Doorcase: original, timber construction with 

First Floor Windows: 
Original sash boxes, with modern sliding sashes, 

with horns and no window bars.
Painted white. 

Second Floor Windows: 
Edwardian sash boxes, with modern sliding 

sashes, with horns and no window bars.
Painted white. 

Ground Floor Windows: 

modern sliding sashes, with horns and no window 
bars.   Painted white.

Third Floor Windows: 
Modern sash boxes, with modern sliding sashes, 
with horns and no window bars.   Painted white.

Modern metal railings. 
Not safety regulation compliant. Visible from street level.  

Brick Lintels:
Red brick arches and window surrounds, with 
sand-cement, struck mortar joints. 

Fanlight: Early addition. (C.18th).

Door: original, cut down to accommodate 
fanlight.  Modern paint. 

Porch tiles: original or early addition.  Black 
and red quarry tiles with yellow tiles.

Basement Level Windows: 
Replacement sash boxes, with modern sliding sashes, 

with horns and no window bars.   Painted white.

No. 39

Sills:
White painted. 

Basement Walls:
White painted brickwork.

Railings:
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2

4

1. A view of the roof access at no. 39 and the roof terrace at no.38.  Holborn Police Station is in the background.
2. A view northwards along the rear of no.38 to no.28, showing a variety of rear extensions and roof lights. 

3. A view of the rear garden of no. 39 and the rear of Cara Court (No. 2) and No. 4 Emerald Street.

Non-original elements. 

LEGEND.

36 Great James St 
Residential

37 Great James St 
Office

38 Great James St 
Residential

39 Great James St 
Residential

40 Great James St 
Residential

56 Theobald’s Rd 
Commercial with residential 

above

58 Theobald’s Rd 
Commercial with residential 

above

WC extension, 
probably 

originally from 
the Victorian 

period but has 
been modified 

substantially 
since. 

New 
balustrade to 

roof of No.40.

Projecting rear 
extensions.  Possibly 
WC extensions from 
the Victorian period, 
as at No 39.

Modern two 
storey rear 
extensions. 

Modern single storey 
rear extensions. 

Bricked-in backfill.  Age unknown, 
but brickwork appears to be modern. 

Modern timber 
structure at 38 Great 
James Street.

Rooflights not 
original.

Cara Court
Apartment Building. 

3

1

1

2

3
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WC extension:
Metal framed, likely Victorian 

Modern sliding sashes across 
rear elevation.

All painted white.

Modern doors in modern 
openings.

Brickwork:
Flemish bond, Brown brick.

Lintels b.o.e.  Struck cement 
joints. Some spalling. 

Modern metal railings. 
Not safety regulation compliant. 

No. 39

Metal walkway with handrail 
and stair:

modern addition. 

Sand cement render:
Likely added post WWII. 
Painted white.

Airbricks.  

Sash window.
Likely post war replacement.

Modern plant room extension.
Rendered masonry.

Post war reconstruction of closet wing. 
Flemish bond, London stock brick, with struck 
cement mortar joints. 

Full height sash window with Juliet 

Modern downpipes and SVPs litter the rear elevation.
Painted black.

Bricked in backfill with associated  
metal walkway, handrail and stair.

LEGEND.

Modern Plant Room.

Victorian WC extension, with 
modern modifications.

Closet Wing - part reconstructed.
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20th Century

Refused

Refused

Conditionally approved

Granted

Conditiona

Withdrawn

Withdrawn

Granted.

Granted.

Granted.
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21st Century

Granted.

Granted.

Granted.

Withdrawn.

Withdrawn.

Granted.

Granted.

Granted.

Granted.

Fig 2f. 2013 application drawing for alterations to WC wing.

Fig 2e. 1962 application drawing for alterations to the main roof. TP80451/11885 
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r extension massing 
n relation to the sur-

Yard buildings, avoids 
e principal building.
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Fig 3a. Example of restored tuck pointing 
and sash windows with authentic window 
bars at no.31 Great James Street.

Fig 3b. Example of tuck pointing.

Existing.

3.1.1 Front Elevation 

Brickwork

Windows

Door

Ironwork

Proposed.
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3.1.2 Rear Elevation.

Brickwork

Windows 

Modern Extensions 

Fig 3c. Existing
Sketch of existing extensions  
scattered across the rear of 
the site.  All are proposed for 
removal.  

Fig 3d. Proposed
Sketch of proposed single, 
coherent extension at the 
rear, discussed in more 
detail in section 3.2.
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3.1.3 Ground, First & Second Floor

Internal arrangement

Fig 3g. Example of Georgian restoration.
Image courtesy of RT Architects.

Fig 3e. Example of Georgian restoration in Bloomsbury.
Prewett Bizley Architects.

Fig 3f. Image 
courtesy of Laurel 
Bern Interiors.
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Fig 3k. Example of Georgian restoration 
at the Handel Museum, London.
Image courtesy of www.artfund.org

Fig 3i. 39 Great James Street:
Boarded over chimney piece, ground floor closet wing. 

Fig 3h. 39 Great James Street.
Existing interiors on First floor showing double doors from the 1970s.

Walls

Floors

Ceilings

Chimney pieces

Fig 3l. Restored chimney piece and 
painted out sockets.
Courtesy of L.Kae Interiors. 

Fig 3j. Restored Georgian Interior, Soho.
Image courtesy of Location Works.
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Windows

Stairs

Fig 3p. Example of restored 
panelled hallway and stair.

Fig 3o. 29 Great James Street.
Existing barley twist balusters and view of first-to-second floor stair.

Fig 3m. 39 Great James Street.
Existing first floor shutter boxes.

Fig 3n. 16 John Street.  Restored windows and shutter boxes.
Courtesy of Prewett Bizley Architects.
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3.2.1 Rear extension

Fig 3q. Existing view from back of site.

Fig 3r. Proposed view from back of site.
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Fig 3s Existing and proposed views of rear of site.
Shows the disconnected and haphazard nature of the existing modern extensions, which distract from the host building. 
The proposed extension offers a single coherent approach that clearly marks out the old and new elements.  

Fig 3t Emrys Architects’ rear extension at No32-33 Great James Street. Fig 3u Contemporary extensions to historical buildings in London.
Courtesy of Belsize Architects.
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3.2.1 Garden & Roof Terrace

Fig 3v Existing views of the roof (left) and rear garden space (right)

Fig 3w. Existing birds eye view.

Fig 3x. Proposed birds eye view.
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3.2.2 Lower Ground Floor & Third Floor

Fig 3y. 39 Great James Street
Left:  Modern kitchen installed in lower ground floor closet wing.
Right: Existing ‘WC extension’ - proposed for conversion to a glass sided hallway.

Fig 3bb. Beechdale House
Rooflight.
Image courtesy of Paul Archer Design.

Fig 3aa. Light scoop bringing natural 
light into lower floors.
Prewett Bizley Architects

Fig 3z. Examples of lightwells bringing daylight into lower levels. 
Images courtesy of Jacobs-Yaniv Architects (left) & Horibe Naoko Architect 
Office (right)
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Brickwork & Pointing

Lime Render

Fig 3i. Existing brickwork to front elevation of 
property.

Fig 3ii. New tuck pointing at No.31 Great 
James Street. 

Fig 3iii. Photograph of white painted cement 
render at rear of property.

Fig 3iv. Photograph of off white painted lime 
render at John Street, Bloomsbury.
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Timber framed modern windowsSliding sash windows

Fig 3v. Photograph of existing sash windows 
without glazing bars.

Fig 3vi. Photograph of sash windows with 
glazing bars at No.38 Great James Street.

Fig 3viii. Example of timber framed sliding doors. 
Left: Copper lane, Henley Halebrown Rorrison 
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Zinc Metalwork

Fig 3xii. Photograph of existing 
metal rainwater hopper and 
downpipe.

Fig 3xiii. Photograph of existing metal railing to front of 
property.

Fig 3x. Zinc clad extension.

Image courtesy of Bere 
Architects.

Fig 3ix. Copper roof to 
new extension at 32-33 
Great James Street.

Image courtesy of Emrys 
Architects.
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Fig 3xiv. 39 Great James Street
Existing painted brickwork and render to rear of property

Fig 3xv. 39 Great James Street
Existing front door

Fig 3xvi. Examples of white painted 
brickwork, KEIM breathable paint and 
existing door colour.

Paint
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External service

Internal services
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Design

CLP Policy D1- DesignMeeting Housing Needs

Camden Local Plan 2016 (CLP) Policy H1- Maximising housing supply

Amenity

CLP Policy A1 - Managing the impact of development.
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Heritage

Camden Local Plan 2016 (CLP) Policy D2 - Heritage.

Bloomsbury Conservation Group Appraisal. 
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8. Living Room:  

9. Entrance Level Bedspace:  

10. Entrance Level WC & Shower Drainage:  

11. Bathroom and WC walls:  

12. 

13. Tracking hoist route:  

14. Bathroom layout:  

15. 

16. Controls, Fixtures and Fittings:   

1. Parking

2. Access from car parking
3. Approach gradients

4. Entrances:

5. Communal stairs and lifts :
6. Doorways and hallways:

7. Wheelchair Accessibility
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