KASIA WHITFIELD DESIGN

DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT

FLAT A, 41 BUCKLAND CRESCENT, LONDON NW3 5DJ
PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION 
PROPOSED CHANGE TO FENESTRATION ON THE SIDE ELEVATION ON THE LOWER GROUND FLOOR LEVEL

1. Introduction
The Design and Access Statement (DAS) accompanies an application for a single storey rear extension on the lower ground floor level, relocation of a front door, enlargement of a side window on the side elevation at lower ground floor level and construction of a garden house at the rear of the property.

This statement has been prepared in accordance with CABE guidelines on the preparation of Design and Access Statements, 2006.
As this proposal is for minor alterations to the rear of an existing house, some aspects such as the social and economic context are of limited applicability. 
2. Design Principles and Concepts
The site is located within the Belsize Park Conservation Area. The application relates to 4 storey mid-terrace Victorian property on the southern side of Buckland Crescent. The building is subdivided into four residential flats, one on each floor. The lower ground floor flat (Flat A) has sole use of the rear garden.
The proposal seeks planning permission for a single storey rear extension and small alterations to the fenestration on the side elevation at lower ground floor level.
The proposal will provide additional living accommodation for an enjoyment of the residents of this flat. 

Some of the neighbouring houses already have made similar alterations to those proposals in this document.
The extension will have minimal effect on neighbouring properties, as explained in paragraph 4 (Form & Scale).
3. Layout
The layout of the flat will in principle remain unaltered except for an enlarged master bedroom with an internal walk-in wardrobe space and an enlarged open plan living room and kitchen. The location of the kitchen will be moved to the proposed extension. The extension will create approximately 33sq.m. additional nett floor space.
4. Form & Scale

Rear and side elevation as well as section drawings are included with the application.

The primary consideration in the scale of the extension was the effect upon neighbouring amenity and upon the host building. The neighbouring house no. 39, has a single storey extension protruding towards the garden by approximately 4m and there is an existing extension to house no.43, therefore the proposed extension will not be visible to any of the neighbours and will not take away any light from the neighbouring properties. 
The external form of the proposed extension to the rear has been designed to allow maximum light into the property.

The proposed extension is in keeping with the scale of the main body of the house and will be a subservient addition to the host building. Of a carefully designed and simple form, a high quality palette of materials will be used to offset the extension in a manner such that will not compete with the surrounding architecture.

Prior to submitting the application, the designer discussed the proposal in detail with the owners of the main ground floor flat and following their meeting, amended the design to make sure that the proposed extension will not have any negative effect on their accommodation. The proposal also seeks permission to enlarge the existing small balcony belonging to the above flat.
The front elevation is unaffected by the proposed changes. 

5. Landscaping

Landscaping of the site will be mostly unchanged. The existing garden house will be replaced by a newer and larger one. The majority of the existing trees will remain and the existing greenery will be tidied up. 
6. Access
The access to the property will remain unaltered. 

