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Findings of Further Investigation
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GARDEN HOUSE, VALE OF HEALTH, HAMPSTEAD 34891
SITE DESCRIPTION APRIL 2012

The following notes relate to an inspection of the Garden House, Vale of Health that were undertaken
at the time of excavation of trial pits to ascertain the foundation arrangement to boundary walls and
the Garden House itself.

Access to the Garden House is off the Vale of Health through a brick archway / undercroft between
adjacent properties forming Heath Villas.

From the access there exists a concrete pathway that connects the access to a randomly paved area,
patio area, to the southeast of the property itself, with to the left hand side of the pathway there being
a brick outhouse bullding and a raised patio area to the right hand side.

it can be seen that the flank wall to the property on the left hand side of the access forming Heath
Villas used to extend beyond the line of the existing rear wall as can be ascertained by the exposed
brickwork.

The eatern boundary to the Garden House is formed by a retaining wall, the retaining wall being to the
rear of Heath Villas Within the retaining wall, projecting into the garden of the Garden House are piers
/ buttresses to this retaining wall. Some of the brickwork to the pier where the outhouse wall joins with
the retaining wall, has been repointed / replaced in recent times. The pier extends for the full height
of the retaining wall with it being evident that prior to the piers construction there was deflection of the
retaining wall towards its top. The brickwork to the pler being constructed using bricks formed more
recently than the general brick type within the retaining wall.

The brickwork wall to the rear of Heath Villas, the retaining wall, extends further to the northeast to a
point where a wall running perpendicular extends from the retaining wall to the rear wall of the
property forming Garden House itseif. The wall to the rear of Heath Villas has, as noted above, had
buttresses added at two locations. The brickwork to the buttresses not being keyed into the retaining
wall itself identifying them as being of later construction.. Also the brickwork at the top of the retaining
wall is deflected, as exists to the rear of the outhouse, and this is compensated for in the brickwork
used to construct the buttresses. Some of the brickwork to the buttresses appears to have been
repointed and rebuilt using more recently formed brick to that in their general construction.

To the front of the Heath Villas retaining wall there exists a raised planting area with a low level brick
wall retaining the soil. Within the planting area exists a semi-mature tree.

The retaining wall referred to above extending from the retaining wall to the rear of Heath Villas to the
wall of the building forming the Garden House is noted as having a drainage pipe passing through the
wall at high level, adjacent to the Garden House. The Heath Villas retaining wall also extends to the
northeast for the remaining length of the north eastern boundary to the property.

At the base of the wall to the outhouse facing onto the patio are of the Garden House there was noted
as being ‘issues’ (water seepage) and a slight build-up of water.

Within the patio area which extends up to the gable wall, the southern wall, to the property there
axists a mature tree the growth of which has been managed by the removal of lower branches, the
tree being located approximately 3m from the gable wall.

Within the patio area the slabs are uneven, some raised, due to the effects of tree roots. There are,

Page 1 of 2



beside the mature tree referred to above, also significant stumps associated with mature shrubs,

The property itself is split level with the north eastern part being only at first floor level, and the south
eastern part consisting of both ground and first floor construction.

To the garden side, the pond side, of the property the difference in level between the lower and upper
floor levels is achieved by a retaining wall and slope formed in a terraced construction using low level
retaining walls, with at the upper level there being a patio area surfaced in paving slabs, and from
which access to the first floor of the property is gained.

The terraced slope referred to above consists of planting areas retained by low level walls of varying
construction, the upper terrace being supported by what is considered to be a mass concrete wall,
with the intermediate terrace being a dry rock / brick wall, and the lower terrace being supported by a
wall constructed from paving slabs set in mortar.

To the right hand side of the terraced slope there exists steps leading to the upper level, with in front
of the terraced slope there being evidence of ‘issues’.

The garden area to the south of the property is generally laid to lawn with, to the right hand side
looking towards the property there being a brick boundary wall constructed from 335mm wide
brickwork with occasional piers. Where the garden area meets with the pond there exists
approximate 750mm change in level formed by a steep slope, with there again ‘issues’ from the slope.

The boundary wall along the right hand side is stepped to follow the ground profile with a timber fence
being erected upon the top of the wall at the upper terrace level. The wall was noted as having been
raised, by approximately five courses, at the location of the upper terrace providing access to the first
fioor of the property in recent times.

Within the terrace slope, to the right hand side of the steps between the garden and the upper terrace
level, there exists two substantial, mature trees.

The ground level rises between the north eastern gable wall to the property and the north eastern
boundary with the change in level being accommodated by an informal dry stone wall to a raised bed
with the bed sloping up to the base of the brickwork boundary wall.

In the north eastem comer of the property a new panel of brickwork exists in the wall that forms the
boundary between Garden House and Heath Villas.

The north eastern boundary wall with Heath Villas, over the length of the upper level of the property,
which commences at the wall which retums perpendicular with the Heath Villas retaining wall,
extending between the retaining wall and the wall of the Garden House as referred to above, is as
previously noted in effect a continuation of the wall at lower level. Again the area from the wall to
Garden House to the boundary wall is terraced with there being two sloping beds and two lower level
retaining walls. Between the low retaining wall and the wall of the property exists a drainage channel
presumed to collect surface water that may build up in this area.

Photographs were taken during the inspection.

David Clarke
On behalf of Richard Jackson Ltd
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