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 E x t e n s i o n  t o  4 9  S w a i n s  L a n e  N 6  6 Q L  

D E S I G N  A N D  A C C E S S  S TAT E M E N T  

Alterations are proposed to the house to facilitate the house as a family home with a disabled user.  The 
applicant has recently been forced to move to 49 Swains Lane from a house which met the needs of the 
family but was accessible only up a series of steps and all rooms were accessed up and down the stairs.  
The applicant was house bound and virtually confined to one room.


The applicant suffers from Secondary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis which is a degenerative and disabling 
disease of the central nervous system.  The condition has already reached a severe stage and the applicant 
is a Blue Badge holder, designated to receive the Personal Independence Payment at the Enhanced rate for 
both the Daily Living and Mobility components. The nature of the condition means use of a stairlift is not 
advisable and an accessible suite on the ground floor is required.


The house at 49 Swains Lane does meet the immediate needs of the applicant.  The ground floor shower 
room has been adapted to provide a functioning accessible suite and it is possible to use the main sitting 
room as a Therapy room.  There is insufficient room, however, in the rest of the house to accommodate two 
children, husband, a live-in carer, and the rotation of incoming specialist carers.  


The extensions to the side ground floor structure and into the roof are proposed to provide sufficient living 
space for the family with a 1st floor study and a carer’s bedroom with ensuite shower room in the loft.  The 
design approach has been to enhance the Arts and Crafts style of the house by continuing the hip roof 
motif for the new roofs rather than the flat roof dormers and extensions of some of the neighbouring 
houses.  The hip roofs reduce the additional projections overall and provide the sloped soffits internally to 
new rooms as in the existing first floor rooms. 


It is recognised that the side extension is peculiar to number 49 and is what has allowed for the disability 
suite on the ground floor.  The proposed extension to the 1st floor is set back considerably from the front of 
the house to ensure the main silhouette of the house remains intact and to ensure natural light continues to 
shine into the stairwell.  Again the hip roof shape is employed to the perimeter, but the roof slope is aligned 
with the bell-cast eaves and flattens off when the angle returns to that of the overall hip structure keeping 
the overall bulk to a minimum.  Materials in new areas will match the existing with white painted pebble 
dash to walls, terracotta tiles to match roofs and multi paned windows with white painted timber frames.


Additional external works planned include removing the recently erected timber gates and high holly hedge, 
reinstating low metal railings and gates in keeping with the style of the house and the nature of the street.  
The intention is to provide a family home which will meet the particular needs of the applicant while 
retaining and enhancing the Arts and Crafts style of the house and being mindful of the streetscape on 
Swains Lane.
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