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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT 

1.1 This Heritage Impact Statement has been produced to support the Listed Building Application 
for the proposed Occupational Health Facility in the Western Range Buildings at London King’s 
Cross Station by Strzala Architects on behalf of Virgin Trains East Coast. 

1.2 The intention of this document is to outline the design proposals and to demonstrate that due 
consideration has been given to the heritage value of the existing features and appearance of 
the building, and to preserve the historic character of this Grade 1 Listed Building and its 
surrounding environment. 

1.3 Strzala Architects have been appointed by Virgin Trains East Coast (VTEC) to design an 
occupational health facility within the Western Range of King’s Cross Station. It is the Client’s 
aspiration that the design provides their staff with a safe, comfortable and pleasant working 
environment, whilst respecting the historic character of the building that houses them. 

1.4 It is the intention of Strazla Architects to provide a facility for the use of VTEC staff that fulfills 
the Client’s requirements whilst preserving all existing historic elements within the areas of the 
proposed works. 

1.5 A description of the existing building condition can be found in sections 3.0 (Existing 
Photographs) and 5.0 (Current Condition). The proposed works are described in Section 6.0 
(Design Statement) of this document. 
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3.0 LISTED BUILDING ENTRY 

List Entry Summary 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its 
special architectural or historic interest. 

Name: KINGS CROSS STATION 

List entry Number: 1078328 

Location:  KINGS CROSS STATION, EUSTON ROAD 

County:  Greater London Authority 

District: Camden 

District Type:  London Borough 

Grade:  I 

Date first listed: 10‐Jun‐1954 

CAMDEN 

TQ3083SW EUSTON ROAD 798‐1/85/420 (North side) 10/06/54 King's Cross Station 

GV I 

Railway  terminus. 1850‐52. By Lewis Cubitt  (architect), and Sir William and  Joseph Cubitt  (engineers). Yellow stock 

brick. 2 train sheds  (originally 1 for arrivals, the other for departure) closed by monumental plain brick screen of 2 

glazed semicircular openings, framed with recessed arches (echoing the train sheds behind) with central and flanking 

towers; ground storey obscured by  late C20 additions. Central tower with rectangular clock turret with pyramidical 

roof, eaves  cornice and weather  vane. To  the west, 3  storey 3 window office block with booking hall and  service 

rooms at rear; 1st floor with thin, debased Venetian windows, cornice at 2nd floor level, 2nd floor segmental‐arched 

sashes (flanking bays tripartite), cornice. On east side, an extension with archway to the cab drive (now bricked up); 

rusticated surround to arch and quoins; cornice above which 3 tripartite sashes and parapet. INTERIOR: train sheds 

separated by round‐arched brick colonnade. Originally, train shed roofs of  laminated wood,  inspired by the Crystal 

Palace, but these rapidly deteriorated and were replaced by the present iron‐ribbed roofs to the eastern shed 1869‐

70, to the western 1886‐7. (Laminated wood trusses successfully used at 26 Pancras Road (qv).  

HISTORICAL NOTE: when opened as the terminus of the Great Northern Railway, was the  largest station  in England 

and is the earliest great London terminus still intact. The contrast of its functional simplicity with St Pancras Station 

next door (qv) is powerful. (Hunter M and Thorne R: Change at King's Cross: London: ‐1990: 59‐64). 
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6.2    Proposed Construction 
 

 Walls 

There is no necessity for structural / load-bearing walls in the design. 
All walls dividing the existing room will be 60 minute fire-rated partition walls of Gyproc metal stud framed 
construction with sound insulation for privacy. These partitions are to be finished in plaster on 12.5mm 
Gyproc Soundbloc plasterboard and 12mm WP plywood and painted in the chosen colours of the Client. All 
partition walls are to be notched or cut around existing features such as skirting boards, picture rails and 
coving so as to preserve these elements intact. 
 

 Flooring 
 
Two types of flooring material will be used in this design – hygienic non-slip vinyl (Polyflor Standard PUR 
Safety floor ref. 4540 Ash Grey) with welded joints to all areas with the exception of the Reception/ Waiting 
area which will have a carpet finish (Gradus Cityscene carpet tiles Ice colour). 
 

 Ceiling 
 
Two ceiling types will be utilised in this design – new suspended 600mm grid ceiling system in the 
consulting rooms, and fire rated plasterboard ceiling in the waiting area. 
 

 Windows 
 
The four existing timber sash windows are to remain unmodified. 
 

 Doors 
 
The existing entrance door is to be removed and retained for safe storage in its existing condition. 
Consulting Room doors are to be standard 60 minute fire-rated internal timber faced doors with appropriate 
lockable ironmongery. All new doors are to be painted with full gloss finish RAL Telegrey 4 with frames 
painted to RAL Telegrey 2. 
 

 Lighting 
 
The existing fluorescent pendant lighting strips are to be removed and replaced with surface-mounted 
lighting to adequately illuminate each of the newly-created sub-rooms utilising the existing lighting power 
points and supply with switching appropriate to the new room layout. 
 

 Power and Data 
 
The existing room has floor-mounted data and power boxes fed through a suspended floor. These are to be 
utilised to provide new power and data points to the required locations within the new rooms. All power and 
data points are to be floor-mounted to remove the need for mechanical fixing into the existing walls or 
skirting boards, and any new cabling is to be run under the suspended floor. 
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 Ventilation 
 
The existing A/C cassette is to be relocated to serve the new reception area. Ventilation for the consulting 
rooms is to be provided through the presence of existing opening sash windows, removing the need for any 
external penetrations and mechanical ventilation. 
 

 Water, Waste and Sanitaryware 
 
The design requires the introduction of two new sinks which will require a potable water supply and waste 
outlet. A staff toilet and washroom is located adjacent to Room 211 and it is proposed that the new facility 
utilises the water and waste via pipework located in the ceiling void above the room and operated utilising a 
single Saniflow unit for both sinks. The sanitaryware is to be of a suitable type, colour and style to be 
chosen by the Client. 
 
 

 Fire Safety Provision 
 
All partition walls and doors to be 60 minute fire-rated. The design allows for the existing fire safety 
measures to remain unchanged, subject to a fire risk assessment by VTEC station fire officer. 
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7.0        Future Proposals for Western Range Buildings 
 

Strzala Architects are also involved with forthcoming works proposed separately from the Occupational 
Health Facility - these involve Room 212 (opposite Occupational Health) & Room 213 (adjacent to 
Occupational Health). 

The proposed works to Rooms 212 focus upon creating meeting/private spaces within the room currently 
occupied by a Directors’ Office. The proposed works to Room 213 (Badminton Court Room) involve the 
provision of acoustically isolated private spaces within the existing open-plan room.  

These plans are still at the design stage at present and would be submitted as a separate application from 
the Occupational Health Facility application. Both projects have been designed to be compatible with each 
other as part of planned improvement works that are sympathetic to the heritage of the building, whilst 
providing facilities that are fit for purpose for the user.  

They are mentioned here to give a fuller picture of forthcoming proposals by Virgin Trains for the Western 
Range Buildings, and demonstrate that such proposals are co-ordinated to preserve the character of the 
Building. 

Strzala Architects would be happy to discuss the design of both projects with planners to enable the best 
possible outcome for the various stakeholders involved. 
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8.0        Conclusion 
 

Occupational Health provision is a requirement for the railway industry in relation to Health Surveillance 
and Sickness Absence Management.  Currently, VTEC staff are required to travel to various locations in 
order to access Occupational Health advice, through the service provider.  In order to fulfil the business 
requirement of OH in house and additionally to support VTEC personnel, having access to the service 
onsite will impact positively on their overall wellbeing and service delivery due to less travel requirements 
and availability of Health and Wellbeing team. 

The proposed design for this facility has been created with providing the service outlined above to improve 
the wellbeing of VTEC staff, whilst preserving the remaining historic features present in the room and to 
ensure that the character of the Western Range of Offices is unaltered. The importance of King’s Cross 
Station as a Grade 1 Listed Building has been a central element of the proposed design and Strzala 
Architects hope to have kept the character of the original Cubitt design – so far as it is in evidence within 
Room 211, whilst providing for the requirements of Virgin Trains East Coast. 
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