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[bookmark: _GoBack]Page 134. Discusses the problems of building near old rivers and sewers, including a quote from surveyor J. G. Head circa 1950;
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The Fleet River bursts and wrecks the construction of the Metropolitan Railway at Farringdon. 1862.
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Buﬂderé, too, are constantly in trouble with these streams. I have
spoken to the engineers on dozens of building-sites and have found
them only too well aware of the presence of the streams. On a
building-site exactly above the course of the Fleet in Queen’s Cres-
cent, Kentish Town, the foreman told me that the entire excavation
had to be pumped out each morning. Excavations in the 1950s near
Dowgate showed the Walbrook to be still very much a going concern,
and certain houses in Pimlico are actually built on timber platforms to
provide a large bearing surface on the soggy ground. The construc-
tion of the Lucas factory in Warple Way, Acton Vale, was held up for
no less than a year by flooding from the nearby stream. But if these
streams are contained in sewers, what are they doing causing all this
trouble? This problem was, I think, solved by a surveyor called e
Head: ‘Though we may imprison the main stream of a river in a
sewer, we cannot so deal with its innumerable tributary rivulets. The
brook in its course would be joined by many springs and rivulets
which cannot enter the closed sewer, and these, if they still run, must
be finding their way underground, and probably along the original
course of the stream. This hypothesis has been suggested to me by
the fact that water is constantly found under the houses which are
built on or near the sites of old watercourses.’ ?‘Af;;g‘_r_ quoting instances
on the Tyburn and Westbourne, he continues: /"The watersheds are
the same and below the buildings the strata are ‘unaltered; it seems
only reasonable, therefore, to infer that the water coming from the old
springs makes its way towards the original beds. Indeed, wherever
water-bearing strata are pierced near the courses of the old streams,
water is found in such quantities as to need pumping or other provi-
sion for its disposal — instance the shallow wells in Queen Victoria
Street and the presence of so much liquid mud in the vicinity of the_
Walbrook as to need concrete platforms to support the buildings;_}
There is, in fact, a flood-plain of underground rivers also, though

created, of course, by a different mechanism from that described on
pla
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69. The Fleet river
bursts and wrecks the
construction of the
Metropolitan Railway
at Farringdon in 1862.
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