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TIO
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 N
O

TES

STA
N

D
A

R
D

S
All w

orks shall confirm
 to BS 8545:2014, the new

 British Standard Trees: From
 N

ursery to Independence in the Landscape – 
R

ecom
m

endations;  BS 3936 Part 1: 1992 (Trees & Shrubs);  BS 3939 Part 4: 1984 (Forest Trees), in conjunction w
ith the C

ode of 
Practice for Plant H

andling issued by the Joint Liaison C
om

m
ittee of Plant Suppliers (1980).  Enough plants shall be labelled so that 

w
hen planted, one tree/shrub of each species in each border can be identified by labels.  Biosecurity of plant sourcing is vital. 

C
ontractors m

ust dem
onstrate, w

ith undisputed proof, that plants have certified ‘Plant Passports’ validating im
portation and ideally, at 

least 1 grow
ing season in an approved U

K nursery quarantine system
, if im

ported from
 overseas.

IM
PLEM

EN
TA

TIO
N

 PR
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

Soft landscaping to be tim
etabled and im

plem
ented during the first planting season, (M

id-N
ovem

ber to M
id-M

arch), after the 
substantial com

pletion of the paving hardw
orks. Planting shall not be carried out w

hen the ground is frozen or w
aterlogged, or during 

periods of persistent w
ind.

TO
PSO

IL PR
EPA

R
A

TIO
N

50m
m

 to 100m
m

 depth of BSI PAS 100:2011 com
post/biofertiliser, or sim

ilar approved green w
aste/peat free com

post shall be 
added prior to final cultivation in areas of new

 planting.  All new
 planting areas shall be 450m

m
 deep and decom

pacted and 
cultivated to the full depth of 250m

m
. 

Tree pits w
ith in soft landscape areas shall be excavated to create a square pit, a m

inim
um

 size of 800 x 800 x 500m
m

 deep, (or, no 
deeper than the existing rootball or container depth) or 1/3 larger than the rootball/container w

idth. settlem
ent of the rootball should 

not occur after planting. The excavated soil shall be placed to one side, separating topsoil and subsoil as far as is practical and 
backfilled in the reverse order to retain natural soil profiles.   All tree pits shall be thoroughly decom

pacted to  sides and broken 
across the base prior to back-filling to elim

inate glazed or sm
eared conditions, m

aking allow
ance for soil settlem

ent after planting. 
Soil is to be shaken around the roots in 150m

m
 deep layers and firm

ed in by foot during backfilling. The tree pit should be saturated 
to field capacity im

m
ediately after planting to aid settlem

ent.

TR
EES IN

 SU
PPO

R
TIN

G
 STR

U
C

TU
R

U
A

L C
ELLS

R
efer to D

etail 1 and consult w
ith engineers to define paving construction over Silva C

ells.  D
eeproot shall oversee construction to 

w
arrant their product.

W
EED

 / D
EB

R
IS C

LEA
R

A
N

C
E

W
here necessary areas to be planted, turfed or seeded shall be cleared of any grass, w

eed grow
th or debris physically and/or 

chem
ically w

ith a translocated herbicide (G
lyphosate) prior to cultivation operations. M

ore than one application m
ay be necessary to 

ensure eradication.  All roots of perennial w
eeds shall be rem

oved. 

PR
O

PO
SED

 TR
EES - PR

O
D

U
C

TIO
N

 A
N

D
 PR

O
C

U
R

EM
EN

T
Trees that are noncom

pliant w
ith the specification or w

ith m
ajor dam

age; w
hether above or below

 ground, shall be rejected and 
replaced at the contractor’s ow

n expense, such that:  All bud and graft unions shall be checked to ensure full com
patibility betw

een 
stock and scion and that there are no w

eak unions or disproportionate grow
th at the grafting/budding joint. Young trees w

ill not be 
accepted if the bud union has been set below

 the soil surface. All young standard tree stock shall have a single, straight leader 
and/or an even, w

ell-balanced branching system
 and crow

n form
ation; a w

ell-form
ed, straight central leader and lateral branches 

subordinated to that leader. All young trees shall exhibit a clearly defined stem
 taper, evident from

 crow
n through to root flare, 

appropriate to the species w
ith a straight stem

. All young trees shall have a proportionate, balanced height/stem
 girth ratio 

appropriate to the species, be self-supporting and able to stand upright w
ithout the use of cane, stake or other form

 of support 
im

m
ediately after planting. Poorly attached branches w

ith included bark, and inw
ard-grow

ing branches, shall be rem
oved or 

form
atively pruned. W

here branches cross or rub, the m
ost significant branch shall be retained and any others rem

oved. 
C

o-dom
inant branches and stem

s shall be rem
oved or subordinated.

N
o bare root trees are perm

itted, to ensure a healthy rootball is provided.  All rootballed trees of 14-16cm
 girth m

ust have been 
transplanted at least three tim

es on the nursery and contain a fully fibrous root system
 w

ith obvious evidence of root pruning or 
transplanting, w

hilst being proportionate size to the stem
 diam

eter. C
ontainerised or container-grow

n trees shall be free from
 circling 

or girdled roots and the natural root flare shall be visible at all tim
es. As the root system

s of rootballed, containerised or 
container-grow

n trees are not visible until the tim
e of planting, a sam

ple of the actual root system
 shall be checked by the LA w

here 
practicable, by breaking open a sm

all percentage of rootballs or containers. All w
ire used for rootballing should be non-galvanized.  

Proof of Plant Passport or biosecurity m
easures shall be provided to the Landscape Architect prior to bringing trees to site.

PR
O

PO
SED

 TR
EES – PR

O
D

U
C

TIO
N

, PR
O

C
U

R
EM

EN
T &

 D
ELIVER

Y
At no tim

e tres be left w
ith their root system

s exposed or vulnerable to drying out. R
ootballed trees shall have been stored in an 

upright position, supported and irrigated during storage. C
ontainerised or container-grow

n trees shall be fully irrigated before loading 
and dispatch to site. All trees should be individually, clearly labelled, indicating the supplier’s nam

e, species, variety, cultivar and size. 
All trees shall be loaded and stacked in such a w

ay as to m
inim

ize the possibility of breakage or crushing by the w
eight of the plants 

above or from
 the security ropes. O

n open lorries, the trees should be com
pletely covered w

ith secure, opaque sheeting. In closed 
lorries or containers, provision shall be m

ade to ensure that the trees rem
ain cool and m

oist at all tim
es during transit. R

ootballed or 
containerised trees shall be low

ered intact from
 the lorry by hand or m

achinery and not dropped onto the ground causing dam
age to 

the root system
. 

PR
O

PO
SED

 TR
EES – PLA

N
TIN

G
Trees shall be supplied to the sizes and stock show

n on the plant schedule and planted in the locations show
n. The root flare of the 

new
ly planted tree shall be clearly visible at the soil surface and not be buried by excess soil or m

ulch. O
nce a rootballed tree has 

been positioned in the planting pit, hessian, tw
ine and the w

ire cage shall be loosened, rem
oving all w

ire that encircles the stem
 

diam
eter. W

here tree planting is specified w
ithin or next to hard landscape areas, haunching to kerb edging around pits shall be 

controlled by shuttering, avoiding concrete spread into tree pits and planting areas.

All trees shall be supported w
ith an underground, dead m

an guying system
 or sim

ilar approved to avoid vandalim
s and breakage of 

trunks against stakes.

Trees w
ithin structural Silva C

ells shall have a dead m
an guying system

.

All standard trees shall have a 2.5m
 long x m

inim
um

 w
idth of 35m

m
 diam

eter, black perforated irrigation pipe such as ‘M
R

3, M
ona 

R
elief Irrigation U

nit’, or sim
ilar approved, w

rapped about the rootball, w
ith 75m

m
 left above ground level w

ithin m
ulch, to perm

it 
irrigation during dry w

eather. Each pipe shall have a lockable cap to the end to prevent ingress of m
ulch, verm

in or rubbish. Supplied 
by G

reen-Tech, tel: 01423 332100.

PR
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SED
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N
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M
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TA
L SH

R
U

B
 A
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D

 H
ED

G
ER

O
W

 A
R

EA
S

All native shrubs shall be container grow
n, 60-80cm

 high unless otherw
ise specified; bushy and have a m

inim
um

 of three to five 
breaks/ branches from

 the base of the plant w
ith full root developm

ent in the container. R
ecently potted plants failing to provide full 

containerised root developm
ent alongside pot bound plants w

ill be rejected and replaced at the contractors ow
n expense.

H
edgerow

 plants shall be planted in a single row
 at 3/m

, offset from
 kerb edges by 0.6m

, as indicated by the schedules.  

B
A

R
K

 M
U

LC
H

Prior to m
ulching individual trees and shrubs shall receive a layer of slow

 release fertiliser and be w
atered to field capacity.  M

ulch 
shall be spread across all borders to a depth of 65m

m
 to allow

 for settlem
ent. The root flare and the base of tree stem

s should be 
m

aintained free from
 m

ulch. C
are m

ust be taken not to bury ground cover plants w
ith the m

ulch.  

M
ulch shall be pest, disease and w

eed free w
ith no M

ethyl Brom
ide contam

ination or additives. C
ertification and typical m

ulch 
sam

ple to be provided upon request.  Substandard m
ulch w

ill be rejected and replaced at the contractor’s ow
n expense. Typical 

bark m
ulch product accepted for general landscape purposes shall be ‘O

rnam
ental Bark M

ulch’, supplied by M
elcourte, Tel: 01666 

502 711 or sim
ilar approved.

PA
VIN

G
/SU

R
FA

C
ES

All surface details by engineer.

M
A

IN
TEN

A
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C
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A
K
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O

O
D
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EFEC

TS
The C

lient's M
anagem

ent C
om

pany shall be responsible for m
aintenance of  trees, hedges and shrubs planted in perpetuity. The 

follow
ing shall be undertaken each year until all planting is established and m

ature:

Plant failures:  All plants that die shall be replaced by the C
lient during the next planting season.  

W
eeds:   All trees, shrubs and hedgerow

 planting shall be kept free of w
eeds for the duration of the 5 year m

aintenance period. 
This shall be by m

echanical or chem
ical m

ethods as appropriate; in line w
ith the m

anufacturer’s instructions and in com
pliance w

ith 
the Pesticides Act (1998), taking care to avoid drift onto surrounding vegetation.   H

edgerow
s shall be kept free of w

eeds 
throughout their full w

idth and length.  All arisings shall be rem
oved.

U
nderground G

uys :   All stakes and ties should be checked regularly to ensure that tree root system
s rem

ain stable, firm
 and 

upright in the ground and that ties are still effective and not causing any dam
age to the tree. 

Plant Protection &
 Soil C

om
paction: All guards and other plant protection m

easures should be checked during each site visit.   
The soil around new

ly planted trees should be regularly inspected for soil capping or com
paction. R

em
edial action should be taken 

as necessary.
Pests &

 D
isease: All plants should be checked on a regular basis for pests and diseases. R

em
edial action should be taken 

prom
ptly on discovery, w

here necessary.
Pruning - G

eneral: Any dam
aged shoots or branches shall be pruned off plants using appropriate secateurs/loppers. Shrubs shall 

be pruned as required to prevent encroachm
ent and obstruction to rights of w

ay and to m
aintain shape and condition. All pruning 

undertaken in accordance w
ith good horticultural practices. All arising shall be rem

oved.
Tree Pruning: Form

ative pruning should be carried out in accordance w
ith BS 3998 as required throughout the early years after 

planting to establish a perm
anent, structurally sound scaffold system

 of branches, typical of the species and appropriate to the site 
circum

stances. 
N

ew
  H

edges: N
ew

 hedges shall be trim
m

ed to top and sides once per year in late February, to m
aintain com

pact grow
th from

 the 
base. U

ltim
ately, new

 hedges shall be m
aintained at 1.5m

 high x 1.5m
 w

ide at m
aturity.  Trees planted w

ithin hedges shall be 
perm

itted grow
 on to reach m

aturity beyond the height of the hedge.  
Litter: All areas shall be m

aintained free of litter at all tim
es. Litter collection shall include non biodegradable m

aterials and 
degradable objects over 100m

m
 length, found along footpaths and public open space areas, undertaken once m

onthly. All arisings 
shall be rem

oved from
 site.

Parking/Surfaces: H
ard surfaced areas site shall be kept free of w

eeds at all tim
es.  Autum

n leaf clearance shall be undertaken as 
necessary in O

ctober/N
ovem

ber.

IR
R

IG
A

TIO
N

The tim
ing and frequency of irrigation should take into account the prevailing w

eather conditions, soil m
oisture release 

characteristics and the response of the tree species to w
ater deficits, or periods of prolonged soil saturation.  The frequency of 

irrigation is m
ore im

portant than the volum
e of w

ater given at any one tim
e. Increased w

ater volum
es cannot com

pensate for a lack 
of frequency. All trees and shrubs shall be irrigated as required, using appropriate w

ater sources to m
aintain good and proper plant 

establishm
ent.  M

onitoring is recom
m

ended if there are 10 consecutive days during the grow
ing season at ≥25 °C

. W
ater should 

only be added if soil m
oisture probe/tensiom

eter values indicate that it w
ould be appropriate to do so. In the first 2 grow

ing seasons 
during sum

m
er m

onths, trees m
ay require the follow

ing total volum
es of w

ater per m
onth, applied across 2 to 3 visits during the 

m
onth: trees 8-10cm

 girth (up to 3m
 high) @

 45L per m
onth; 10-12cm

 girth (up to 3.6m
 high) @

 75L per m
onth;  12-14cm

 girth (up 
to 4.2m

 high) @
 115L per m

onth;  14-16cm
 girth (up to 4.8m

 high) @
 150L per m

onth and 16-18cm
 girth (up to 5.4m

 high) @
 190L 

per m
onth. 
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