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	Proposal(s)

	(TPO Ref: C1160) REAR GARDEN: 1 x English Oak - Crown thin by 20%. 

7 x Sycamore - Fell to ground level.


	Recommendation(s):
	Part Granted/Refused


	Application Type:
	Application for Works to Tree(s) covered by a TPO


	Conditions or Reasons for Refusal:
	Refer to Draft Decision Notice

	Informatives:
	

	Consultations

	Adjoining Occupiers: 
	No. notified


	04

	No. of responses

No. electronic
	00

00
	No. of objections


	02


	Summary of consultation responses:


	The two objections can be summarised as follows:
-trees act as screening between properties

-the trees are an important part of the conservation area

-the trees are of good health and vigour

-I am not in agreement with the facts in the applicants report

-the trees are enjoyed by many people

	CAAC/Local groups* comments:

*Please Specify
	MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type]


	Site Description 

	Number 20 Highfields Grove is a large plot with many trees in its garden. Most of the trees are towards the boundaries of the property. The properties trees are part of a large woodland that has many other properties distributed within it. Most are mature trees.  

	Relevant History

	On the 31/07/15 the council received an application to remove nine Sycamores and three Oaks as well as some reduction works to other trees. The council had two site meetings with the property owner and tree contractor where the council made it very clear that the proposed removals where not appropriate (apart from one removal of an Oak) After some discussions it was agreed that three of the smallest Sycamores could be removed. At both meetings the council made is very clear that the majority of the trees on the site would be TPOed. It was considered that although the original application had been amended that the trees would continue to be under threat from further notifications for removal. After a site visit from a second tree officer it was confirmed that a TPO on the twelve trees was appropriate.

Three Sycamores and one Oak were later removed as agreed.

	Relevant policies

	LDF Core Strategy and Development Policies

LDF Core Strategy and Development Policies

The relevant policies to this proposal are CS5, CS13, CS 15, DP24 and DP25 of The London Borough of Camden Local Development Framework which was formally adopted on the 8th November 2010.

The relevant supporting guidance document is Camden Planning Guidance, September 2013, No 1 Design: Chapter 6 refers to trees.



	Assessment

	The Applicant’s report states ‘trees were inspected from the ground only without taking samples of wood, roots or fungi were taken. A full hazard or risk assessment of the trees was not undertaken’. 

There is no mention of the Sycamores in question having any signs of decay or that any cavities or fungal brackets have been discovered.  Still the applicant’s Agent has given to all 7 trees a ‘Noticeable’ Hazard Rating.
Sycamore trees can live for 100+ years, the trees in question are still young specimens. Sycamore trees thrive in forest type environments, ie in groups. When they grow close to each other they provide shelter to each other. 

The trees have survived recent storms over the past months as well as previous bad weather including heavy rain and wind. I am not aware that any of the trees where effected.

The trees proposed to be felled make up part of the woodland in this section of the Conservation area. Together with the vast variety of other vegetation in the area, the sycamores form an important part of the woodland.
It is recommended that part of the application is refused.



