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Norton Mayfield Architects are making the transition to Building Information Modelling [BIM]. 

As part of this transition we have adopted the British Standard [BS 1192:2007] for drawing naming and 
numbering. We hope to improve our collaboration with clients, consultants and contractors as a result. 

This sheet summarises the key changes but please get in touch if you would like a more detailed 
explanation.

Understanding British Standard drawing naming, numbering and issuing. 

Project Code 

Originator [NMA = survey drawings, feasibility studies or planning 
applications. NMC = post-planning work] 

Zone [XX = All zones. 01 = Zone 1, 02 = Zone 2. etc.] 

Level [ZZ = All floors. 00 = Ground Floor. 01 = First Floor. B1 = 
Basement 1. etc.] 

Type [DR = Drawing. SH = Schedule. RP = Report. etc.] 

Role [A = Architect. B = Building Surveyor. etc.] 

Number [Identifies the set which the drawing/model belongs to. The 
entire file name creates the unique drawing number. Not just the final 
5 digits.]

Status 
The British Standard [BS] requires information to have a status code. Status codes define the suitability 
of information for a specific purpose. It allows control over the use to which information can be put. 
This will avoid errors or ambiguities from occurring. 

The following codes will be used: 

Revision Codes 
The BS requires information to have a revision code noted separately to the status of the drawing. 

Prior to approval for construction revisions will be numbered sequentially with the prefix P. 
e.g P1, P2, P3, etc. 

Once drawings have been authorised for construction [Status A or B] revisions will be numbered 
sequentially with the prefix C.  
e.g C1, C2, C3 etc. 

Reading Status and Revision Codes Together 
Revision codes will always increase as each set of drawings is issued. Status codes, however, can increase 
or decrease dependant on the suitability of the information. 

For example, drawings could become more resolved [working towards construction] or less resolved [as a 
result of major changes required at planning]. Always ensure the status code on the drawing is 
appropriate for the purpose which you require it for. 

Folders will be used to denote the status and revision of a drawing when it is issued electronically.  

S1: For Coordination only. 
S2: For Information. 
S3: For Internal Review. 
S4: For Construction Approval.

D1: For Costing only. 
D2: For Tender only. 
D3: For Contractor Design only. 
D4: For Procurement only.

A: Approved for construction 
B: Approved for construction with minor comments 
[All minor comments will be indicated by a cloud and the statement ‘In Abeyance’ 
until the comment is resolved and approved]. 

AB: As Built

Drawing/document numbers 
Drawing numbers are created from a string of 7 codes. When all 7 codes are read together they create a 
unique drawing or document number. 

We will all need to get used to reading drawing numbers differently from now on:
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