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The Site

The site is an existing town centre restaurant situated in a prominent location on Cambridge Circus with other elevations fronting Charing Cross Road and Shaftesbury Avenue. This application relates to the installation of air intake and attenuators, in line with the recent refurbishment of the restaurant.

The units will be sited in the existing light well, which houses a number of different plant for adjacent properties and not visible by the public.  There are a number of residential properties sited with views into this area.
Consultation

An application was approved in 2014 for roof top plant (2014/6633/P), but due to the size of the internal ductwork, additional units were required for the back of house area.

The additional units have been sited within the building and the specifications of this plant is submitted with this application.  The units need to have air intake and additional attenuation to ensure that the levels are controlled, in relation to the surrounding area.

After the new HVAC was installed for the back of house, air intakes/attenuators were installed on the boiler room vents, W/C Extract and the main air handling units.  Whilst these mitigation measures ensured that the noise was controlled to acceptable levels, it was considered that the units had an unacceptable impact on visual amenity.  
Thus, discussions with the enforcement officer, John Sheehy, have been taking place regarding the proposal to ensure that an acceptable resolution could be achieved. 
After a site visit with the council, different options were reviewed to ensure that the noise levels were minimised, but the impact on visual amenity was addressed.  We have submitted a number of photos with this application, to show how this has been implemented to ensure that the overall impact on the area has been minimised.

The Proposal
In brief the proposal includes the capping of previous ducts, with new exhausts and acoustic attenuators. 
The work was completed in September 2015.  
The works are detailed on drawing CAM_6961_M_1004, as follows:

· New fresh air intake acoustic attenuator above door (1490w x 1035h x 690d);
· Former vent ducts capped off 100mm from wall;

· 3no. new vent grilles 

An acoustic report has been attached detailing the noise assessment carried out by our specialists, which shows that during the analysis the change in noise level with the plant switched on and off is negligible, in context with the neighbour’s condensers. 
The operation of the new plant is limited to store opening hours (07:00 – 23:00). The attached assessment concludes that the plant is operating at least 10 dB below the background noise level. This is in compliance with the British Standards 4142: 1997, Method for rating industrial noise affecting missed residential and industrial areas. An acoustic assessment has been carried out Acoustic Associates South West Ltd, on behalf of McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd. 

The attenuation for the boiler flues and w/c extracts was relocated to inside the roof cavity, with only an external grill in place.  This has been discussed and is considered acceptable.

The largest attenuator was sited outside the fire exit, which supplies the air intake and attenuation for the main S1 AHU and although additional attenuation has been provided within the ceiling void, to ensure that the noise mitigation is maintained, this unit still extends from the wall by 690mm.  

Given the scale and location of this unit, in context to the surrounding plant and the other options available, we consider that these fittings will have a negligible impact on the building itself and in fact improve the situation to the adjacent properties. 
There are options to clad or paint the unit white, in context with the rest of the building, if this is considered necessary to minimise the visual amenity and we would welcome discussions on this detail, during the application.

We have worked with Camden Council to review the options and to minimise the overall impact of the plant, which has led to the current scheme.  Overall, we have carefully considered the amount and location of the proposed work in relation to the building, in terms of noise and visual amenity. In the light of this conclude that there is no adverse impact.

