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	MWA Arboriculture Ltd
	
	
	

	Bloxham Mill Business Centre 

Barford Road 

Bloxham 

Banbury 

Oxfordshire 

OX15 4FF
	
	
	

	
	
	Application Ref: 2015/4017/T

	
	
	Please ask for:  Gerry Oxford

	
	
	Telephone: 020 7974 4983

	
	
	

	
	
	17 November 2015


Dear  Sir/Madam 

DECISION

Town and Country Planning Acts 1990 (as amended)

Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order) Regulations 1999

REFUSAL OF CONSENT FOR WORKS TO TREE/S UNDER A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER
Address: 

38 Belsize Park Gardens 

London 

NW3 4NA
Proposal:

(TPO REF. 25H) FRONT GARDEN: 2 x Sycamores T3 & T4 - fell to ground to relieve property subsidence. 

The Council has considered your application dated 14 July 2015 and decided to refuse consent for the following reason(s):

Reason(s) for Refusal

	1
	The two sycamore trees are highly visible from the public realm, they are considered to provide a high level of visual amenity and make a positive contribution to the character of the conservation area. The application states that the two Sycamores are implicated in vegetation related building damage and should be removed. The information submitted with the application is not considered to conclusively prove that the trees are the cause of the damage and that removal is the only option. It is considered that the removal of the trees would be detrimental to the character of the area.

There seems to be some confusion with reference to the ownership of the two Sycamore trees. In the report dated 21/07/14 it states 'the local authority sycamores can be removed'. The trees are in fact privately owned.

There is no crack monitoring to demonstrate seasonal movement in relation to the moisture demand of the trees

Level monitoring generally identifies minimal movement which could be a result of natural evaporation processes.  Level and crack monitoring is usually collected for two years and typically all measuring points will show similar movement at the same times of year, but perhaps in different amounts.

The report identified damage as slight and therefore only minor cosmetic repairs are required.

It is not clear if the submissions to the council are discussing damage to the building or other areas. In the report dated 04/08/14 its states 'there is movement due to other causes to the front retaining walls, garden walls and garden paths' I cannot find any detailed discussions on these topics.

The report states that reduction works to the trees is not appropriate, however suitable reduction/maintenance works can reduce the leaf volume and water uptake of trees and limit any future potential for subsidence

In the report dated 08/07/15, it states that it would cost £8000 to repair damage found if trees are removed and £120K for underpinning to the localised areas of movement if trees are retained.  The council would like to see the break down on how the author came to this figure.

The Council objects to the removal of the two sycamores on the grounds of insufficient information which fails to justify the removal of the trees.




Informative(s):

	1 
	


If you are unhappy with the Council’s decision you may appeal within 28 days of the date of this notice by writing to The Environment Team, Room 4/04, Kite Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN.
Yours faithfully
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Ed Watson

Director of Culture & Environment

	It is important to us to find out what our customers think about the service we provide. To help us in this respect, we would be very grateful if you could take a few moments to complete our online survey at the following website address: www.camden.gov.uk/dmfeedback. We will use the information you give us to help improve our services.
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