
 

P3075 BULL & LAST PUBLIC HOUSE, NW5 1QS 

REVIEW OF INFORMATION IN RESPECT OF FORMER CELLAR HATCH  

 

1. Introduction  

As part of a planning application for alterations to the Bull & Last Public House, it is proposed to 
re-create a cellar hatch adjacent to the pavement to Woodsome Road. Refer architectural 
drawings by WMG Studio. The cellar hatch is currently internal within the pub, however it is 
thought that originally this was external and has subsequently been infilled. We have reviewed 
the information available in respect of this, which we have summarised in this statement.  

 

2. Site Visit 

We have visited the public house and we have attached a sample of our photos in Appendix A.  

In summary of our observations: - 

- The public house has wide pavements to both Highgate Road and Woodsome Road, 
suggesting some of these pavement areas lie within the demise of the pub (refer photo 1) 

- Adjacent to the Woodsome Road elevation, there is an area where there has been 
previous re-surfacing (refer photo 2) 

- Inside of the pub and behind the re-surfaced area there is an internal cellar hatch (refer 
photo 3) 

- At basement level there is an area of wall which is damp, giving very high readings with a 
dampmeter (refer photo 4). This is beneath the internal cellar hatch and behind the 
assumed former cellar hatch. 

- The internal cellar hatch has been framed out in timber. The original steel beam does not 
line through with the edge of the hatch. 
 

3. Sub-surface scanning 

A sub-surface scan was commissioned to check for any services which would be affected by the 
reinstatement of the cellar hatch, and to check for any further signs of the original cellar hatch. 
The scan was carried out by Subscan Technology Ltd on 23 September 2015, and their findings 
are given in Appendix B.  

In summary: - 

- Generally the services were found to be clustered together and close to the kerbline to 
Woodsome Road 

- One service ran closer to the building elevation; this was a telecoms cable 300 deep. 



 

- The scan also picked up a subsurface anomaly, assumed to be a possible slab 500mm 
below pavement level. The Subscan Technology report suggests this may be a capping 
slab over a former void. 

 

4. Conclusions 

- Our observations from the site visit suggest the presence of an external cellar hatch 
which has previously been infilled. There has been re-surfacing in the assumed location 
and the basement wall behind is damp, whereas the adjacent sections are not. The 
internal hatch looks not be original as it has been framed out in timber, with the original 
steel beam not running parallel to its inside edge. 

- The findings of the subsurface scan support the above conclusion. The existing services 
were generally found to be close together and route around rather than over the assumed 
former hatch. The report from the sub-surface scanning specialist also suggested the 
presence of a slab over a void, suggesting an infilled area.   

- The one service that does run over the proposed reinstated cellar hatch is a telecoms 
cable and this will need to be diverted prior to the excavation works.   
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APPENDIX A - PHOTOS 
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Photographs from site visits  
 

  
Photograph 1 – External View 

  

 

Photograph 2 – View of pavement adjacent in front of 
Woodsome Road elevation 

  
Photograph 3 – Internal view showing bricking up to 

line of internal cellar hatch 
Photograph 4  - High damp readings taken to wall on 

line of hatch 
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Photograph 5 – Detail of Internal Cellar Hatch 

 

Photograph 6 – Framing around internal cellar hatch 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B – SUB-SURFACE SCAN RESULTS 

 


















