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London terrace hause;‘ 1660-1860

Em:

A guide ro alreranions and extensions

Introductiog

The terrace houwse is of
curstanding importance o the
hiszorical development of London.
Many are individually of great
archivecoural or historical
sipnificance. Their construcrion in
planned streets and squares on the
griat private estates of central and
inner London from the mid-
seventeenth century onwards has
begueathed a remarkable legacy
which has dictated the character and
form of large areas of London,
London's terrace houses are a
valuahle resource. Their
conservation makes good economic
and practical semse,  Por over 350
vears they have provided haghly

adaptable socommaodation foar o
wide range of domestic and

commercial uses, and with care and
sensitivity they can contimue to do
=0 ndefimitely

Thas lesfliet = intended o past
lowcal plannimg authorites m
London, as well a5 ovwners and ther
priofessional advisers, m considering
some of the most common forms of
alterations o London werrce
hemases, Te sets our English
Heritage"s guidance on London
terrace houses and 15 concerned
largely with listed cighreenth- and
rinereenth-cenmery examples.
Howewver, similar principles can be
applied generally o cellular
doirieslic '!'-ui]l.lil:!q.:h of all E‘!ll.':l’jl.ldh.
including many unlisted terraces

Learly sineteenth-century ferrace af
Montagne Srveer, Mlamasbury

and mews. Although the guidance
is deaswmn from English Heritage's
work in London, it may well be
applicable clsewhere, particularly in
the south-cast where London howse
types were often used as models.
Tradivional regional architecoure and
repair wchniques do vary, however,
and the advice of the local planning
authority should always be sought

Historical background
M arrow-Tronted, timber-framed

houses were the norm in London
before the Reformation. In the



seventeenth cenmiry hrick
increasingly replaced timber. Early
brick howses swere built in small
groups of tao or three in streers,
vards, and alleys, and as ribhon

development along the main roads.

They were not just houses, but

+ workshops, offices, shops, and
taverns, each with a rear private
space used either as a garden or as
a backyard for trade or washing,
Few London town howses from
bBetore 1700 now remam,

Linked te the growth of the
London town house 15 the trachbion
of the London sCjLare with rowvs of
houses of o similar design grouped
around a central OPeE SpAce. This
originated i the 16305 under the
direction of Inigo Jones who was
nspared by French and Italiam
expmples. The development of the

Piseza at Covent Garden (16310 135
the maost celebrared example,
drawing strongly on the work of
Palladhio and Serlio. MNos 52-5%5

Mewingron Greeen, built in 1658, ane

the earliest surviving examples of a
roaw of matching, classically-
influenced brick houses in Londomn.
Extermal uniformity was made

i

e T

possible by the widespread adoption
of brick after the Great Fire of
1666, The principal developer
responsible for the growth of the
London brick terrace was Dir
Micholas Barbon {d 1698], a
financier who refined the system of
speculative development under
which much of early Creorgian
London was bwilt, This essennally
minvolved n number of builders ench
undertaking to construct small
numbers of houzes wathin a EIven
development, In order to ensure
SLFTIE TTICHSLITS Il'r l::l.l-11HI'\-||I."I'Il::}'. ||1l\.!
TLINY l:'\ll. I.II11!.I.FTI11I.:|' i.‘ll\_'!ii._l;lh_'l.l |1l!:lI.IHI\_'!lG
evalved and became archirecturally
fashionable. Slight differences in
window or parapet height marked
the boundaries between different
bulders, but the overall affect was p
strving toowards grenter uniformity,
Chueen Anne's Gate, Westminster,
relaing some superh examples from
around 1704,

The brick howuses of the post-Fire
pericd were considerably more
regular than the timber-framed
buildings they replaced.  This trend
towards sober regularity was
strengthened from the 1720s

Bl

4 _.-..n.ir,.i;{i::-'____

Nos 867-26% High Road, Tottenham
Restored early eighreenth-century
foures saved fromr derelicrion

onwards 'h:p' the Palladian revaval,

As exrernal opulence and sculpiural
enrichment became unfashionable,
abatract gualitics of proportion
assumed greater prominence,
although external sobricty often
conccaled lavish interiors of
remarkable splendour. “This process
was assisted by the London Building
Acs of 1667, 1707, and 1709,
consolidaved into a singls Act in
1774, Timber was discouraged for
external use to reduce the risk of
fire. Brick parapets replaced wooden
caves, and windows were usually
recessed. The 1774 Act specitied
different ‘rares” of houses, The floor
area determined the mate, which in
turn determimed the mimimum
thickness of the principal walls
There was a huge range of scale
from madest buildings one romm
deep o those with a grand five bay
frome and a linked mews building m
the rear. Builders were left with
fewer design decisions, a
development thar inpensified from



the late eighteenth century omwards
when individwal estates began to
insist on a more standardised
approach to elevatons which were
drawn up by estate survevors, This
aceounts for the close similarity of
so0 much late Georgian London
housing in areas as diverse as
Ishington, Kenmington, and Bow,

The resulting sobrwety of the
Georgian terrace 15 still evident,
Indmvidual howses did not compere
with each other but were
subordmate o the overall
composition, The exception e this
was the temple-tronted terrace, in
whitch the middle and end elements
wers given greater emphasis by
means of pediments and end
pavilions, defined by pilasters and
columns, The Adam brothers in
particular set the trend Tor the
palace=fronted street, Whaole lengths
of houses were unified o grand
compositions such as the Adelphi
(1T08-T2), Portland Place (1776
80}, and Firoy Square (1T00-94).
The grandest culmination of this
process came with John Mash's
spectacular design for Regent’s Park,
Regent Steeet, and Carlvon House
Terpace (1BL2-33).

Frgure 1: evpicald howse plan of ¢ [ 7000

By the mid-nineteenth century
stucco facades, popularised by MNash,
facilitated large-scale palatial
compositions. Many of London’s
Victorian terraces, partcularly those
in Kensington and Bayswater, reflect
the Georgian emphasis on
uniformity and proportion,
combined with o greater stress on
cubward elaboration using Irabianare
sources for inspiration, This tradition
continwed inko the early pwentieth
century and gave large areas of
Losden ther distmetve character.

Although London termce houses
are varked, certain aspects of their
special interest are common to nearly
all:

= the loyout of the houses in streets
und sguares, or less frequently
crescents and arcuses, with small
rear yards, private sardens or large
communil gardens surrounded by
tercaces, and consistent boundary
rreatments wsing railings or walls

= the architectural composition of
the terrace facades themselves, in
which the single houses form a
unit in a larger enciry, bur are
subordinare o it

Frgure 2; typical howse plan of ¢ 1780

3

= the detailed architectural
trestment of the elevations, their
proporbions, the choracter of the
materinls used, and the
craftsmanship employed

the plan form and general
treatment of the interiors The
majoniry of London termace houses
conform o a lemited number of
clesely related plan formes with o
consistent hierarchy berween front
and back rooms and with the
principal rooms located almost
universally on the ground and first
floors (=ee Figs 1, 2, and 3);
similarly, mouldings and
decorative features vary in scale
und elnboration but generally
conform to a standard vocabulary
andd disposition throughout the
howse,

As a result of the leaschold system
urrder which much of Georgian and
Victortan London was builr,
buildings were often upgraded ar the
expiry of individual leases o veflect
the larest fashion rather than
completely redeveloped. Accordingly,
ir is common o find ecarlier interiors
behind laver reconsrected facades.

Frgeore 30 typical howse plan of ¢ 1850



exisieng plan form,
Moor sirsciures,
watls, statrcases,
and miernal
partitions retained
and repaired wwith
RN
structiral
alteration

A R T A

Typical early cighteenth-century
ferrace house: cut open isometric
view from front

FIGURE 4

o ariginal faitern

repaired or
disinrhed
hrickoork roned
desom I wnarch
i
v reilings
retined and

All original and later fearures of
interest should be retained and

repaired in sitk wherever possible
or reinstated to match the original
kil r




FIGURE 5

arind repraired foith

All original and laver features of

interest should be retained and

i gt wherever possible
il

or reinstated to match the

detail where missing

Ul ppen isnmerc

terrace house:
from back

view

Typical early eighteenth-century




Applications

Applications for lsted building
consent, wid querics about the need
for consent for any external or
internal works, should be made o
the copservation officer in the local
planning authority. Planning
permission and conservation area
consent may also be required. Pre-
application discussions at an early
stage in the design process can be
particularly useful and help oo avoid
problems at a later stage.

Applications should be supported
by photographs and accurate,
suitably scaled drawings illustrating
both the existing condition of the
building and the proposed works.
These are usuwally best produced by
architects or surveyors experienced
in hiscoric buildings work.

All applicants and their
professional advisers should be
familiar with the advice et out i
PP 15 Mawening and e Risioric
engarnnen, and with the relevant
sections of the local Unitary
Drevelopment Man, Helpful advice
can also be found m Deoeloporent i
the IpEforie SRURORMERE an H.lrg'n'l'.d.-
HMerirage grnde te l|‘:vrl|'1'r._'|.:_, l|':|l'|'.|¢;.'..'|'.IIJ|'I'|.'.,
arad pord practice,

It 15 important o anticipate other
SEAMILOrY requirements ot an early
stage. Manming controls over land
use allocation, density, plot rtu,
daylighting, and other controls
should be relaxed where this would
enahle historic hl.l'i]l.lin;p: i e ],;i.vn_'n
m new legse of e, A sensitve and
sensible ;||'||'|-|'il.:|||i11r|. of the Hui.|d:ing
H;:gl.l.hll'i-:'-nr:. and fire H..ilri.'1_l|'
l#;;iulut:il.m 1% also |_':!:I:I'I_'I:I"IL']'_|.'
mmportant. For instance, 10 may be
apcceptable o employ discreetly
sitied wmoke detecrors rather than
lobbies o rooems off a staircase.
Each case will require a carveful
balance to be struck berween the
specil inperest of the building and
any prolechive measures required,
such as means of escape
requirements, Generally, lisped
bBuilding conscnt will not be
forthooming unl such martters are
risolved satisfactorily as an inccgral
part of any application. For this
reason it will normally be advisable
o submic full plans under the
Building Regulations in conjunction
with any planning or listed building
consent applications.

Creneral advice

Many of the marerials and eraft
rechiniques used in the construction
of Georgian and Victorian rerrace
houses are still available today, and
it is rarely advisable wo depart from
traditional pracrice when carrving
ot alterations or repairs,

Frequently a house may have
been altered or acguired later
additions. Sometimes these
accretions will have an obviously
damaging effect both on the
individual howse or on the overall
composition of the terrace making
their removal desirable.
Sometimes, however, later features
such as conservatories, porches,
balconies, windows or chimneys
may have intrinsic ment and form
am important part of the
cumulative history of the bulding.
When dealing with an mdavidual
terrace house, therefore, it will be
necessary o weigh the case for
retaining such alterations against
the feasibility and benefies of
mm:ﬂ.l;ul;'ing 1|'|-e,: -:1'.-'1,:1',:|I|. i.nl_.:gril_l,' ol
the I:u,l.il-:,:l'ing in pll.rl:'i-:,:ulil.r. and the
\.'.-'idq_'r ETOLLE Gl Gl '.\'III.FII\_'-
Conjecrural restoration should be
avorded,

As g general Tule alterations
should preserve the structure,
character and appeamance of the
l'.||..|i||:!:in|.;. In a conservation area il
15 vital 1o consider the way the
house fits nto the wider context of
the street and any alverations
should Preseryvie ar erthance the
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Figure 6 typreal first floor siructiure
of an early mineteeRth-contury ferrace
e

character or appearance of the
area. The frone elevation and other
parts visible from the street or
other public places are particularly
sensitive. Alterations should not
impair or destroy the overall shape
and proporiion of a howse, or
detract from = histore character,
i partcular its reof proble or the
shape, design, and appearance of
window and door epenings.
Intericors should abwvays be
considered.

Alterations

The advice that follows covers the
most common types of alterations
and is intended as general guidance
for the benefit of applicants,
owners, and other interested
parties including local planning
authorities responsible for
determining apphcations. It should
be read in conpunction with the
detailed guidanse on alterations to
listed buildings s¢t out in Annex &
of PG 15 and the relevant policies
in the local |_.'ni.l,:.|r].' ﬁl:uu]l.:-]'lmunl,
Plan,

Structural alterations
The structural integrity and fabric
of a listed building should alawavs
be carefully preserved, and an
integrated rather than elemental
approach adopted to 1= repar,
Many old buildings appear 1o
sulTer From struoctural wenkneswes
leiH'inH from their Lge, rrethods of
consiruction, and patlern of prasl
Lise, but thewe are often overdtated.
Orivce they have setrled o a soare
of equilibriwim they will normally
continue to offer adequate seevice
prowviding they are not subjecred o
major disturbance. Major
structural intervention can casily
tweer limited weaknesses into
serious defects leading 1o a rapid
cacalation of work, loss of original
fabric or perhaps collapse. Ofien
proposals stem from the inflexible
requirements of particular clients
or funding bodies who demand the
same standards as those applied to
a modern building, These are
almost abways at vanance with the
architectural and structural
integrity of an historic building and
should not normally be regardesd as
sufficient justification for major
Intervention.



Alteratons and development
proposals should be restricted tooa
maodest scale and based on g
complete understanding of the
structural lrmitations of the
bunlding, Sloping Mors, peorly
biomded brickwork, and underspeed
pists are often found 10 old
buildings, Low=key repairs and the
reinstatement of the ornginal
structural form and elements are
prefemble e wholesale
TECOnSITUCHion Or major
disturbance. Even relanvely small-
seale repairs and alverations should
be executed sensitively and 1o the
highest conservation standards,

Where more sophistcated
technigques are put Torward,
applicants will need 10 justily why
these are being proposed. They will
need 0o be acceptable o all
interested parties, including
Building Control Officers. In every
case full derails will be required
bazed on site investigation and
discussion.

F:.rl'.'l‘..ln" |.|I|.'|II|'|-‘|'I|'I'r.-€||'|'

For the feasons set oul ;11'.:_1!.'-._-..
propoesals for partial demaolition or
demolition behind the facades of
terrace houses will almaose :I|'|-'.':'|'_l.':1
be unacceprable. Such an
approach destroys the integrity of
the hisvoric strucrure and reduces
the bhuilding 1o stage sceneey. The
overall plan form, materials, and
tetality of the structure are

Mon-destrechive rechnagees should be
swsed te enadicare dry st Adequae
enrikaron o5 eeseninal

inextricably part of the special
interest of any hsted building and
should be preserved.,

In some cases consideration may
bhe grven o modest amounts of
demaolitiom where the fabric is of
lmited ingerest o gualicy, and
where appropriate adaptation may
secure the long-term presceyvation
and restomation of the building as a
whaole,

Flogr sivengtliciieg

Proposals for floor serengrhening
increasingly form part of
refurbishment schemes for office
wse. The Moors of moese historic
buildings are usually perfectly
adequare for the acrual loads they
will carey and consent will not
normally be granted for schemes
inwvalving high levels of
ITLETVCILInD.

The exrensive replacement of
flor joists with either new timber
or stechwork will generally not be
accepiable. Low-key and localised
techniques of repair, stiffening, and
strengthening are favoured,
retaining the existing fabric and
srructure and, where necessary,
improving its performance. Repairs
should vsually be carried out using
the same materials and established
traditional methods, swch as
scarfing on new tmber. Further
guidance is s¢t out in a separate
English Heritage leafler Cyfice Raor
foadisg i Ristoric Puildings,

Ror aud infestation

The eradication of dry or wet rot or
beetle infestation can mapidly lead
to the progressive strippang of a
building, In each case only the
MINImUm works necessary should
be carmied out after detmled
discussion with the local r.-l.'nml.n}[
authonty and English Heritage.
Specialst advice shoald i!l.h'l'il:."\- bz
soght and the vse of non-
destructive techmigques requiring the
mimimum removal of amber will be
encouraged.

Clrgent soovks

Where severe damage has occurred
due o the faillure of rool coverings
or prolonged neglect, the first siep
should be to prop unstable
srructures and crect a [Cmparary
roof. The building shouwld then be
allowed o drv out while maore

detaniled inspections are conducted.
The removal of rubbish will
facilitare deving out and berer
access, but care should be taken
nol 1o discard hiscoric features or
derails. Adequare recording is
casenrial. Bach clement of the
structure should then be assessed
for repairs.

Hogeed or cracked brickivork
Fropesals for rebuilding large areas
of brickwork should be avoided or
minimised whenever possible,
Many London terrace houses werne
bruile wwith livile or no foundations
of sometimes just with shallow
sreppod footings. Poorly bonded
brickwork is common. Frono walls
are often found inadequately ted oo
party walls, However, these arg not
adequate reasons for wholesale
reconstruction. It is essental to
investigate the cause of any falure,
which may be due to a variety of
problems, such as old bomb
damage, subsidence, delamination
or unfortunate prior alterations.
Low-key repairs, imvalving tving
back existing brickwork or limited
stitching, may often suffice and
reduce the risk ol the progressmve
dismanthing of the structun:

External alterations

Az a general rule any alterations or
repairs to external elevations
should respect the existimg design
and materials and match them as
closely as possible i colour,
texture, and guahty, Pigures &, 5,
amd T-10 illustrate the appropriate
treatment of common London
termace house tvpes of vanous
periods,

Arickseark

Frequently the brickwork of many
London terrace houses has
acguinzd a patina of age, and some
retain traces of historic tuck
poanting. In such cases the
cleaning of brickwork will usually
reguine lared building consen,
Specialist experrise i essential and
unless done carefully it can damage
brickwork and have an adverse
impact on historic characrer. For
these reasons it should usually be
avoided. Tradivional techniques
such as scor washing can be used
i tone down raw new brickwork to
a more muted Appearance.
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Foinring

Bepointing should only be careied
out when absolutely necessary.
I}etective mortar should be raked
ot by hand. Power tools should be
Lime-based mortar should
always be used and finished wo
match the onginal joint.
Weatherstruck and ribbon joints are
mauthentc and potenoally
domaging and should not be used

avonded

A separate Enghsh Hemntage leaflet,
The porniang of Brackoork, gives
praciical advice on mortars and
protnng,

Parnimg

|:':|i11‘.i:|1'r: the outsicde of a hsted
butlding requires listed building
cofgent il the special character of
the building 14 affected. Unpainted
suraces and stone detmls should
fever be pamnted aver. Many
I'I:iI:I.I.'lL'\.':I:I[h-LL'::ll.IJE:.' stucocon termaces
hawve been p:lin'.q_';! for generations
with ol praent. When choosing a
q_'l.'\-|q.'-U|. care should be taken to
consider the integrity of the whaole
terrace, a9 well az the historie colour
schermne and s effecr. On umihied
formal compositions uniformity of
colour, wexture, and tone may be a
vital part of the overall townscape,
Omn more fragmented terraces of
different styles or periods o greater
degree of choice may be possible,

Werdotes

Existing timber windows should be
retained and repaived, unless they
are obvicusly lnappropriate or in
very poor condition.
Weathersmmipping and drawghn
proofing can improve thermal
efficiency at a fraction of the cost of
replacement. Old glass should be
protected, retained or reused.
Traditional lead fanlights should be
kept or, whers missing, reinstated to
the original pattermn.

Where new windows are
reguired, careful consideratien
should be given te the reinstatement
of ariginal patterns of glazing bars
where these are knovwn, However.,
where gl early plate glass
windows survive, they can often be
af interest in therr own right and
1Ty reed to he kept. T'he exact
d:il:l.l.l.'l1!’i:l||11!’i l\.'\ll. !.Elili':lﬁj.: bars vary
ereatly depending on the date of the
building and these refinements
should alwavs be carefully

Foor l';'f'll-.!'.-l.'.-'.-u_- LM ccnidse erretersrhle
|:I'-:|I.'I|:u.!L' EL | -!'!.'u'n'n'l'.lr.u critell Fraeen 2

DTN

eespected. A separate English
Heritage guidance leaflet is available
on Tomber sasl windems, Standard
factory-made windows in tmber,
aluminium, UPYC or steel are non
accepiable as these are almos
alwavs damaging to the character
and appearance of historic
buildings. For similar reasons
double-glazed sealed wnits set in
existing frames should also be
avoided. Carefully designed
secondary glazing can soamerimes
offer an acceptable alernative
provided it dees not compromise
panelled windew reveals or other
internal details,

frmrvork

Last and wroughe iren details such
as baleomes, rmlings, overthrows,
and door furmiture should be
retamed and repaired wherever
possible. Missing details con he

Il

copied from original patterns. A
separate English Heritage leaflet is
available enttled Ormamenna
wromnmerk; gares and raiding External
plumbing should be minimised and,
whers required, sited unobtrusively,
Mastic should be resisted in favour
of st iren or alloy, painted to
blend with the background surface,

Roafs

MMosr terrace howses were roofed in
slate or clay tile, and it s important
Lo ensure that appropriage
readiticnal satural materials are
employved. Artificial slaces and tiles
arc ot usually acceprable, snd
original derails such as lesd hips or
rolls, or ornamental crestings,
should be rerained or remnstaned,
Eooflights may be appropriate
where they are our of sight and o
on principal roof slopes, provided
thar tradivional rectangular designs
fitted flush o the roof slope are
used, Chimney stacks and pots
should always be retained, even if
redundant,



f.-.:,l"é.' ..'.rl-.!'r ..'J:q,'.l'.-r-_'..'.l.'r.l'.--\..'..'.lu|.'r:'|' starease, MRE eany REREeeRIfi— CHIEY ErATPCaEs.
Sragreases are metegral paves of the chavacrer of domresric budaines

External services

External fire escapes and guard
rails ghould anly be considered if all
other ]1l.:u.~1i'|1:||ili4.':< fior meepns of
cRCape have been exhavsted, They
should always be located
l.LI'I.I'h[:I'IJHI'-L‘]:l.' Lo mminimise their
i.I'|'|]'l;3l.'[ an the :\IJIT\.:IIJIII'_‘I:Irl.l.I: res,
Similacly, burglar alarms, satelhite
dishes, aerials, meter cupboards,
CCTY cameras, and air
conditioning of other plant should
be locaved as discreetly as possible
and should pot impinge on the
character, appearance or silhouene
of the building. On particulacly
sensitive elevations it may not be
possible to add such firtings.

Haerdary trearmienis

Many terrace houses face directly
onteo front gardens or areas which
provide anoimportant element of
the setting of each individual house
and of the terrace as 1 whele, The
provision of hard standing for car
packing i front gardens will

almoesr always have a derrimental
effect upon the appearance of the
building from the soreer and
generally should be avoided.
Original boundary rreatments such
as metal railings, stone balusters,
hedges, walls or fences should he
preserved or reinstated where they
have been removed at a later darte.
Lrustiin enclosures can also be
hughly obtrusive and should nor
normally be allowed on the street
!-T\l:'\-rlll:li.':-\.!. Refuse storage I.ru'h].;-m!-.
can usually be resolved by the
discreet use of basement, rear or
side arens, or by the coordinaton
of the regquirements of indmadual
[eranis.

Internal alterations

Listed building consent s reguired
for all alterations which afTect the
characier of the interior of a hsred
building, whatever its grade.
Interiors showld always be
considered even if they ane mot
referred o in the list description.

')

Mormally, individual Features of
imterest should be retained and lefi
o siven, and fully protecred during
the course of any works., Some
fearures or carly wallpapers may
survive hidden behind later hnings
and care should always be
exercised o avoid unnecessary
damage.

The domestic plan form of
London terrace houses is an
important part of their character
and special interest. A a general
rule the character, proporton, and
mtegrity of the principal rooms at
ground and first floor levels,
tesgether with the pomary and
secondary staircase compartments,
should be preserved. Normally,
such areps should not be
subdivided. Elsewhere a greater
degree of flexibility may be
possible, although the original plan
foorem and features should remain
clearly discernible. Any alterations
should be reversible.

Ar basement level proposals for
wholesale clearance should be
resisted. Evidence of domestic
service arrangements s becoming



mcreasingly rare, Features such as
stome flags, ovens, ranges, grates,
pantries, wine cellars, strong
rooms, and bell indicators all
illustrate the character of a past
age and should normally b
retained.,

Contersem

The divizion of a ]:ll'gl-_" |:'t|.|1.1m: :inl:-u a
number of separate units may often
be acceprable in principle, but i
needs o be planned and carried
out with care and sensitivity. The
need wo preserve the special
interest of the inrerior will
influence the number and kinds of
units which can be formed. The
separation of a basement flar from
the remainder of the howse will
usually be the simplest and
generally least disruptive form of
subdivision, particularly where the
basement can be approached via
front area steps. In such cases the
internal staircase from the ground
floor to basement should usually
remain, but shoold be enclosed o
provide effective separation. In
listed buildings which recain
panslled partitions or fine interiors
the scope for conversion may be
limited, and the physical
implhications will need to be
assessed before planning
permission is granted for any
change of use.

= multiple occupation of the howse
ahove basement level can lead o a
greater degres of disturbance and
involve problems of fire protection
and sound mmsulation, These will
require detailed resolution at
application stage. Upgrading of
flocrs and partitions for fire
resistance and acoustic msulation
should alwavs wvold conspicuous
alreration or loss of original fabric,
A fire safery engineering approach
may obwiate the need for extensive
phyaical aleration., Most panelled
doors can be upgraded 1o improve
fire resistance by applying sheet
materials sensitively 1o one face,
burt retaining the panelled
appearance. Works o upgrade the
fire resistance of separating floors
and walls are also likely o achieve
normal requirements for aifborne
sound. Impact sound transmission
can usually be resolved by the use
of thick underlay and carpet.

* lareral conversion of reo or maore
houses s normally unacceprable,
parvicularly where this involves the
removal of staircases or the plan
form of principal rooms, bur a
simple door opening berween
adjpcent buildings in arcas of
Iimited interest is often acceprable
a5 A means of reconciling
functional requirements with the
integrity of individual howses.

openings between front and rear
mneams are sometimes possible oo
meet modern requirements
providing these are treated
sensitively as archways, retaining
substantial nibs of the existing
wall,

the principal and secondary
stadrepses and chimney breasts are
vital parts af the charncter and
plan form of most domestic listed
buildings and should be kept.
Similarly, other elements such as
internal doors and dooreases
should be retained, even of
redundant and fixed shut,

¥

where permited, new internal
walls and partitons should be
scribed around existing mouldings
ar derails 1o permit remnstatement
ar a later dape.

original ornamental features such
as panclling, shurrers,
architraves, skirtings, dados,
panclled doors, door furniture,
mouldings, cornices, decoratave
plasterwork, and chimney pieces
of all types are essential pares of
the domestic character of most
buildings. They should always be
carefully protected and restored
or, where damaged, reinstated. A
separate English Heritage leaflet
Cleorgian Joinery, 1660-1540 is
pvailable on the history, design,
and conservation of interior
woodwork in CGreorgian houses,

= in some listed buildings colour
sthemes and lighting are
important elements of the total
character, These aspects may
require detailed discussion and
:".]1|:L'i:.||.ix1_ ||.-|_:|1.-||.'.~e.-:.
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comfined to rear rooms, or arcas of
lesser importance, In larger houses
these can often be designed as free-
standing elements of furniture
within the room, therehy
minimising the impact on the
overall proportion and on any
architectural fearures, Running
vertical ducts or eonduils through
major reoms and entrance halls
should be avoided because of the
porential damage o cormices and
other decorative feamures. Pipework
should be run 1o the pear of the
building, preferably within the floor
vioid, and unobtrusively rouped
dowr the rear elevation. Where
this is not feasible i is sometimes
possible o conceal vertical ducts
within voids, cupboards oF staircase
comparoments, chased ineo the
wall.

Secuving

Particular care should be exercised
when buildings are vacant or under
refurbishment to prevent damage or
theft of architectural features.
Yulnerable items such as chimney
preses or stained glass should be
insured, photographed, protected,
security marked, and, where
approprate, wired to an alarm
SVELEm.

Extensions

Many owners want to improve their
property by adding bathrooms or
modern services, or by extending ar
the rear, side or roof level. The
balance between preservation and
change may not always be casy o
strike. The aim should be to
minimize the impact on the
building while helping the owner to
adapt the property to suit
reasonable needs,

Extensions should never dominate
the parent building in bulk, scale,
rnaterials or design, The maost
appropriate solution will normally
be o use a traditional design
emploving the existing architectural
viscabulary of the parent building o
ensure that the new work s
inpegraved harmoniously with the
character of the building a5 a whaole,
Howewver, there may be some
occasions where a more modern
design approach may be acceprable.
Early guidance from the local
planning authority is essential.



Rool extensions

Proposals for roof extensions on
terrace houses are common, but in
many cases they are inappropriate
and detrimental to the character
and integrity of the building and
the wider townscape. BEach case
needs to be judged on its merits,
but where it 15 evident that
additional Aoors in any form will
harm the architectural integrity of
2 building, a roofscape or the
interest of & group, they should
oot be accepred. More detailed
guidance on rool extensions 1%

sl oul in the Englis.h Hi::rilu.gl:
guiliil.l:'l.l:u: leaflet on Mansard n'.-.'J_.I":.

Rear extensrons

In many Inner London areas, 10 s
difficulr o extend buildings and
maintain their characpes,
appearance, and integeity withour
infringing wider planning
constraines on daylight, sunlight,
privacy, and outlook. However,
with skill, sensitivity, and
eRpertise, rear extensions can often
be acceptable, providing they are
well related to the original
building and are in scale with the
building and the space around it
(see IFigs 5 and 10}, Pardcular
circumstances will vary widely but
certain general guidelines should
be followed:

= arigingl closet wings and rear
extensions or later rear extensions
or features of interest should
always be preserved, Proposals for
adjacent infill, or for the
substantinl reconstruction of rear
walls, will normally be resisped,

= a proposed extension should be
subordinate o the main building.
In general, rear extensions should
not extend rearward beyond the
line of any neighbouring
exlensions, or intrude on any
garden space of amenity value or
abowe the general height of
neighbouring extensions.
Important landscape features such
as walls, railings, and rees should
be left undisturbed.

= full-width extensions should not
usually be allowed, except in some
cases at basement level, Asa
general puideling, rear extensions
should comprize no more than

half the width of the rear of the
howse and should not rise higher
than one storey bencath the
original main rear eaves OF parapet
line, Where a distinct rhythm of
TEAr CXIENSI0NG exXists, any new
proposals should follow the
existing scale and character.

extensions should be designed 1o
complement the plan form,
archivectural characteristics,
mal:q.'ri.u|$, and -:,]t:l::.li.Hng ol the
ortginal building, MNew windows,
arches, openings, and doors, e,
should be dl::-;ignud 1o match the
existing or orginal detml found on
the main building. Brickwork
should also match the existing
respect of colour, lexiire,
facebond, and potiting. Where
fiecessary, il should be romed
deawn 1o a weathered parina on
completion, using a sootwash or
an alternative, organic-based
traditional technique, to blend the
new work with the old.

Lifus

The introduction of a lift within a
London terrace howse will almost
always result in a significant loss of
historic tabric and major
disruption to its structure and
plan form. For these reasons lifis
may often be unacceptable in
principle, either internally or on
the rear elevation. However, in
those cases where it 15 possible to
site a lift externally without
cansing undue damage to the
integrity of the building as a
whole, care will be needed to
ensure that the external envelope
s well inregrated into the design
and form of the rear elevation.
Where an overrun or plant room
requirements are likely to add
unacceprable height to the overall
srructure, consideration should be
given to the use of a hydraulic
aystem oF o the rermination of the
lift beneath the vop floor, Where a
lift is added intermally, the mopor
room and overrun should be
conrained within the existing eoof
profile.

Side exrensions

In many areas of planned
townscape, such as on the great
aristecratic estates of London,
indiwidual buildings, terraces or
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semi-detached pairs of houses arc
aften set in a landscape of

gardens or open spaces which
provide an imporiant punciuation
im the townscape. In such cases the
gaps between the buildings and the
guality of the landscaping and
planting are vital elements in

the overall composition, For this
reason, the nfilling or erosion of
such gaps by side extensions for
garages, or for other additional
accommoedation, should be
avodided.

STt Or s
These should relate $;|1i'h'|'-i1t,:|1,1:l'.i|:u'
1o the buildings 1o which they are
fitred and also w surrounding
spaces. Where conservarories
would be incompatible with the
characrer and invegrity of a
particular building, they should be
resigted in principle.
Conservarories should normally
be permitted only ar the rear
garden level of buildings. They
should be modest in size and not
obscure important architectural
elements. Proposals for
conservatories at a high level on
existing rear extensions, or on the
front or roofs of buildings, will
normally be inappropriace.
Conservarories should be
designed uwsing traditional
materials and painted finishes ina
manner and style consonant with
the style and detail of the building
to which they are fitted.
rouble-glazed umits with talse
glazing bars are not considered
appropriate,

Crogsovers and wards

The small aren underneath the
crossover o the front basement
area can often be enclosed (o
provide limited extea
accormmedation, such as an
entrance lobby 1o a basement far,
but any enclosure should not
project into the open hasement
ared.

SWaults should be left largely
intact, although somerimes it may
be possible o provide a series of
small openings o link the spaces
invernally for storage purposcs.
Coal hole covers are an important
historical feature of the streer
scene and should be rerained
where they survive.
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