Proposed Microcell Installation
CTIL 140688/Telefonica 3163 – Kings Cross Station, Euston Road, London N1C 4TB
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & HERITAGE STATEMENT
This further statement is submitted as an addition to the Design and Access Statement submitted as part of the Planning and Listed Building applications in relation to the above proposal.

In accordance with the Code of Best Practice on Mobile Phone Network Development, and published Government guidance, this proposal was drawn up having regard to the need for good design.

Background and Requirement

This particular scheme is as a result of a requirement for Telefonica UK Ltd (O2) to provide improved network coverage and capacity within and around Kings Cross Station. 
The advent of ‘smart phones’ and other similar devices has seen a substantial increase in traffic, and in locations where local coverage is poor or stretched, the existing base station network may not provide sufficient penetration and capacity.
In addition, in areas where the use of phones is particularly high, such as major towns or cities, many sites will reach the maximum number of calls they can process. When a customer attempts to make a call in an area where the network has reached its full capacity, the ‘network busy’ message is displayed on their mobile phone.  In order to continue to meet customer demand and improve the quality of services in these areas, there is a need to increase the capacity of the network to allow more calls to be made.
Application Building (Heritage Asset)
Kings Cross Station is listed, Grade I, and the core of the original station is believed to have been originally constructed in the mid-19th century, essentially covering the train sheds, platforms and the frontage to Euston Road, comprising the plain brick screen of 2 glazed semi-circular openings, and the central tower. Significant changes and additions have taken place in throughout the station recent times, including modernised internal fronts and fascias, signage, lighting, cabling etc.
The scheme undertaken by Telefonica is intended to respect all elements of the building and have a very limited impact, such that it will have no discernible effect. 

Impact on the Building (Heritage Asset)
We are conscious of the need to respect the historic environment of the building, given that it is Grade I listed, while at the same time, ensuring that the required coverage is provided. 

The scheme seeks to install just 2 no. small microcell antennas, located on the internal ground floor brick fascia of the building, just adjacent to access doors into the plant room at the internal base of the tower, facing towards the platforms.  The scheme is designed to provide the required improved coverage and capacity from this modest deployment.

The antennas are a small and discreet element that are not dissimilar to an alarm box, and are within an environment where there is an existing range of plant, signage and display boards. The antennas will be finished to match the background of the fascia brickwork.

The antenna cable runs are very short, taking advantage of an existing opening, just above the plant room entrance doors. The cabling will be black.
The associated internal equipment is being located within an existing plant room, and will have no material impact.

The detailed listing of the building reads as follows:

King's Cross Station GV I Railway terminus. 1850-52. By Lewis Cubitt (architect), and Sir William and Joseph Cubitt (engineers). Yellow stock brick. 2 train sheds (originally 1 for arrivals, the other for departure) closed by monumental plain brick screen of 2 glazed semicircular openings, framed with recessed arches (echoing the train sheds behind) with central and flanking towers; ground storey obscured by late C20 additions. Central tower with rectangular clock turret with pyramidical roof, eaves cornice and weather vane. To the west, 3 storey 3 window office block with booking hall and service rooms at rear; 1st floor with thin, debased Venetian windows, cornice at 2nd floor level, 2nd floor segmental-arched sashes (flanking bays tripartite), cornice. On east side, an extension with archway to the cab drive (now bricked up); rusticated surround to arch and quoins; cornice above which 3 tripartite sashes and parapet. INTERIOR: train sheds separated by round-arched brick colonnade. Originally, train shed roofs of laminated wood, inspired by the Crystal Palace, but these rapidly deteriorated and were replaced by the present iron-ribbed roofs to the eastern shed 1869-70, to the western 1886-7
We do not believe that this scheme will harm the architectural or historic element of the building as:

· There will be no impact on the monumental brick screen and openings, facing on to Euston Road
· There will be no impact on the central tower
· There will be no impact on the booking hall and service rooms
· There will be no discernible impact on the train sheds, roofs or platforms

· The discreet, internal location, away from the important listed elements, will ensure that there is no discernible impact on the architectural or historic features of the station.
Resultant Design of Scheme

We believe that care has been taken to ensure that the subject proposal has the most minimal impact on Kings Cross Station. In particular:

•
The antenna has been positioned as discreetly as possible, respecting the listed status of the building 
•
Very small microcell antennas are being used to ensure minimal visual impact, and placed to ensure no impact on the important features of the building
•
The antennas will be finished to ensure that they blend with their background and surrounding elements.

