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Arboricultural implications assessment to BS 5837 of tree stocks at Bacton 
Low Rise, Gospel Oak, London. 

 
Scope. 
We have recently been instructed to undertake an appraisal of trees at Bacton Low 
Rise, Gospel Oak to the British Standard 5837 ‘Trees in Relation to Construction – 
and Demolition Recommendations’ 2012. 
 
The trees were inspected on the 31st August following the guidance in the British 
Standard.  The crowns and stems were inspected from the ground using the ‘Visual 
Tree Assessment (VTA)’ method; no invasive techniques were used at this stage. 
 
Site conditions / Site Surroundings. 
The site is currently occupied by a low rise residential housing facility comprising of 
several detached buildings, landscaped courtyards and car parking that seeks to 
residential housing for local people.  To the east of the main complex is the district 
housing office; this is also included within the proposals. 
 
To the north of the development lies domestic housing, to the east stretches further 
residential housing and St Martin’s Church, to the west is residential flats and to the 
south a nursing home.  Tree cover in the locality is extensive and of good quality. 
 
Trees on the site are of a generally good quality, there is evidence of extensive 
pressure from different phases of building works, compaction within the root 
protection areas, poor pruning and in some cases vandalism. 
 
While the survey was in progress, it was noted that works are being carried out for a 
district-heating scheme.  This appears to involve pipe laying north to south down 
Haverstock Road.  It was noted by our surveyor that no tree protection fencing was in 
place and the trench was being dug well within the root protection areas of the tree 
cover in its entirety.  
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Proposed Layout. 
The proposed development seeks to demolish the existing complex and replace it 
with a mixed development of residential units, gardens and landscaped areas. 
 
To enable the development, as shown on the plan provided to us, the tree cover 
present on site at the time of survey will be put under pressure.   Trees within the site 
would not be able to be retained with the plans as proposed.  It is also noted that the 
local authority are keen to retain the Norway Maple tree cover adjacent to Wellesley 
Road.  This would not be possible with the plans as proposed. 
 
The Local Planning Authority has indicated that it places a high value on the tree 
cover in this area but intends not to be to prescriptive with planting within the new 
development. 
 
Recommendations. 
The quality of the tree stocks on site would inform the following approach base on the 
initial proposed layout: 
 

- Amend the plans to retain T9-T11 or apply for permission to remove and re-
plant. 

- Tree stocks should be protected by suitable fencing as set out in BS 5837 
throughout the demolition and construction phase, the erection of which 
should be supervised by the project arboriculturalist, tree stocks on site are 
particularly vulnerable during the demolition phase, fencing location is shown 
on the appended arboricultural method statement  

- Dismantle and fell trees marked red for removal on the arboricultural method 
statement 

- Any excavation around trees should be carried out under arboricultural 
supervision using an air spade so as to protect the root network from damage 

- Construction of road ways and service installation should be as per the 
guidance set out in APN12 and of a ‘no dig’ construction to prevent damage 
to tree roots  

- Implement a planting plan within the context of the new development with a 
robust and sustainable species choice, this is likely to be placed as a 
planning condition, a species pick list should be offered with the planning 
application  

- Full details of the condition of the tree stocks are included in the attached 
arboricultural data tables with their positions and conditions shown on the 
attached mapping.  
 

To summarise, it is possible to retain the perimeter trees, which seems to be the 
main concern outlined in the initial pre-application meeting.  To do this tree protection 
fencing and site hoarding needs to be robust and located appropriately.  
Arboricultural supervision throughout the project will be key to retaining trees un-
damaged. 
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
any time. 
 
Prepared by: Matthew Harmsworth. 
Checked by: Kevin Ashford. 
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APPENDIX 5 – TREE PROTECTION   



TREE CATEGORIES

Category B

Category C

Category R
(marked for removal)

Root protection area
(of retained trees)
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Proposed mixed use residential development with associated hard and soft landscaping.

BS5837 Arboricultural Method Statement Bacton Low Rise, Wellesley Rd, Gospel Oak

Arboricultural Method Statement - Bacton Low Rise
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CONSTRUCTION EXCLUSION ZONE (CEZ) FORMED BY SITE HOARDING AND 
TREE PROTECTION FENCING.  NO PERSONAL SHALL ENTER THIS AREA 
WITHOUT THE ACOW PRESENT, THE CEZ SHALL BE CONSIDERED SACROSANCT

DETAIL 1
Installation of tree protection fencing

PROTECTIVE FENCING.
  

THIS FENCING MUST BE MAINTAINED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

APPROVED PLANS AND DRAWINGS 
FOR THIS DEVELOPMENT.

TREE PROTECTION AREA
KEEP OUT !

(TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990)
TREES ENCLOSED BY THIS FENCE ARE PROTECTED BY

PLANNING CONDITIONS AND/OR ARE THE SUBJECTS OF A 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER.

CONTRAVENTION OF A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER MAY
LEAD TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.

ANY INCURSION INTO THE PROTECTED AREA MUST BE
WITH THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE LOCAL

PLANNING AUTHORITY
www.woodlandsolutions.co.uk

!

DETAIL 2
Example signage that should be
affixed to tree protection fencing

Note 1:
Demolition of the existing buildings will have to be carried out 
from within the building foot print.  In order to protect the retained
trees, the tree protection fencing / site hoarding will need to be 
erected parallel with the existing building footprint as shown.

Tree protection fencing shall be erected following the remedial tree works and
retained for the duration of the project.  The fencing shall be erected as per Detail 1
with signage erected as per Detail 2 every 10 meters along the linear length of the
 fence.
Site hoarding, where it forms a physical barrier between the street trees and the 
site, shall be su�cient as tree protection fencing.  Individual trees shall be protected
as per Detail 1 and shown on the plan in orange.
No works shall take place within the tree protection fencing without arboricultural
supervision on site.

All products speci�ed within this plan can be found in the latest Greenleaf catalogue.

Tree planting.

In mitigation for the tree removals, 21 replacement trees are to be planted.
These replacement trees shall be planted in tree pits as per Detail 3 using
re-root 200 where in close proximity to service runs.
Metro rain watering points shall be installed and the tree health monitored
6 monthly by the ACoW.

Trees marked with a red outline should be felled
prior to construction work commencing by
fully insured and quali�ed arborists working to 
BS3998:2010

Tom.Luck
Text Box
15_AMS_01_22

Tom.Luck
Text Box
1:500@A3

Tom.Luck
Text Box
22/01/2015



Arboricultural Method Statement - Bacton Low Rise
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APPROVED PLANS AND DRAWINGS 
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DETAIL 2
Example signage that should be
affixed to tree protection fencing

Note 1:
Demolition of the existing buildings will have to be carried out 
from within the building foot print.  In order to protect the retained
trees, the tree protection fencing / site hoarding will need to be 
erected parallel with the existing building footprint as shown.

Tree planting.
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Trees marked with a red outline should be 
felled prior to construction work commencing 
by fully insured and qualified arborists working
 to BS3998:2010. 
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Proposed mixed use residential development with associated hard and soft landscaping.

BS5837 Arboricultural Method Statement Bacton Low Rise, Wellesley Rd, Gospel Oak

Trees T1-T7 are to be removed to facilitate 
the development. 

In mitigation for the tree removals, 25 replacement trees are to be planted.
These replacement trees shall be planted in tree pits as per Detail 3 using
re-root 200 where in close proximity to service runs.
Metro rain watering points shall be installed and the tree health monitored
6 monthly by the ACoW.
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APPENDIX 6 – ARBORICULTURAL PRACTICE NOTE 12 (APN12)   





















Package includes:
 

GLSCMA StrataCells, 72 No. 500mm x 500mm x 250mm
 

RD1050A Root Director
 

RRPREC1C RootRain Precinct single inlet aeration/irrigation 
system with cast inlet

 
RRARBVDI3C Arborvent double inlet aeration/
irrigation system with cast inlets

 
ADUR12B Adur 1200mm x 1200mm tree grille, finished in 
black with galvanised steel support
frame

 
ULLS186A Ullswater vertical steel tree guard with rolled 
angle-section rings, 16mm rounds bars
topped with 50mm diameter ball finials, finished
in black

 
GLGTTA Tree guard tie

 
GLTWGNA twinwall geonet -10 Sq. m

 
SASLP Arborguy strapped anchor system - Large

 
Note:

 
Special drive rod required for SASLP installation

 
Volume of sandy loam required to fill Strata Cell and Root 
Director space (including root ball volume) = approximately 6 
Cu. m. Additional allowance needs to be made for settlement

RRPREC1C RootRain
Precinct irrigation system

SASLP Arborguy strapped
anchor root ball guying
system c/w ground anchors

Drainage to engineers detail

GLTWGNA twinwall geonet
laid over StrataCells

ISOMETRIC VIEW WITH CUT-AWAY TO SHOW PRODUCTS
1:25

SIDE VIEW
1:25

PLAN VIEW WITH CANOPY HIDDEN
1:25

A A

PARTIAL SECTION A-A
1:25

GLSCMA StrataCell structure - 2 modules
deep x 4 modules across (2 x 2 x 2

module void below Root Director) loaded
with topsoil - sandy loam to BS3882

RRARBVDI3C Arborvent double
inlet aeration/irrigation system

RD1050A Root Director, medium,
modular root barrier system

Galvanised tree grille support
frame set on concrete haunch

ULLS186A Ullswater
vertical steel tree guard

1.8m high x 600mm
diameter secured to grille

GLGTTA Tree guard tie
attached to the top ring

of the tree guard
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Adrian White
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GR1023 Tree pit system installation
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TREE PRODUCT PACKAGES

FILENAME:

Greenleaf Urban tree and landscape products
3 Hayward Way, Ivyhouse Industrial Estate, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4PL

Tel: +44 (0)1424 717 797 Fax: +44 (0)1424 205 240
E-mail: enquiries@treesintowns.com Website: www.treesintowns.com

ADUR12B 1200mm x 1200mm
tree grille c/w RootRain Precinct
irrigation inlet




