46 ALBERT STREET, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON NW1 7NU: 
DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT

The work involves the alteration of the front parapet to allow a better aspect for the rooms of the attic storey. The proposal is to reduce the height of the parapet between the two mansard storey dormer windows and refinish the parapet in painted render with a cast stone coping.
The existing building and context 
The property is a four storey terraced property at the northern end of a terrace from nos 22 – 48 Albert Street for which planning and listed building consent has been granted for the new mansard storey ( 2014/0948/P & 2014/1045/L). The building and the terrace dates from 1845 and is listed Grade 2 and lies within the Camden Town Conservation Area.
The terrace was built formally as a block; the centre ( nos 34 and 36 ) and the end properties ( nos 22 /24 and 46 /48 ) project forward slightly to form projecting centre and ends to the terrace. The property has rendered lower ground and ground floors with moulded render surrounds to first and second floor windows and the first floor has a balcony with railings. The front parapet of no 46 does not have its original cornice and the parapet is finished in plain render. 

The owner of the house is now constructing the new mansard storey granted planning and listed building consent last year. It is apparent from the construction that the height of the front parapet acts as a considerable block to light and views out from the new storey.

The diagrammatic drawing shows the terrace from no 22 to nos 68 / 69 Mornington Street as existing and with a proposal for reducing the parapet in front of the new dormer windows of no 46. 

Most of the properties on the terrace – bar two – have mansard stories and in most of these the front parapet has been taken down in front of the dormer windows and in some cases across the whole frontage.

The proposal mirrors and matches the parapet alteration on nos 22 and 24 at the other ‘bookend’ of the terrace.

Context : The alteration is designed in line with other alterations to the parapet on the properties along the terrace on adjacent properties. 

Use : This is a residential property and the alterations continue the existing residential use for the current occupiers.

Amount : The alteration of the parapet does not affect the area of the house and is a small alteration to the facade. The parapet is retained at the sides abutting the adjoining parapet.
Layout : The alteration to the parapet is to be in line with the new mansard floor windows. 
Scale : The size of the alteration of the parapet in is line with the extent of the front windows and has been considered in relation to the overall property. 
Appearance : The parapet will be finished as existing ie painted render with cast stone coping.

Climate change : the alteration has no effect on the thermal capacity of the house nor does it affect the surface water drainage system and does not cause additional drainage.
Maintenance & Management : The external materials proposed are hardwearing and robust and will require only minor regular maintenance.
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