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Introduction

What is Camden Planning Guidance?

We have prepared this Camden Planning Guidance to support the
policies in our Local Development Framework (LDF). This guidance is
therefore consistent with the Core Strategy and the Development
Policies, and forms a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which is
an additional “material consideration” in planning decisions. This
document was updated on 4 September 2013 following statutory
consultation to clarify the guidance in Section 9 related to the Code for
Sustainable Homes. The Camden Planning Guidance documents
(CPG1 to CPG8) replace Camden Planning Guidance 2006.

The Camden Planning Guidance covers a range of topics as well as
sustainability (such as design, housing, amenity and planning
obligations) and so all of the sections should be read in conjunction, and
within the context of Camden’s LDF.

What is this sustainability guidance for?

The Council is committed to reducing Camden’s carbon emissions. This
will be achieved by implementing large scale projects such as installing
decentralised energy networks alongside smaller scale measures, such
as improving the insulation and energy performance of existing
buildings.

This guidance provides information on ways to achieve carbon
reductions and more sustainable developments. It also highlights the
Council’s requirements and guidelines which support the relevant Local
Development Framework (LDF) policies:

e (CS13 - Tackling climate change through promoting higher
environmental standards

o DP22 - Promoting sustainable design and construction

o DP23 - Water
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What does the guidance cover?

Energy statements

The energy hierarchy

— Energy efficiency — in new and existing buildings

— Decentralised energy and combined heat and power (CHP)
— Renewable energy

Water efficiency

Sustainable use of materials

Sustainability assessment tools - Code for Sustainable Homes,
BREEAM and EcoHomes

Green roofs, brown roofs and green walls
Flooding

Climate change adaptation

Biodiversity

Urban food growing
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Brown roofs, green roofs and green
walls

KEY MESSAGES

All developments should incorporate green and brown roofs

The appropriate roof or wall will depend on the development, the
location and other specific factors

Specific information needs to be submitted with applications for
green/brown roofs and walls

As development densities increase, brown roofs, green roofs and green
walls can provide valuable amenity space, create habitats and store or
slow down the rate of rain water run-off, helping to reduce the risk of
flooding.

Green and brown roofs can help to reduce temperatures in urban
environments. This is particularly valuable in Camden where we suffer
from increased temperatures in Central London (known as the urban
heat island effect).

Development Policy DP22 states that schemes must incorporate green
or brown roofs and green walls wherever suitable. Due to the number of
environmental benefits provided by green and brown roofs and green
walls, where they have not be designed into a development the Council
will require developers to justify why the provision of a green or brown
roof or green wall is not possible or suitable.

WHAT WILL THE COUNCIL EXPECT?

The Council will expect all developments to incorporate brown roofs,
green roofs and green walls unless it is demonstrated this is not possible
or appropriate. This includes new and existing buildings. Special
consideration will be given to historic buildings to ensure historic and
architectural features are preserved.

What are green and brown roofs?

Green and brown roofs are roofs that are specially designed and
constructed to be waterproof and covered with material to encourage
wildlife and to help plants grow. They can be left without planting -
‘brown’ or planted with a range of vegetation - ‘green’ depending on the
depth or the soil or substrate.

Substrate

Substrate is a layer of material which supports the roots and sustains
the growth of vegetation.

There are three main types of green and brown roof:

1. Intensive roofs

73




74

10.5

10.6

10.7

Camden Planning Guidance | Sustainability | Green roofs and walls

2. Semi intensive roofs
3. Extensive roofs.

The general features of these roofs are shown below:

Extensive Semi Intensive Intensive
Use Ecological Garden/Ecological | Garden/Park
Landscape Landscape
Type of Mosses, Herbs, | Grasses-Herbs- Lawn,
vegetation Grasses Shrubs Perennials,
Shrubs & Trees
Depth of 60-200mm 120-250mm 140-400mm
Substrate
Weight 60-150 kg/m2 120-200 kg/m2 180-500 kg/m2
Maintenance Low Periodic High
requirement

Intensive roofs

Intensive roofs provide the widest range of uses such as for accessible
amenity space or to create ecological habitats. They are known as
‘intensive’ due to the high level of design, soil or substrate depth and
maintenance that they require. They can also be used to manage water
by including systems that process wastewater or store surplus rain
water. They can also be designed specifically for food production.

Semi Intensive roofs

Semi Intensive Roofs can provide a degree of access and the potential
for the creation of habitat. Similar water management functions can be
integrated into their design as outlined above.

Extensive roofs

Extensive Roofs are generally light weight, with a thin layer of substrate
and vegetations. They can be further sub divided into 3 types:

1. Sedum Roofs:

These either take the form of Sedum mats or plug planted Sedum into a
porous crushed brick material. Sedum roofs are relatively light weight
and demand low levels of maintenance. They can be more readily fitted
on to existing roofs.

Sedum

Sedum is a type of vegetation. They are generally short plants with
shallow roots and thick leaves.
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2. Brown roofs for biodiversity:

Brown roofs should create habitats mimicking local brownfield sites by
using materials such as crushed brick or concrete reclaimed from the
site. However, these materials are very heavy and cannot hold water for
irrigation. Therefore it is preferable to use materials of known quality and
water holding capacity. The brown roof is then planted with an
appropriate wild flower mix or left to colonise naturally with areas of dead
wood or perches for birds.

3. Green roofs for biodiversity:

Green roofs are usually formed by planting a wild flower mix on an
appropriate layer of material. There are various techniques for the
creation of this type of roof.

What are green walls?

10.8 Green Walls are walls or structures attached to walls where plants have
been planted. Plants can be planted directly into a material within the
wall or can be planted in the ground or a pot and encouraged to climb up
a structure so that the wall is covered with vegetation.

Green wallls provide a number of benefits:

e They provide useful habitat for
invertebrates which in themselves
provide a food source for birds and
bats. Dense foliage provides nesting
sites for a number of birds such as
robin, wren and blackbirds

e evergreen, climbing plants provide
insulation and can reduce wind chill
during winter months

¢ climbing plants provide shade which
can help to cool a building in
summer, particularly when grown on
south and western facing walls.

¢ climbing plants can also be effective
in trapping airborne pollutants

e provide visual interest adding colour and texture to the wall surface

Green wall can be split into 3 main types:

1. Self clinging climbers such as Ivy, Russian Vine and Virginia Creeper.
These plants are able to grow directly onto the wall surface.

2. Climbers which need support e.g. Honeysuckle and Jasmine.
Supports are usually provided by trellis structures, wires etc. Well
designed trellis or cable structures can become design features in
themselves.
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3. Vertical Systems (also known as Living Walls, Vertical Gardens).
These walls are called ‘systems’ as they are made up of modular
panels designed to support plant growth and require a feeding and
watering system. The modules themselves are supported on or within
a steel framework. Watering systems and a plant nutrient supply is
incorporated into these systems requiring ongoing maintenance. The
planted panels can be designed with a variety of plants depending on
the aesthetic and habitat requirements of a project.

What to consider when choosing green roof or brown roof or
green wall

Selecting the appropriate type of green/brown roof or wall type will
depend on a number of factors including:

¢ the type of building

e cost

e maintenance

¢ weight of the roof or wall

e provision of amenity space

e provide visual interest to surrounding building occupants

o habitat creation

¢ reduction of rain water run off

¢ reduction of heating and cooling energy usage of a building
o water conservation and recycling

¢ space for food production (see section 14 of this guidance on urban
food production).

What will the Council consider when assessing applications?

All developments should aim to incorporate green or brown roofs and
green walls. Careful consideration needs to be given to the design of the
roofs and any blank walls to enable the incorporation of these features
and the need to access these areas for maintenance.

The Council will expect green or brown roofs and green walls to be
provided in areas with low levels of vegetation, such as town centres
and Central London, which are both more likely to feel the effects of
climate change and developments where occupiers will be susceptible to
overheating such as schools and offices. (See Camden Core Strategy
policy CS15 - Protecting and improving our parks and open spaces and
encouraging biodiversity).

The assessment of planning applications incorporating green/brown
roofs and green walls will be made based on appropriateness for the
site, the degree to which the chosen design objectives are met by the
proposal and sustainable maintenance. Where green roofs are to be
accessible for amenity purposes potential overlooking and loss of
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privacy to adjoining properties will also be assessed (See the
Overlooking, privacy and outlook section of the CPG6 Amenity)

10.13 The most appropriate green or brown roof and green wall should be
incorporated into a development. We will consider the following factors
when determining the most appropriate form of roof and wall:

¢ the loss of any biodiversity habitat on the site and the surrounding
area;

¢ the existing need for habitat on the site and surrounding area;

e whether the site is overlooked;

¢ whether the site is an area that has historically suffered from surface
water flooding;

¢ the amount of external heat generated by the development;
¢ whether the roof is to be accessible;

¢ the location of mechanical plant;

e the inclusion of areas of blank wall;

e access to walls and roofs;

e where being retro-fitted, the weight of the new roof or wall; and
¢ the amount of irrigation and maintenance required.

WHAT INFORMATION WILL THE COUNCIL EXPECT?

¢ a statement of the design objectives for the green or brown roof or
green wall

¢ details of its construction and the materials used, including a section
at a scale of 1:20

¢ planting details, including details of the planting technique, plant
varieties and planting sizes and densities.

e a management plan detailed how the structure and planting will be
maintained
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Further information

The Environment
Agency

The EA has a green roof toolkit that can be used
to help you determine what solution is best for
your development

www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/91967.aspx

“Living Roofs:
Promoting green roofs,
roof terraces and roof
gardens across
London”

GLA document which highlights the significant
role that the roof space on buildings have to play
in providing amenity space, increased
biodiversity and improved building performance
in terms of energy conservation and SUDS.

LivingRoofs.org

Provides detailed information on all the types of
green and brown roofs as well as case studies,
articles and research.

www.LivingRoofs.org

National Centre of
Excellence for green
roofs

This website has a wide range of information on
green roofs, including best practice, guidance,
research and case studies.

www.greenroofcentre.co.uk
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