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SUMMARY

This statement forms part of a Planning Application for the installation of a new
entrance with matching metal access gateway to the central gardens to include the
associated entrance, pathways and steps.

This Supporting Design and Access Statement has been prepared by Bnttain
Hadley on behalf of the Frontagers and Garden Committee.

The new gate has been designed so that it blends fully with the existing railings.

A fully designed entrance with associated pathways and steps has been provided
by John Brookes MBE Landscape Architect.

The new entrance will provide improved access to the private garden amenity for
all residents within the Square.

The Drawings that accompany this statement and the application are: -

5069 — Site Location Plan

5069/01A Proposed Plan

Metalcraft (Tottenham) Ltd drawing numbered FG-003

John Brookes Plan A (Rev 13.05.14) — showing new gate and brick
entrance path

¢ John Brookes Plan B (Rev 16.06.14)- showing new gate and brick entrance
path

SITE DESCRIPTION AND RELEVANT HISTORY

The gardens in question sit centrally within the Square of Grade I and I1* Listed
Buildings with the roadways around the gardens being pedestrianised in the
1970’s.

A brief history of the Square and the gardens follows for information:
Fitzroy Square

Fitzroy Square was the centrepiece of a speculative development between 1793
and 1798 designed by the eminent Scottish architects Robert and James Adam. The
buildings on the east and south sides of the square are Grade I listed. With the
exception of no 14, the buildings on the north and west sides of the square are
Grade I1* listed.

The east and south sides of the square were designed by Robert Adam, as one of
his last major works before his death in March 1792. Several months later the
building leases for the east side were granted by Lord Southampton with Nos. 3 to
8 being leased to Robert’s younger brothers — James and William Adam.
Construction of the south side of the square began in 1794. Work on the north and
west ranges began in 1827.
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The east and south sides was designed as a unified composition in subdued relief
that bore greater similarity to Robert Adam’s Edinburgh work than his London
terraces. The composition of the principle elevation took precedent over the
arrangement of the houses behind, and often the party walls did not correspond to
the main structural features of the range.

Fitzroy Square Garden

A circular communal garden with shrubberies and perimeter walk was planted in
the centre of Fitzroy Square by 1798.

In the 1960s, the London Transport Board used Fitzroy Square Garden as a
construction staging area and excavation access point for the construction of the
London Underground Victoria line, the first deep-level underground line to be
built across central London since the beginning of the 20th Century. The local
authority took the opportunity to pedestrianise Fitzroy Square and, in 1972,
commissioned Geoffrey Jellicoe to draw up landscape plans.

At this same time, John Brookes developed a comprehensive redesign of Fitzroy
Square Gardens, which had been significantly damaged during the Victoria line
construction works. Brooke’s plans for the garden took into account the setting of
the gardens relative to the nearby listed buildings, and the mature London plane
trees around the perimeter of the garden. Brooke’s design focused on creating an
open, undulating landscape with grassy banks for sitting and sunbathing, with
additional shrub planning under the plane trees on the perimeter to provide the
Frontagers with privacy. Denser shrub planting inside the garden entrance on the
north side of the square housed a garden store and service area, screened from the
main central area of the garden by a contoured mound. A curved gravel path led
from the main garden entry to a paved area with seating. Based on an underlying
pattern of concentric circles, ground contours, formal planting beds and drifts of
bulbs are mingled to create an informal garden landscape. The plan is attached as
an Appendix to this report.

As the project neared completion, Brookes and Jellicoe made further alterations to
the garden to allow the planning of an abstract sculpture, View by Czech artist
Naomi Blake, to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. Brookes reshaped
the mounds on the south side of the garden (where a plane tree had already been
removed), designing a low retaining wall plinth of old stock bricks into a bank
above and beyond which the sculpture would sit. An uninterrupted view of the
sculpture from across the garden and from outside the garden railings is provided
for both Frontagers and visitors.

THE DESIGN

The design in the formation of a new entrance with matching metal gate, entrance,
pathways and steps is based solely on protecting the historic landscape to the
gardens, with a gate designed to be discrete and blending fully with the existing
perimeter railings. The stone plinth on which the current railings sit will be neatly
cut away to provide level access from the pavement areas.
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The design for the entrance pathway has been undertaken by John Brookes MBE,
Landscape Architect, who as noted earlier in this report has had a long standing
working relationship with the gardens and he has developed the design in
consultation with English Heritage as noted in their letter of support dated 20"
November, 2013, attached to this statement.

The positioning of the gate is shown on plan 5069/01A.

The new metalwork will match entirely the surrounding railings in terms of
decorative finish.

THE CASE FOR PERMISSION
The proposal has taken into account the relevant council policies and guidelines:

The square has significant history and the proposals have been designed to be
discrete and in keeping with the square and the current gardens.

The entrance pathways and steps to the garden areas have been designed by
Landscape Architect John Brookes MBE and these are supported by English
Heritage.

There will be no loss of amenity to square and adjoining areas.

The proposed works will not have any effect on flooding.

CONCLUSION

The proposals are to form a new entrance to the gardens from the Southern side of
the Square by installing a matching gate with level access entrance, associated
pathways and steps within the gardens.

The proposals have been designed to consider the Councils Policies and guidelines
and to protect the significant history to the Square and the central private garden

areas.

The formation of the new entrance will benefit all residents within the square and
enhance the use of the amenity.

The proposals will have no adverse effect on the amenity to the Square.
The proposals will have no adverse effect on possible flooding of the area.

This concludes our statement. Should you have any queries, please call us.
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ENGLISH HERITAGE

Mr C. Neil Phoenix Qur ref,

Chairman Your ref;

Fitzroy Square Frontagers' & Garden Committee

24 Fitzroy Square Telephone 020 7973 3000
London W1T 6EP Fax

20 November 2013
Dear Neil

re: Fitzroy Square landscape proposals

Thank you very much for inviting me to the site visit and meeting this moming. English
Heritage is always glad of the opportunity for informal consultation prior to a planning
submission. It was also a great pleasure to meet your Garden Director Edward Tumer and
your appointed landscape architect John Brookes.

As we discussed the open space is not a Registered Park and Garden the perimeter railings
are not listed. | would be happy to support a simple contemporary design that is sympathetic
to the surrounding Conservation Area. You are obviously in excellent hands with John
Broockes as your designer. There is no need to consult English Heritage further however it
may be helpful for you to know of my other main comments.

A key attribute of the square is the view across the open space towards the Grade | listed
terrace designed by Robert and James Adam. Any new landscape proposals must retain
this visual link. | would support the addition of one simple gate on the south side and feel
that having more than two gates is excessive. The long term care and replacement of the
Plane trees is an important legacy issue. | would urge you to obtain comprehensive advice
from arborists to both reduce and thin the tree crowns by say 30%. This will balance the
trees better in relation to both the proportion of the square and the open space and there
may also be benefits in reducing the risk of Massaria.

| hope these comments are useful and please do let me know if | can be of further help. With
best wishes for a successful project.

Yours sincerely m w
]

Zosia Mellor
Landscape Architect
E-mail: zosia.mellor@enqlish-heritage.org.uk

cc Tim Jones, English Heritage

1 WATERHOUSE SOQUARE. 138-142 HOLBORN, LONDON EC1N 25T

Telephone 020 TOT3 3000 Facsimde 020 7873 3001 *
www. angiish-herilage. orpLuk Stonewall
Please nate hal English Hevitage operates an sccess lo information policy. [

Comespondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly
vl ahle
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Fitzroy Square

LOCATION: London, England
DATE: 1972

John Brookes Garden and Landscape Designer
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Londan affice of Brenda Colvin and Sylvia Crowe, Brookes undulating mounds in F

Square | 1783

E a young landscape designer in the 1960s working in the  Figure 3.1 loppesite] Residents

was first introduced to the architect and landscape architect

of Fitzroy
h bamy women

Geaffrey Jellicos and his wife Susan. They encouraged him to  Figure 3.2 [abavel V
Square’s east =

establish his own garden design practice, worked together onthe  watking in the o
Peller Malcolm,

round. Jamas
ILA committees and promoted his early work. Jellicoe remained
Brookes's mentor and, when he was commissionad to prepare a
landscape design for the development of Fitzroy Square in the
early 1970s, he asked Brookes to work with him on the redesign

of the communal garden [Figures 3.1 and 3.2]

Filzray Square
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Fitzroy Square, London W1, was first laid out inthe 1790s as

a speculative housing development for wealthy residents on land
owned by Charles Fitzroy, Lord Southamplan, who commissionad
the architect Robert Adam to provide designs.! Adam died in
1792 when only the stone-faced houses on the east and south
sides had been completed, which left the Square vulnerable to
invasion by the idle and profligate’.2 Although the railed, circular
communal garden with shrubberies and perimeter walk was
planted by 1798, by 1815 contemporary descriptions refer to the
surrounding land as being used a5 a ‘cowyard', a ‘yard for dust’,
a "play-ground of children of the lowest classes and ‘generally
covered with stagnate pools of water, serving to make the air
unhealthy'.3 Plans were made to imprave the land by draining it
and creating gardens ornamented with trees’, while the
communal garden was redesigned with serpentine paths, new

trees and shrubs [Figure 3.3].¢

John Brookes Garden and Landscape Designer

Despite these improvements, the writer Charles Knight later
described Fitzroy Square as the monument of failure... with
great architectural pretensions b a view evidently not held by
the many artists and writers, such as George Bernard Shaw and
Virginia Woalf, who later lived there, enjoying its Bohemian
atmosphere. The garden was maintained by 3 committee out of
rates levied on the residents by St Pancras Borough Council.
Bomb damage to the Square during World War Two [later
repaired] was followed from the late 1940s by disruption caused
by construction of the new Londen Underground Victoria line,
the first deep-level underground line to be built across central
London since the beginning of the 20th century. The local
authority took the opportunity to pedestrianize Fitzroy Square
and. in 1972, Geofirey Jellicoe was commissioned to draw up
the landscape plans. His compesition of paving slabs confined by
a strong grid of granite setts not only retained the grand scale of
Adam’s original design, but also linked the classical facades of
the hauses on all four sides.

Jellicoe’s hard landscaping also provided 2 foil to the
naturalistic central garden remodelled by John Brookes. Asin
Brookes's earlier work in Bryanston Square and other private
gardens closs to London's Georgian squares, plans for the garden
of Fitzroy Square needed to take into account the design and
planting restrictions imposed by existing mature plane trees.
Brookess early proposals focused on creating an open,
undulating landscape with grassy banks for sitting and
sunbathing, while additional shrub planting under the planes on
the perimeter provided the residents with privacy [Figures 3.56.3.5
and 1.4]. Detailed planting plans include structural blocks of
Taxus bacatta and Prunus Laurocerasus juxtaposed with showy,
flowering shrubs, such as Ceonothus impressus. Philadelphus
‘Beauclerk’, Buddleia davidii ‘White Profusion’, Chorsya ternata
and Camellia. These were underplanted with lower-growing
plants, including white Veronica, Hosta sieboldiana, Bergenia

cordifolia and Senecio [now Brachyglottis] greyi, with hundreds of
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John Breookes Garden and Landscape Designer




dafiodils, Narcissus and Crocus studding the grassy mounds to

provide a spring display. Denser shrub planting inside the
proposed entrance to the garden on the north side of the Square
lincluding Pyracantha atalantioides, Cotoneaster lacleus.
Hydrangea Hortensis’ and variegated hollyl also housed a garden
stare and service area, screened from the main garden by a
contoured mound, A curved gravel path led down to a paved area
with tubs of plants, and the facility to seat larger groups lo
accommodate corporate activities and the lunchtime picnics of
the employees of the increasing number of offices in the Sguare.
Based on an underlying pattern of concentric circles, ground
contours, formal planting beds and drifts of bulbs are mingled to
create an informal garden landscape.

As the project neared completion, Brookes and Jellicoe
discussed further alterations to the garden to allow the placing
of an abstract sculpture, View by the Czech artist Naomi Blake,

Figure 1.7 labove left] View, Maomi
Blake's sculpture [2007]

Figure 3.5 [eppesitel Fitzroy
Square, W1, Sketch landscaps
plan’, dated lerroneouslyl 28

August 1967, ¢ 1977 Figure 1.8 labeve right] Sketch

view of proposad retaining wall
and sculpture plinth, dated
7 February 1977

to celebrate the Oueen's Sitver Jubilee in 1977, Brockes reshaped
the mounds on the south side of the garden [where a plans tree
had already been removed], designing a low retaining wall of old
stock bricks into a bank above and beyond which the sculpture
would sit. The sculpture was uplit through a grille [for safety
reasons] and additional bulb planting and a simple
complementary planting af Euphorbia characias subspecies
wulfenii were proposed. An uninterrupted view of the sculpture
from across the garden and from outside the railings in Fitzroy
Square is provided for both residents of and visitors to London's

best-preserved Georgian square [Figures 3.7 and 3.8
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