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Background 

This statement has been written in accordance with the advisory document “Design and Access 

Statements: How to Write, Read and Use Them”, published by CABE in 2006.

The site consists of a 2 storey purpose built commercial building located in Hampstead West, 

Iverson Road, London. NW6.

The site is located within the London Borough of Camden.

Hampstead West forms a purpose built development featuring 9, 2 storey commercial buildings 

constructed in the late 1980’s. Each unit is of similar contemporary design and utilised for B1 

use.

Introduction

The subject site is 5 Hampstead West and is located on the north eastern boundary of the com-

mercial development and fronts Iverson Road.

The unit features warehousing on the ground ! oor and o"  ce accommodation to the # rst ! oor. 

The site has a total ! oor area of 112 m2.

This application seeks to increase the ! oor area at ground ! oor level with the addition of 2 

small single storey extensions. Additionally we propose a rear dormer roof extension, during 

the course of the proposed construction works the building will undergo refurbishment works.
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Photo graphs of the site

front elevation

rear elevation
side elevation

rear elevation
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Three dimension illustration of the subject site in 

context with surrounding buildings

(as existing)
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Daylight and Sunlight.

As described in the proposals chapter of this report the proposed 

extension has been carefully positioned to protect adjoining 

dwellings from any loss of amenity. We include in this report a 

visual analysis of sunlight and shadows both as existing and as 

proposed. 

The analysis features a three dimensional model of the subject site 

and adjacent buildings. The model has been located to the correct 

geographical location on the earths surface, oriented correctly to 

true north and then simulated in relation to the natural progres-

sion of the sun plot throughout the course of the day.

All times stated relate to GMT in the month of June.
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Lola Rose have been resident in the London Borough of Camden since the compa-

nies conception some 15 years ago. Previously located in Belsize Road the com-

pany has ! ourished and recently purchased number 5 Hampstead West as its UK 

headquarters.

‘We have purchased 5 West Hampstead to be the new headquarters of Lola Rose. 

 Lola Rose London is one of the UK’s leading accessories brands, sold in virtually 

all of the UK’s leading department stores and some of the most recognisable retail 

stores around the world, including Bloomingdales in the USA and Bon Marche in 

France.  

 Lola Rose is developing new fashion accessory products for UK and worldwide 

distribution requiring of additional showroom and design space – the additional 

! oor area will be extremely valuable to providing all showroom and design facili-

ties under one roof.  

With the incredible transport links into West Hampstead and the ongoing regen-

eration of the immediate area there will be a compelling story for Fashion Buyers 

to visit the Lola Rose HQ and choose the collections for their respective stores as 

well as a brilliant work environment for Lola Rose’s talented design and o"  ce team.   

We are proud to have chosen West Hampstead for this new chapter in Lola Rose’s 

growth.’

Nikki Gerwitz

(company founder)
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Proposal.

A design brief prepared by the client stipulates the need for additional ! oor space to ac-

commodate the continued growth of the company. Additionally the client requests that 

the building be refurbished and given an enhanced external appearance.

Additional ! oor area is required at ground ! oor level for storage and administrative work. 

Additional ! oor area at upper levels is also required for design, general o"  ce space and a 

showroom for the company to display its current products to fashion buyers from around 

the world. 

We have produced design proposals which meet the clients need for additional ! oor space 

whilst maintaining a high standard of contemporary design.



Three dimension illustration of the subject site in 

context with surrounding buildings

(as proposed)
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Three dimension illustration of the subject site in 

context with surrounding buildings, indicating the 

massing and bulk. The proposed design features 

similar rear dormer and gable designs to that of 

adjacent buildings.

URBAN REGEN LONDON                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Tel: 07970 647 449   Fax: 020 8963 9991   Email: urlondon@aol.com

5 Hampstead West

The proposed scheme features small single storey extensions and a rear 

dormer roof extension providing a new mezzanine level.

Consideration has been given to the quality, style and design of sur-

rounding buildings. 

The site is located with a small commercial development featuring 

buildings of similar 1980’s contemporary architecture. Surrounding 

developments feature a mixture of both traditional and contemporary 

housing schemes of varying bulk and massing.

The proposed additional bulk and massing of our proposals ! t comfort-

ably within the local vernacular and do not appear excessive or over-

bearing to surrounding developments.
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Three dimension illustration of the subject site in 

context with surrounding buildings and illustrat-

ing the use of contemporary face materials

(as proposed)
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The proposed scheme, in line with the clients brief utilises contemporary materials providing the 

building with a contemporary design approach. The existing building features a late 1980’s archi-

tectural approach to contemporary design. However over the years this appearance has become 

somewhat dated and is now in need of refurbishment. 

Adjacent companies have recently refurbished surrounding buildings. The addition of roof exten-

sions, renovated frontages featuring large areas of glazing and the adoption of modern paint 

schemes have signi! cantly improved the appearance of the development. 

During the design process we have consulted with various owners of adjacent buildings, those 

who expressed an opinion have been very supportive of our proposals and have expressed po-

tential interest in similar developments.

Our proposals include the introduction of zinc cladding as a face material to the rear elevation; 

the front elevation will remain unchanged due to its important role in the streetescene and uni-

formity with surrounding buildings.

Zinc is a very traditional material that has been utilised for cladding and roo! ng for hundreds of 

years. Alternatively zinc has a high quality contemporary appearance and is commonly utilised in 

contemporary architecture, favoured for its clean appearance and high level of durability.

New areas of brickwork will be constructed in a face brick to match the existing with compli-

menting areas of dark brick bandings.
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Accommodation quality and layout

The proposal is an opportunity to increase the quantity and quality 

of the accommodation at 5 Hampstead West.  The building recently 

purchased by the client will form the UK headquarters for the 

company. 

Due to the nature of the clients business (fashion and design) the 

company has a high pro! le in the design world and as such de-

mand a building of high quality contemporary design.

International fashion clients and buyers visit the building to view 

and purchase the latest collections and negotiate wholesale pur-

chases prior to the products hitting the high street.

The ! rst " oor and proposed mezzanine level will house the design 

team, administrative departments and the showroom.  The pro-

posed mezzanine level provides 58m2 of valuable " oor area which 

is essential to the growth and sustainability of the company. 

The proposals create a large open plan space of high quality de-

sign and a light and airy environment for clients and employees. 

Increased areas of glazing to the rear elevation further enhance the 

high quality internal environment.

Summary

� The proposal will result in an improved working environ-

ment at 5 Hampstead West and will contribute to the Borough’s 

current shortage of commercial buildings.

� The proposals will allow an existing commercial resident 

of Camden to remain trading within the borough and provide em-

ployment for local residents.

� The proposals will enhance the external appearance of 

a dated building and provide a high standard of external visual 

amenity.  

� The property will remain in commercial use and will blend 

into the character of the area.  

� Other units in the local vicinity have undergone similar 

conversion with the support of the Council.  

Three dimension internal illustrations of the

proposed mezzanine level 
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Daylight and Sunlight.

As proposed. As can be seen by the accompanying illustrations 

the careful location of the proposed extension causes no loss of 

amenity in terms of sunlight or excessive shadowing to the adja-

cent buildings.

5 Hampstead West
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Planning policy context

There are a number of strategic policies within the Camden’s Development Policies 2010 

that recognise the importance of sustainable patterns of development and of locating 

higher density development in areas where access to public transport is good. 

In addition the National Planning Policy Framework promotes good design and the e!  cient 

use of sites. 

The subject site is located within a designated ‘growth area’ as indicated on the London 

Borough of Camdens policy map.

Policy DP13 - Employment premises and sites 

The Council will retain land and buildings that are suitable for continued business use and 

will 

resist a change to non-business unless: 

a) it can be demonstrated to the Council’s satisfaction that a site or building is no longer 

suitable for its existing business use; and 

b) there is evidence that the possibility of retaining, reusing or redeveloping the site or 

building 

for similar or alternative business use has been fully explored over an appropriate period of 

time. 

Where a change of use has been justi" ed to the Council’s satisfaction, we will seek to 

maintain 

some business use on site, with a higher priority for retaining # exible space that is suitable 

for a 

variety of business uses. 

When it can be demonstrated that a site is not suitable for any business use other than B1(a) 

o!  ces, the Council may allow a change to permanent residential uses or community uses, 

except in Hatton Garden where we will expect mixed use developments that include light 

industrial premises suitable for use as jewellery workshops. 

Where premises or sites are suitable for continued business use, the Council will consider 

redevelopment proposals for mixed use schemes provided that: 

c) the level of employment # oorspace is maintained or increased; 

d) they include other priority uses, such as housing and a$ ordable housing; 

e) premises suitable for new, small or medium enterprises are provided; 

f ) # oorspace suitable for either light industrial, industry or warehousing uses is re-provided 

where the site has been used for these uses or for o!  ces in premises that are suitable for 

other business uses; 

g) the proposed non-employment uses will not prejudice continued industrial use in the 

surrounding area. 

The Council will support the provision of live/work premises provided they do not: 

h) result in the loss of any permanent residential units; or 

i) result in the loss of sites in business or employment use where there is potential for that 

use to continue.

Policy DP24 - Securing high quality design 

The Council will require all developments, including alterations and extensions to existing 

buildings, to be of the highest standard of design and will expect developments to con-

sider: 

a) character, setting, context and the form and scale of neighbouring buildings; 

b) the character and proportions of the existing building, where alterations and extensions 

are 

proposed; 

c) the quality of materials to be used; 

d) the provision of visually interesting frontages at street level; 

e) the appropriate location for building services equipment; 

f ) existing natural features, such as topography and trees; 

7. Requiring good design

56. The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built 

environment. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is 

indivisible from good planning, and should contribute positively to making 

places better for people.

57. It is important to plan positively for the achievement of high quality and 

inclusive design for all development, including individual buildings, public and 

private spaces and wider area development schemes.

Decision-taking 

186. Local planning authorities should approach decision-taking in a positive way 

to foster the delivery of sustainable development. The relationship between 

decision-taking and plan-making should be seamless, translating plans into 

high quality development on the ground. 

187. Local planning authorities should look for solutions rather than problems, 

and decision-takers at every level should seek to approve applications for 

sustainable development where possible. Local planning authorities should 

work proactively with applicants to secure developments that improve the 

economic, social and environmental conditions of the area.

Planning History

Application Number 2013/8056/P

Hampstead West 224 Iverson Road London NW6 2HL Erection of steel gates at entrance 

FINAL DECISION 16-01-2014 Granted

2011/5971/P

Hampstead West 224 Iverson Road London NW6 2HU Erection of front and rear dormers 

to existing o!  ce building. FINAL DECISION 30-11-2011 Refused

2011/5645/P

Hampstead West 224 Iverson Road London NW6 2HU The erection of a rear roof exten-

sion to the existing o!  ce (Class B1). FINAL DECISION 10-11-2011 

Granted

8880566

224 Iverson Road NW3 1 static internally illuminated business identi" ca-

tion fascia sign located on the facade of unit 5 244 Iverson Road measuring 2380mm 

X950mm located in accordance with the approved plan numbered 8880566R1 as revised 

by letter dated 22 August 1989. FINAL DECISION 21-12-1988 Grant Ap-

proval for Advertisement
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This diagram is an evolution of the original design conceiv
Correct at time of going to print, December 2012 Transport for London

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD RICHMOND to STRATFORD 124.48 

4.0 1.0 1.56 8.25 9.81 3.06 3.06

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD CLAPHAM JUNCTION to STRATFORD 

124.48 2.0 0.5 1.56 15.75 17.31 1.73 0.87

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK ST ALBANS BR to 

WEST NORWOOD BR 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 

94.48 0.32 0.16

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK WIMBLEDON BR 

to BEDFORD MIDLAND 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 

94.48 0.32 0.16

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK ST ALBANS BR to 

MOORGATE 225.6 0.67 0.5 2.82 45.53 48.35 

0.62 0.31

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK MOORGATE to 

LUTON 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 94.48 0.32 

0.16

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK MOORGATE to ST 

ALBANS BR 225.6 1.0 0.5 2.82 30.75 33.57 

0.89 0.45

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK MOORGATE to 

LUTON 225.6 0.67 0.5 2.82 45.53 48.35 0.62 

0.31

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK WIMBLEDON BR 

to LUTON 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 94.48 0.32 

0.16

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK ST ALBANS BR to 

SUTTON (SURREY) 225.6 0.67 0.5 2.82 45.53 48.35 

0.62 0.31

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK WIMBLEDON BR 

to ST ALBANS BR 225.6 1.33 0.5 2.82 23.31 26.13 

1.15 0.57

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK LUTON to MOOR-

GATE 225.6 0.67 0.5 2.82 45.53 48.35 0.62 

0.31

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK LUTON to MOOR-

GATE 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 94.48 0.32 

0.16

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK BEDFORD MID-

LAND to MOORGATE 225.6 1.0 0.5 2.82 30.75 

33.57 0.89 0.45

NATIONAL_RAIL WEST HAMPSTEAD THAMESLINK SELHURST to ST 

ALBANS BR 225.6 0.33 0.5 2.82 91.66 94.48 

0.32 0.16

Total AI for this POI is 27.86

PTAL Rating is 6a.

Tra!  c/highway safety

The site is located within a sustainable location and is in 

close proximity on foot to routes identi" ed as part of the 

London Bus and Railway Network.  The site provides 3 car 

parking spaces for sta#  and visitors in addition to bene" t-

ting from a high PTAL level we conclude that there will be 

no additional parking stress caused by these proposals.

PTAI Study Report File Summary

==============================

PTAI Run Parameters

PTAI Run: 20141610064637

Description: 20141610064637

Run by user: PTAL web application

Date and time: 16/10/2014 06:46

Walk File Parameters

Walk File: PLSQLTest

Day of Week: M-F

Time Period: AM Peak

Walk Speed: 4.8 kph

BUS Walk Access Time (mins): 8

BUS Reliability Factor: 2.0

LU LRT Walk Access Time (mins): 12

LU LRT Reliability Factor: 0.75

NATIONAL_RAIL Walk Access Time (mins): 12

NATIONAL_RAIL Reliability Factor: 0.75

Coordinates: 525452, 184775

Mode Stop Route Distance (metres) Frequency (vph) Weight 

Walk time (mins) SWT (mins) TAT (mins) EDF AI

BUS WEST HAMPSTEAD STATION C11 68.8 7.5 0.5 

0.86 6.0 6.86 4.37 2.19

BUS WEST HAMPSTEAD STATION 139 68.8 7.5 0.5 

0.86 6.0 6.86 4.37 2.19

BUS WEST HAMPSTEAD STATION 328 68.8 9.0 1.0 

0.86 5.33 6.19 4.84 4.84

BUS FNCH R O2 CENTRE HOMEBASE 187 558.54 6.0 

0.5 6.98 7.0 13.98 2.15 1.07

BUS FNCH R O2 CENTRE HOMEBASE 268 558.54 5.0 

0.5 6.98 8.0 14.98 2.0 1.0

LU LRT West Hampstead Jubilee Line Stanmore to Stratford 204.79 

17.8 1.0 2.56 2.44 5.0 6.01 6.01

LU LRT West Hampstead Jubilee Line Willesden Green to Stratford 

204.79 4.4 0.5 2.56 7.57 10.13 2.96 1.48

LU LRT West Hampstead Jubilee Line Wembley Park to Stratford 

204.79 4.4 0.5 2.56 7.57 10.13 2.96 1.48

5 Hampstead West
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Following the completion of the design process the cli-

ents consulted neighbouring businesses for their com-

ments. The following letters of support were presented 

to the applicants. To date we have received no negative 

replies from neighbours.
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