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DP32. Air quality and Camden’s Clear Zone
32.1 The Core Strategy highlights the need to promote higher standards of air quality within the borough.

It is recognised that parts of Camden have some of the poorest air quality levels in London and
consequently the whole of the borough has been declared an Air Quality Management Area. The
Council has produced an Air Quality Action Plan that identifies actions and mitigating measures
necessary to improve air quality in the borough.

32.2 A key challenge therefore is to make our local environment better by reducing air pollution. This
underpins many of the Core Strategy policies, including CS9 – Achieving a successful Central
London, CS11 – Promoting sustainable and efficient travel, CS13 – Tackling climate change
through promoting higher environmental standards and CS16 – Improving Camden’s health and
well-being.

32.3 The designation of Central London as a Clear Zone region is a key way to reduce congestion and
promote walking and cycling as a way of improving the borough’s air quality.

Air Quality
32.4 The Council will take into account impact on air quality when assessing development proposals.

Regard will be paid to Camden’s Air Quality Action Plan and to Cleaning London's Air: The
Mayor's Air Quality Strategy. Where development could potentially cause significant harm to air
quality, we require an air quality assessment. Where the assessment shows that a development
would cause significant harm to air quality, planning permission will be refused unless mitigation
measures are adopted to reduce the impact to acceptable levels. Further guidance on air quality
and when assessments will be required is provided in the Council’s Camden Planning Guidance
supplementary planning document.

32.5 Our growth areas of Euston, Kings Cross, Holborn, Tottenham Court Road and West Hampstead
(see Core Strategy policy CS2) are located along busy roads and currently experience poor levels
of air quality and disturbance from noise. Developments in these areas will need to be well
protected against air and noise pollution to ensure they are suitable for occupation. Where
mechanical ventilation is required due to poor environmental conditions we will expect
developments to incorporate high standards of energy efficient design, for example ‘Passivhaus’
principles. Policy DP22 – Promoting sustainable design and construction gives more guidance on
energy efficient design and Passivhaus. Our Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document
gives more information on mitigating against poor air quality and Passivhaus principles.

The Council will require air quality
assessments where development could
potentially cause significant harm to air
quality. Mitigation measures will be expected
in developments that are located in areas of
poor air quality.

The Council will also only grant planning
permission for development in the Clear Zone
region that significantly increases travel
demand where it considers that appropriate
measures to minimise the transport impact of
development are incorporated. We will use
planning conditions and legal agreements to
secure Clear Zone measures to avoid, remedy
or mitigate the impacts of development
schemes in the Central London Area.
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32.6 Core Strategy policy CS13 promotes the use of renewable energy technologies to reduce carbon
emissions and tackle climate change. The burning of biomass in a boiler is identified as a renewable
energy resource in the Mayor's Energy Strategy. Boilers can burn solid biomass or liquid biofuels
and are popular on high density sites with small footprints as their use can be the only way for
development to reduce their carbon emissions by 20%. However, in central London there are air
quality implications for the use of biomass as higher levels of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulates
are released than conventional gas boilers or gas-fired community heating facilities. Given the
existing poor air quality in Camden, the use of biomass as a renewable energy source will be the
Council’s least preferred option for the provision of renewable energy. We will expect developments
to focus on energy efficiency and an efficient energy supply. Details on potential low carbon and
renewable energy technologies can be found in the Camden Planning Guidance and also within
policy DP22 – Promoting sustainable design and construction.

Camden’s Clear Zone
32.7 Camden has been a leading council in the development of policies and initiatives to reduce the

impact of transport on the environment. We are the lead borough in the Clear Zone Partnership,
which covers the Central London part of Camden, with the City of Westminster and the Corporation
of London. The Clear Zone Partnership aims to reduce congestion, noise and air pollution;
encourage a shift to walking, cycling and public transport; and improve the urban realm. It uses
partnership working, innovative technologies and sustainable transport measures to achieve these
aims. The Council will expect development schemes to contribute to Clear Zone measures where
appropriate.

32.8 The objectives of the Clear Zone region are to:

• reduce congestion and pollution through piloting sustainable transport measures and innovative
technologies;

• improve air quality;

• reduce noise pollution;

• improve accessibility and mobility for walking, cycling and public transport;

• improve our streets, places and open spaces;

• make it easier for people to find their way around through installing pedestrian and cycling
signage systems;

• encourage cycling by promoting secure cycle stations and city bike hire schemes;

• promote car-free and traffic reduced areas and developments, complemented by car clubs;

• reduce the amount of through traffic;

• promote good management in development schemes through construction, servicing and waste
management plans; and

• promote alternatively fuelled and low emission vehicles for freight distribution and servicing.

32.9 More detail on the Clear Zone and the types of measures we will promote within it, such as travel
plans, car clubs, construction, servicing and waste management plans, pedestrian and cycle
facilities, is set out in the Council’s Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document.

Key evidence and references

• Camden’s Noise Strategy, 2002

• The London Plan (Consolidated with Alterations since 2004), 2008

• Planning Policy Guidance 24: Planning and noise

• Camden’s Air Quality Action Plan

• Cleaning London’s Air: The Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy




