Design and Access Statement
GROUND FLOOR 215A BELSIZE ROAD LONDON NW6 4AA
PROPOSAL TO CONTINUE THE EXISTING USE AS COMMUNITY CENTRE
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Introduction

The proposed centre will be managed by Kilburn Welfare Association, a charity organisation. The existing shop was uneconomic and the use was changed to a centre providing some community services. Due to high demand for our services, both premises are being utilised.

We believe that the services that we provide acts to draw people to this street, that would otherwise not visit the street. Thus creating a potential for improved business for the other shops in the street
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Note: All members are volunteers.
Change of use planning in charge:

       





 Rokib Ali


Originally

The existing retail shop was uneconomic and the use was changed to a centre providing some community services.

Objectives

To provide some services that are not provided currently by the public sector:
Youth Activities


Study circle


Tutorial classes


Sports activities

Summer school


Social gathering


Educational visits / Day trips

Elderly drop-in session

Welfare & Cultural Services for elderly Asian’s. Advice on welfare rights, benefits, social services. Help with form filling, interpretation services and day trips. 

Women Sessions

It is a structured educational programme for women aiming to improve their knowledge and understanding of issues that affect their life so that they can enhance their quality of life and that of their children.

Parental support project

To improve parental knowledge and understanding of the children’s development needs and increase their confidence and skills to build and sustain a positive and trusting relationship with their children so that they feel secure and valued.

Parent Group Activities

To enhance parental competence to exert their authority to discipline the children in an appropriate manner, improve parental skills, raise their awareness of and address dysfunctional family problems and build stable and cohesive families.

Educational Attainments

To enable parents/carers to develop ideas and methods to plan activities in a stimulating and structured environment and create learning opportunities in a predictable and nurturing milieu which helps children to realise their full potential. To empower parents to have insights into children’s behavioural and emotional difficulties and cultural conflicts which effect their academic achievements. To assist parents to use support services available to help the children to motivate and develop a positive learning attitude in order to improve their educational performance.
Principles

The principle is to facilitate group activities for sections of the local community that require a quiet hall.
Concepts

Provide a simple internal space that will fulfil the above stated objectives and principles.
Users

Groups of individuals from the local community, use it for the activities set out in the Objectives.

Emergency Services

This centre has a rear fire door and there was no change to the accessibility of the unit from when it was a shop.

Policies

The applicant has no policies other than that no activity will be undertaken in the premises that are noisy or incompatible with the neighbourhood. This policy has been adopted from the date of change of use.
Alterations

No internal or external alteration required or planned other than changing the name on the facia sign.
Operational Hours

The community centre will operate seven days a week from 0900 to 2200 hours.
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