Gloucester Avenue Association

102 Gloucester Avenue, London NW1 S8HX

5 March 2015
Dear Michael,

44-44A Gloucester Avenue

1 am writing to object to the current plans for 44-44A Gloucester Avenue on three

grounds.
1. Pollution

It is clear that these buildings have a long history of industrial use. They were used as
a telegraphic works from 1858; in 1871 it was used for making and repairing
batteries. The overall use of the building for industrial purposes, however, remains
unclear and this must raise doubts about the suitability of using the buildings for
residential purposes. In our opinion, it is inconceivable that well over a hundred years

of engineering and chemical usage did not lead to significant industrial pollution.
2. Traffic
We do not believe that the impact of the increased residential traffic is acceptable,

particularly in the light of the future threat to Camden’s traffic flows posed by HS2.

Committee: JM. Crook CBE, FBA, Dominic Crossley-Holland, Peter Darley, Ronwen Emerson,
Robert Englehart QC, James Kennedy, Annabel Leventon, Richard Millett QC, Craig Morrison,
Caroline Moorehead OBE, Councillor Lazzaro Pietragnoli, Martin Sheppard, Jeff Travers



3. Heritage

The building is close to and controls possible emergency access to the Grade IT*
Listed Stationary Winding Vaults. It is incumbent of Camden to protect the future of
such an important building, including access to it. In this the Gloucester Avenue

Association strongly supports the position of the Camden Railway Heritage Trust.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Sheppard

Chairman

The Gloucester Avenue Association

Michael Cassidy
Department of Planning
London Borough of Camden
pFd Floor, 5 Pancras Square
¢/o Town Hall, Judd Street
London WC1H 9JE



From: Cassidy, Michael

Sent: 17 March 2015 15:41

To: Planning

Subject: FW: 44-44A Gloucester Avenue, planning application 2015/0462/P
Attachments: Scudamore report 1871 007.jpg; Scudamore repart 1871 006.jpg

Please could you upload this objection onto application 2014/0462/P.
Thanks,
Michael

Michael Cassidy

Principal Planner
Regeneration and Planning
Culture and Environment
London Borough of Camden

Telephone: 0207 974 5666
Web: camden.gov.uk

5 Pancras Square
London N1C 4AG

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Peter Darle

Sent: 05 March 2015 16:57

To: Cassidy, Michael

Subject: 44-44A Gloucester Avenue, planning application 2015/0462/P

Dear Michael
| would like to respand more formally to planning application 2015/0462/P:

First | wish to address the question of contaminated land. The previous planning application
approved at appeal did not address this question, maintaining

The industrial buildings were used as warehouse and office accommodation for the business
(Heritage Statement, 2010/6627/P) .

This is as far as the investigation of the industrial activities carried out at the site goes.

I would like to set the stage by quoting from my book “Camden Goods Station Through Time”:

in 1846 the Electric and International Telegraph Company, which owned the Cooke and Wheatstone
patents, was incorporated for public telegraphic communications using railway routes as corridors
for the overhead lines. Their Gloucester Road works, built in 1858, housed an extensive factory
carrying out a great variety of skilled operations. The company was nationalised and taken over by
the Post Office in 1870. The single storey building facing Gloucester Road was replaced by the
present three-storey building in c1871.



There is more information on the factory operations in the Scudamore Report of 1871, which
describes reorganisation post nationalisation. | attach the two pages of this report that relate
directly to the site in subject.

| provided this report to Camden when | was asked for historical information, to be used to defend the
refusal of the application. The applicant now considers:

The planning application that was previously submitted and approved at appeal under application
reference: APP/X5210/A/11/2161885 did not include a Contamination Desktop Report and therefore it
is not considered that a report will be required in this instance as it was agreed not to be a material
issue in the determination of the appeal (Cover Letter).

No attempt appears to have been made by the applicant to obtain information on the industrial
processes undertaken on site either before nationalisation, as documented in the Scudamore Report,
or post nationalisation. | do not have information on how the site evolved after nationalisation, and
have never sought such information. But, in the absence of information, a precautionary stance
should be taken. We already know about battery manufacture and the repair of old batteries from the
Scudamore Report. There must be a strong possibility that a number of other processes would have
involved noxious substances.

Unless and until it is reasonably proven otherwise, Camden Railway Heritage Trust objects to the
application because of the potential hazard of contaminated land.

Second, | would like to address the heritage issue. It is stated:

There is no significant effect on the setting of any listed building — notably the nearby public house
(Heritage Statement, 2010/6627/P).

The Heritage Statement also refers to nearby listed buildings (primarily The Engineer Public House
(Grade ll) & the Primrose Hill Primary School (Grade Il).

There has never been any mention in the series of planning applications submitted by the developer
of the Grade II* listed stationary winding engine vaults. These are closer to the site than either the
Engineer or Primrose Hill School. Their omission in the 2010 application may simply have been due
to incompetence, but the applicant will have been alerted to their existence by the responses of
Network Rail and CRHT, and by the Discussion Paper “Restoration of the Stationary Winding Vaults,
June 2014, which was handed to the developer at a meeting on 11 July 2014. It is clear that the
applicant believes that permitted development orders allow him/her to ignore this remarkable
feature of Camden’s rich railway heritage.

The vaults are of international importance for their historical and technological significance. They
were listed at Grade Il in June 1990 and raised to Grade II* in April 2010 following a successful
application by Camden Railway Heritage Trust. They are a survivor of the London and Birmingham
Railway (L&BR), the first of all modern main line railways with a London terminus. The L&BR opened
to Boxmoor from Euston on 20 July 1837 and to Birmingham on 17 September 1838. The winding
engine vaults represent, as one of the very last uses of rope haulage on a public railway, a relatively
brief transitional stage in the technological development of railway transportation. Their
architectural interest lies in the grand scale and unique design of their underground brick
construction.

The most important issue to be addressed is the safeguarding of the means of access/escape to the
winding vaults, and thereby the safeguarding of the potential for restoration and reuse of this
exceptional structure. In this respect, the historic former electric telegraph works at 44-44A
Glaucester Avenue provide the last opportunity to safeguard a service/escape route to the winding
vaults on their western side. This would be through the building at the south-eastern end of the



Courtyard, adjacent to No. 42 Gloucester Avenue and backing onto the rail side. It is currently shown
in the application as a single storey in B8 use, exactly as existing. For an access/escape route two
basement floors, a staircase and a lift would need to be incorporated.

The utilities to be provided for any restoration of the vaults would include potable water,
wastewater, electricity, and communications. It is envisaged that all of these services would be
routed from Gloucester Avenue, and combined with the escape route from the vaults. This route
could also be used for servicing the vaults, using the lift in the access shaft for movement of heavier
loads.

Whatever the permitted development rights under new government legislation, it must be in
Camden’s interest to safeguard the potential of such a valuable heritage asset. If the planning
authority fails in this, it will deprive future residents and visitors of a unique opportunity. We call on
the parties involved, developer, Network Rail and LBC, to show some imagination so that all parties
may benefit.

Peter Darley
Secretary
Camden Railway Heritage Trust
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o When all theiimprovements: which are in progress bave been comipleted; and. they are
advancing fast towdrds completion, 1 beliéve that the Telegraph system of ‘this ‘country
will'bietas Perfect s it can be'iade. ' e

. T Groucesrer Roan Brores avp Worksnovs,

- Prios’ ;hﬂ the transfer,. and immediately after if had taken place, we woure compelled
" by the nrgency and magnitude of our requirements to cntrust much work o manufas-

turers, which My Oulley would have preferred to have given to our own workshops.
We inherited from the Electric and International Company sn extensive factory in
Glovvestor Road, Camden Town, and in that fetory we now carry én a great variety
of-operations which mgke ns to a great extent independent of mamufacturers. The
following deseription of the “work done at the Gloucester Road 8fores has heen pre-
pared for me by My, Johmston. '

@ The work capsied ‘on there may be divided futo two clagses, viz, that relating to all Linds of
apparatus in usc in our felegraph offices, and that relating to all kinds of Hoe and counslruction worl,
’IEH'Q farmer s caried on by skilled mechamies, of wham there ave about 70, inchiding apprenticcs,

. employed ; and the latier by workmen especially trained for it, and by ordinsry telegraph Iabourers,

of whom the number at present employod 15 105, In the first class of work the Jullowing are the most.
important items, viz., the remakimg and repair of all Linds of instruments, the manufacture of trausLtor
Loards, the windiug of coils, und the cxemination and testing of all apparatus supplied by manu-
factorers under eontract with.the Department. As régards the repair of instruments, it frequently
happens that epparatus which mighi otherwise have fallen into disuse from wear axd tear, or from
somia electiical defect or other, is made cqual to naw on being sent into tho factory; and thern i thi
important advantage of having &tl'eStablighmcnt of the kind under the immediate eye of the Depart-
ment, that the improvements n :;ippariltus which praciival working has shown to be neecssary or
dasirable can he tested and carried out writh the least possible delay, and 2t thu least posaible cost,
For instance, on a recent oveasion it wae found necessary to have 2 number of Morse printing instro-
meirts adapted for fuet speed, in order to apply the agtematic arrangement to the transmission of news
gver the move imbortant presy wires.. TUnder ordinary cirenmastances now instrineyts would bave had
to be supplied; bub theough the ingenuity of the superintending mechania o the fetury, 5 fast-spesd
arrangement wis devised applieable te noy Morse instrument, and in this way a novber of compara-
tively old instruments were adapted and brought fnto use for & most importent service.  In the matter




BE

4t this partienlar kind of work from 12 to 20 men, and 2,000 insulators a day can be regularly tested
and filled in the marmer deseeibed,  Tu the gutta percha wire department we employ about 34 people,
25 men and seven boys, and some idea of the amount of work done may be formed from the statemant
that thore have been made up inle eables for street and tounet work during the past year uo less than
frame 2,570 to 5,000 miles of wire, Our apesations in this department are nok confined to new wice
simply, hut all kinds of old wire are sent heve for examinution, and, if' possible, for repalr, with a view
to further niilisation, For instance wires, which have had tn bo removed from vertain siroct cables
owing to bad worling sre testnd hore, the faulty partz cul out, and after being carefoily joluted, ave
mracte almost a3 good as new. Ty this meany we make tha vury utmost of every wyatiablc ingh of wire, and
the item ef “old stoves ' this particular branch is reduced v a minimun, | Next in importancs is thy
battery shop, where we employ from 18 to 20 men.  The oparations earricd o here embrace everything
comnected with the movnutacture of batterics, ancept the making of the mers wonden tronigh in which
the plates and solution are contained. Nothing ut ihe-ubmost care in cvery slage of the menyfackurd
will ensmie a giad working hattery ; and as a good werking hatlevy means & good wurking instinment
and & geud werking line, uo pais should be spared to perfoct the manufacture in this department.
Contract haiteries were a souves of great eomplaint in the carlier stuges of our experienco, and thus
we have taken o making early all dur ewn. Wo do the coating with macine glie, we cagt our own
plates, make our awn fitlings, and in fact do everything, as I bave siveady said, but make the wnoden
trougt.  With owr pressnt srrangements we can ton out as many as 230 batteries o week when
raquired, snd it may be inleresting to state that there have passed through this department during tha

ast year over 11,000 batferies. In addition to the manufaeture of now batteries, thove ig earried on

ore the cleaning and re-fitting of old ones, and the making up of frash troughs ef the wood of such
as have become 1n other respects wseless.  The preparing of arms eccapies about E5 man, who turh st
among them semewhere abaul 1,500 n day ; while i the manufactare of testing hoxes, sind in the
general work of the fustory, wo employ from six to efuht evpenters aud joiners.  We also manufacture
oar awn solder, apparently » emgll matker, bub one which, m telegraphy at least, is reully of vory preat
impaortanse, cansidering how much the goodness of o wire may be impared by bad joiute hers and there,
a thing of very Hrequent oceurrence.  Amenget the miscellaneous tems ara the manufachure of © carrigrs
for the pnewmatic tulis, the forging of light ironwork for the various departents of manufueture, and
the distribution of' touls and implemonts of all kinds in use for the purposes of telezmaph construction
and maintenance. The packing department oceapies four or fve men conskantly, while two coopers
are kept fully employed in wiaking old easks into now, and in ‘heading’ those whicl are about to be
despatched to distant painta with stoves of dilferent kinda,

“ Thesn works, as ? have adrapdy nintad, weve cconpled for similar purposes by the Elestifo and
International ‘lelegraph Cowpany. *'Fhey were built in 1358, and, together with a large open yavd 0
the centre of the bnildings, cover un area of nearly half an acre. The buildings at tha hack, adjoining
the Camden Depdt of the Tondon and Nevib-western Railway, ave of two storeys high, and embrace
the mechanivs and cavpenters shops, instrument stores, insulater battory, and wire-fitting shops, und
packing shed. Thesc al the front are of one storey only, and embraco the lacquering shep, tosting
room, tool store, and geperal ofiecs conuected with the worke, Arrangements are being ‘made by
the Oftfice of Works for the sraction of o threc-storay building aud Gasemout in plaoe of the present
one storey vange, to give additional space {ur meshantes, and for the general purpeses of the depdt,
The pervranent staff consists of a storekeeper, one principal assistant, and five slecks, 2 superintendent
mechanic, foreman of the yard, and forenren of the variong other hranelios of manp [helure and re padi,
the rajerity of the men béing temporarily empleyed a3 veorsion requires. "T'he storekeeper, ir. hcl!,
has 4 residence on the promisea,

* Lhere iz 4 branch depdt at Helton, formerdy in the cceupationTof the lue Magnatic Telegraph
Company, and held on lease for somn vears. The work cmvied on there Se chiefly confined to (he
testing and fiting of ingulators on the plan already described as in operalion ut Glogcester Road, ihe
prepacing of atins, and the cleaning aud re-fisting of batteries. Stores of varions kiids nre also Teept
at Bolton, especially those of the heavier deseription, iron wive snd the like, in order to their more
conveniont aud ecomomical distribution in the northern and north-western divisions of tho system.
14 anly remains to add that there are varions depbts throughout the countty, such as at Hartlepool,
Grimeby, and the ke, for the storing and reparing of poles, and that ench divisional enginser has ane
e quore lozal depdts ar the most central :a.m;P conveniewt kpots in his distriet for the rapid sud economival
distribution of stores of the kinds in mora general use aud demand.”

Roval BNcINmLks.

By the desive of the Secrclary of Slate for War it has been avvanged ;

ist, That a Lody of about 50 men under a commanding officer and two subalterns shull
be employed in the construction of the Post Office Telegraphe, and thit the subaltern
m commmd of each portion of this foree shall be immediatel y.under the control of the
Engineer of the Postal Division in which his duty shall from time to time lie, but shall
not be under the control of any officer of the Postal Service of o lower grade than that of
Divisional Engineer, ] : '
2nd. That a further body of ubout ten men shail be employed as lnemen in fhe
mamtensnce of the Postal Telegraphs, and shall be stationed at such places as may bo
convenient “to the Depurtment. They shall be under ‘the immediate control of the
Inspector in charge, upder the same conditions s if they were &iviljang,
3rd. That & body of about 20 then shall be cmployed as signallers at such Postal
Telegraph Offices as may be convenient to the Depariment, and under the hmmediate



From: Cassidy, Michael

Sent: 17 March 2015 15:41
To: Planning
Subject: FW: 44-44A Gloucester Avenue 2015/0462/P

Please could you upload this objection onto application 2014/0462/P.
Thanks,
Michael

Michael Cassidy

Principal Planner
Regeneration and Planning
Culture and Environment
London Borough of Camden

Telephone: (0207 974 5666
Web: camden.gov.uk

5 Pancras Square
London N1C 4AG

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: jeff travers [ NG
Sent: 05 March 2015 23:59

To: Cassidy, Michael

Subject: 4444A Gloucester Avenue

Dear Michael

T understand Martin Shepherd has put in an objection to the proposal in this application for
the Gloucester Avenue Association and named me amongst its members.

1 am an architect and have lived in Gloucester Avenue for over 40 years.

Notwithstanding the Gloucester Avenue Association objections, I consider there are two
considerations regarding which the present application should not be approved.

1 A small part of the complex housed the original workshop where the telegraph system was
developed. This small part should definitely not be converted to residential. It is of global
significance to the history of communication and needs to be retained for a use compatible
with its heritage value.

2 Thave investigated Stevenson's winding engine vaults to the rear. These are a heritage
asset of global significance. Due to past planning approvals to nearby projects it is now only
possible to provide service access and an escape route to a future scheme to enable public
access to the winding engine vault via the footprint of 44-44A Gloucester Avenue. This only
requires access to the rail land to the rear from the existing courtyard so should not affect the
financial viability of the development of 44-44A Gloucester Avenue.



I should let you know that over the last 40 years I have met several knowledgable foreign
tourists (americans and antipodians) searching in vain for railway heritage assets in the
vicinity of the application site. They all testified to the global significance of the above
heritage assets linked to the application site and found Camden's complicity in preventing the
assets from being usefully restored as lamentable.

1 hope you will ensure that use of these assets is not blocked by the proposed spec
development.

Regards
Jeff Travers
Flat 1 62 Gloucester Avenue NW18JD

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.



