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01 VIMN  HAWLEY CRESCENT

INTRODUCTION

This Des ign and Access  Statement was prepared 
by WATG in February 2015 in support  of  a 
p lanning appl icat ion for  an extens ion to V iacom’s 
London HQ at  17-29 Hawley Crescent .
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01 VIMN  HAWLEY CRESCENT

INTRODUCTION

Br ief

Viacom, based at  Hawley Crescent ,  i s  the largest 
s ingle s i te  for  th is  organisat ion outs ide of  the US. 
The current  s i te  at  17-29 Hawley Crescent  i s  home 
to the UK terr i tory  for  MTV networks,  as  wel l 
as  Comedy Centra l  and the Chi ldren’s  Channel , 
Nicke lodeon UK. Fol lowing a rat ional i sat ion of 
off ice space two years  ago,  a l l  of  the London 
operat ions for  these channels  together  with a 
number of  Internat ional  V iacom departments , 
consol idated onto the Camden s i te  in  Hawley 
Crescent .

In May 2014,  i t  was announced that  V iacom was 
to purchase publ ic  serv ice Broadcaster  Channel 
5,  and the sa le  concluded in September 2014. 
Channel  5 has approx imate ly  400 employees and 
the a im is  to consol idate a l l  operat ions in  the 
Camden area in a mix of  rented accommodat ion 
and expans ion of  ava i lab le space on the current 
s i te  at  17-29 Hawley Crescent . 

Channel  5 i s  a  UK serv ice.  Br inging a l l  of  the 
UK serv ices  together  under  one management 
team on s i te  at  Hawley Crescent  i s  seen as 
key to the success  of  the future bus iness .  I t  i s 
cons idered that  the co- locat ion of  Channel  5 with 
the ex is t ing V iacom bus iness  i s  essent ia l  going 
forward to remain compet i t ive,  whi l s t  br inging a 
new avenue to the s i te  in  the form of  da i ly  l i ve 
shows.

The proposal  in- f i l l s  the ex is t ing courtyard space 
and takes th is  up to ground p lus  four  f loors .  The 
current  green wal l  to the courtyard wi l l  be re-used 
on the main South E levat ion amongst  other  areas 

and the green roof  and wal l  area wi l l  be increased 
in l ine with the increase in GIA area.

The new plant  equipment proposed on the roof 
wi l l  be pul led back f rom the Hawley Crescent 
e levat ion so that  i t ’s  not  perce ivable f rom the 
st reet .

The ex is t ing B1 GIA i s  approx imate ly  9,413 m2 
and the new proposed B1 GIA wi l l  be 11,322 
m2, which i s  an increase of  1,909 m2. There are 
current ly  approx imate ly  600 employees work ing 
on s i te  and the proposed expans ion a ims to 
accommodate 750 employees.

V iacom owns the current  s i te  and increas ing the 
capac i ty  makes i s  a  sens ib le  so lut ion to ensur ing 
that  accommodat ion i s  prov ided in the most  cost 
ef fect ive way,  increas ing the workstat ion capac i ty 
whi l s t  making use of  ex is t ing s i te  common 
spaces,  foster ing col laborat ion throughout the 
d i f ferent  s t rands of  the bus iness  which have 
common act iv i t ies .  Add it ional ly,  consol idat ing 
operat ions with in a s ingle locat ion wi l l  resu l t  in 
increas ing the potent ia l  employment opportuni t ies 
in  the borough and br inging increased footfa l l 
to surround ing reta i l  and food out lets ,  whi l s t 
mainta in ing Camden’s  s tatus as  a med ia centr ic 
borough.



TV-AM - 1983-1993
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HENLEYS GARAGE - 1970’S MTV STUDIOS - 2013

MTV STUDIOS - 2013TV-AM - 1983-1993 MTV STUDIOS - 1993-2013

S ITE  HISTORY
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S ITE  LOCATION PLAN
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CAMDEN LOCK

CAMDEN HIGH STREET GRAND UNION WALK HOUSING

SAINSBURY’S - KENTISH TOWN ROAD

Camden has  i t s  own very  d i s t inc t i ve  character  that 
i s  a  product  of  the co lour  and mater ia l s  used in  the 
bu i ld ings ,  and the act i v i t ies  that  a re  synonymous 
wi th  the area.

The new extens ion wi l l  a im to ‘mesh’  wi th  the 
language of  the cur rent  bu i ld ing by p ick ing up 
on f loor  and window he ights  whi l s t  var y ing the 
mater ia l s  and modulat ing the s t reet  prof i le .

Sur round ing context

SITE ANALYSIS
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03

REGENTS CANAL 
CONSERVATION AREA

CAMDEN TOWN 
CONSERVATION AREA

GRADE II LISTED

S ITE  ANALYSIS

Her i tage and Conservat ion

The Regent ’s  Cana l  Conservat ion Areas  sk i r t s 
the Nor th s ide of  17-29 Hawley  Crescent  but  the 
proposed extens ion onto Hawley  Crescent  to  the 
South i s  outs ide the Conservat ion Area.
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03 S ITE  ANALYSIS

Views f rom the Regent ’s  Cana l 
Conservat ion Area

The Regent ’s  Cana l  Conservat ion Areas  sk i r t s  the 
Nor th s ide of  the s i te .  I t  i s  ant ic ipated that  the new 
extens ion wi l l  have a  min imal  impact  when v iewed 
f rom the Nor th.

Note:  V iews are  not  ver i f ied

View 1 - existing

View 1 - proposed

View 2 - existing

View 2 - proposed

View 3 - existing

View 3 - proposed
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Hawley Crescent  i s  predominant ly  made up of  of f i ce 
and commerc ia l  space wi th  some res ident ia l  on upper 
f loors  and s tudent  hous ing. 

The cent re  of  Camden i s  dominated by the H igh St reet , 
which connects  Camden Underground Sta t ion to the 
lock  and market  and i s  the re ta i l  focus  for  the area. 
Reta i l  does  not  s ign i f i cant ly  penet ra te  s ide s t reets , 
but  g ives  way to commerc ia l  and of f ice  uses  in  these 
areas .

S ITE  ANALYSIS

Uses

RETAIL

KEY

RESIDENTIAL

INDUSTRIAL

OFFICE

RESIDENTIAL ON 
UPPER FLOORS

CANAL EDUCATIONAL

INDUSTRIAL
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Transpor t

Camden has  exce l lent  t ranspor t  connect ions  wi th 
overground and underground s ta t ions ,  as  wel l  as  nu-
merous  bus  ser v ices .   The s i te  benef i t s  f rom a Pub l ic 
Transpor t  Access ib i l i t y  Leve l  (PTAL)  of  6b,  meaning 
the s i te  has  an exce l lent  leve l  of  t ranspor t  access ib i l -
i t y.

UNDERGROUND
Camden Town underground s ta t ion i s  a  230m walk 
South a long the H igh St reet  prov id ing access  to  H igh 
Barnet  and Edgware to the Nor th and Morden to the 
South v ia  the Nor thern L ine.

Cha lk  Farm underground s ta t ion i s  approx imate ly  a 
800m walk  to  the Nor th.

OVERGROUND
Camden Road overground i s  approx imate ly  450m to 
the Eas t  wi th  ser v ices  to  R ichmond in  the West  and 
St ra t ford in  the Eas t .

BUSES
Camden acts  as  a  hub for  bus  ser v ices  in  the area wi th 
connect ions  to  cent ra l ,  Nor th,  Eas t  and West  London. 
A l so,  a  number  of  n ight  bus  ser v ices  pass  through 
wi th  connect ions  to  the cent re  of  London.

27

BUS ROUTES TRAINS

31

168

24

C2

214

134

TO CAMDEN ROAD OVERGROUND

420m

TO CAMDEN TOWN UNDERGROUND

230m 

TO CHALK FARM UNDERGROUND

800m 

KEY

S ITE  ANALYSIS
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Or ientat ion & no ise

S ITE  ANALYSIS

The Hawley  Crescent  facade faces  due south west  and 
the cour tyard e levat ion faces  d i rec t l y  west .  These or i -
entat ions  ensure a  h igh leve l  of f  natura l  day l ight  pen-
et ra t ion in to the of f ice  space.

The south fac ing façade wi l l  have deep window re-
vea l s  that  wi l l  subs tant ia l l y  reduce the so la r  load 
t ransmi t ted in to the bu i ld ing whi les  s t i l l  a l lowing for 
c lear  v iews out .

Hawley  Crescent  in  compar i son wi th  the H igh St reet  i s 
a  re la t i ve ly  qu i te  road that  has  a  lower  env i ronmenta l 
impact  in  te rms of  no ise .  The facades  wi l l  be acoust i -
ca l l y  t reated to ensure that  there  i s  a  p leasant  in terna l 
env i ronment  conduc ive  to  a  hea l thy  work  space.

BUSY ROAD
NOISY ENVIRONMENT

KEY

SECONDARY ROAD
QUIETER  ENVIRONMENT

SOUTH-EAST 
ORIENTATION

AM
PM



VIMN  HAWLEY CRESCENT

13

04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

In i t ia l  approach -  where to  ex tend

Saw-tooth roof area

Adjacent  to  the Regent ’s  Cana l  Conservat ion Area
Off ice  space re l ies  on roof  l ights  so prob lemat ic 
to  bu i ld  over
C lose to  the backs  of  res ident ia l  proper t ies  on 
Camden High St reet

2011 Extens ion
Only  recent ly  redeve loped

Courtyard
Under  ut i l i zed
leas t  impact  to  the conservat ion area and res i -
dent ia l  proper t ies  on Camden High St reet

Western end
Rights  of  l ight  concerns  due to prox imi ty  of  res i -
dent ia l  proper t ies  on Camden High St reet

Conclus ion
The cour tyard area represents  the bes t  oppor tu-
n i ty  to  add f loor  space wi thout  advers ly  a f fec t -
ing ad jacent  res ident ia l  proper t ies  or  the Regents 
Cana l  Conservat ion Area
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

Exis t ing

Features

•	 Coloured f ins  across  the width of  the South e leva-
t ion ex tend ing up to cover  s ta i r s  and so l id  areas 
of  the facade

•	 Meta l  mesh in f i l l  between f ins
•	 Curta in  wal l ing to of f i ce  areas  wi th  a  mix ture  of 

v i s ion and spandre l  g laz ing
•	 Courtyard space l ined wi th  green wal l s

View from Camden High Street looking East
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

Vers ion 1

Features

•	 In f i l l  the cour tyard wi th  four  f loors  above ground
•	 Extend up the co loured f ins  found on the ground 

f loor  of  the prev ious  ex tens ion
•	 Glaz ing beh ind the f ins

Conc lus ion

•	 Large expanse of  f ins  i s  too monol i th ic  and doesn’ t 
respond to the character  of  the s t reet

View from Camden High Street looking East
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

Vers ion 2

Features

•	 In f i l l  the cour tyard wi th  four  f loors  above ground. 
•	 Apply  the same cur ta in  wal l  sy s tem wi th  br i se  so le i l 

as  found on the prev ious  ex tens ion 
•	 The green wal l  d i sp laced by the in f i l l  i s  re located 

onto the West  and South e levat ions

Conc lus ion

•	 Whi l s t  the var ied bu i ld ing he ights  breakup the ex-
panse of  g laz ing over  4  f loors  lacks  d i f fe rent ia t ion

View from Camden High Street looking East
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

Features

•	 In f i l l  the cour tyard wi th  four  f loors  above ground
•	 Apply  the same cur ta in  wal l  sy s tem as  found on 

the prev ious  ex tens ion
•	 The green wal l  d i sp laced by the in f i l l  i s  re located 

onto the West  and South e levat ions  and a l lowed 
to spread to in f i l l  a l l  the spaces  around the g laz ing

•	 The top f loor  i s  d i f fe rent ia ted by f lush g laz ing wi th 
a  whi te  ceramic  f r i t

Conc lus ion

•	 The t r ipar t i te  a r rangement  of  f ins ,  g laz ing wi th 
green wal l ,  and ‘whi te  box’  on top responds wel l 
to  the sca le  of  Hawley  Crescent

•	 A greater  net  increase in  green wal l  a rea

View from Camden High Street looking East

F ina l  vers ion
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

Fina l  vers ion

The f ina l  vers ion s t r i kes  a  ba lance between the need 
to es tab l i sh  a  re la t ionsh ip  wi th  and in tegrate  in to the 
ex i s t ing cond i t ion whi l s t  a l so embrac ing d i f fe rence 
and cont ras t .  The co loured f ins  and parapet  leve l  a re 
mainta ined across  the length of  the facade but  the 
add i t ion of  a  roof top two s torey  component  g ives 
some var ia t ion to the roof l ine.  The g laz ing module 
on the Eas tern end i s  cont inued across  to  the West -

ern end but  the background mater ia l  sh i f t s  f rom back 
pa inted spandre l  pane l s  to  green wal l ing.  The cent ra l 
s ta i r  onto the s t reet  i s  ex tended up to ho ld the edge 
of  the roof top add i t ion whi l s t  de l ineat ing the po int  a t 
which the bu i ld ing i s  accessed.  The roof top add i t ion 
i s  t reated as  a  smooth,  f lush-g lazed box wi th  a  whi te 
graduated ceramic  f r i t  that  wi l l  both merge wi th ,  and 
ref lec t  the sky.

South elevation onto Hawley Crescent
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04 DESIGN EVOLUTION

View from Hawley Crescent looking West



The main mater ia l s  u t i l i sed on the facade are  dou-
b le  g laz ing,  wi th  and wi thout  graduated f r i t  and sof t 
landscap ing in  a  ver t i ca l  p lane.

The main ob ject i ve  of  the façade i s  to  in t roduce as 
much natura l  l ight  in to the depth of  the bu i ld ing 
whi l s t  mainta in ing a  h igh leve l  of  thermal  insu la t ion. 

The use of  fu l l  he ight  c lear  g laz ing (2 .7 metres  h igh) 
a l lows for  c lear  v iews out  whi l s t  a l lowing for  the max-
imum amount  of  day l ight  in to the bu i ld ing.  The c lear 
v i s ion pane ls  wi l l  have a  deep f rame on leve l s  1  and 
2 that  wi l l  reduce the heat  loads  and in terna l  g la re . 

Leve l s  3  and 4 wi l l  have f lush min imal  g laz ing wi th  a 
graduated ceramic  f r i t  to  reduce so la r  ga in .

1

3

SOUTH ELEVATION

3. VERTICAL LANDSCAPING 2. CERAMIC FRIT

2. CERAMIC FRIT2. CERAMIC FRIT

2. CERAMIC FRIT

4. SOLAR PV PANELS3. VERTICAL LANDSCAPING

1. CURTAIN WALLING

1. CURTAIN WALLING

4. SOLAR PV PANELS

3. VERTICAL LANDSCAPING

2

4
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PROPOSED SCHEME

Facade mater ia l s
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Facade des ign

PROPOSED SCHEME
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Ground f loor  p lan

PROPOSED SCHEME




