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Former Reading Roen Temporary Cxhibition Space
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“he west desk for which permission is sought

Multimedia guides 1
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Detail of the west desk
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Sign on the wast dask detailing the guides availzble

“he waest daesk like the cast desk is
unattached to the building febric
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Permission being sought

The Director and Trustees of the Brtish Museum (Museum) are
seekng a further temporary Listed Building Consent to retan the
two desks which stand in the South kast and South West sides of the
Great Court of the Museum. Permission was orig nally granted for
these desks on a temporary basis in 2007, Permission s now scught
o refain these desks in position for a further five year period until
31st December 2019, It should be noted that these desks are not
attached to the fabric of the historic bui ding and retention of the
desks for a further period has no physical effect cn the building.

The present position

An appl cat on was made n October 2006 for a temperary listed
build ng consent to use the former Reading Room at the Brit sh
Museum as a temporary exh bit on space. The background for

this was an urgenl need Lo find a space lor an exhibition of the
terracotta warr ors from Xian. |he Museum was, at that time, in the
process of drawing up plans for the new bui ding — including a main
axhibition space - which openad in 2014, This new exhibition space
designed by architects Rogers Stirk Harbour, is part of the new Wor d
Canservation and Exhibitions Centre and, at long last, fulfils the
Museum's requirements for a large, flexible and permanent space for
temporary exhibitions.

I he temporary space created n the former Reading Room provided
a very welcome inter m solution. |he “First Emperor” exhibition

of the terracotta warriors was staged in 2007/08 and proved an
enormous success with visitors te the Museum with some 800,000
people having the chance 1o see lhese extraordinary ligures. So
great was the success that the Director and Trustees of the Museum
dec ded to apply for an extension of the temporary L sted Buiding
Consent. This was granted for a further temporary per od. A further
appl caton was made n February 201 | (permission granted cn 01
Apri 2011 Reference 201 1/0605/P) for a further extension to a low
the former Reading Room to be used as a temporary exhbiten
space unt the new Wor d Conservat on and Exhibitions Centre
was ready for use, |his extension was aso granted by the London
Borough of Camden and the space has been used successfully
throughout that period. The temporary work in the former Reading
Raom forming the raised floor and surrounding fabric walls is now
about to be stripped out and the space put back to its former 2006
appearance.
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As part of the or ginal work to turn the former Reading Room intc a
temporary exhib tion space a decision was made to install twe arge
picces of furniture nto the west and cast s des of the Great Court
to serve as a ticket desk for the temporary exhibit on space and as

a base for the audio-gu des for the exhibit ons. This permission was
granted by the Lenden Borough of Camden on 8th August 2007
(Appl! cat en reference 2007/2934/L — a copy s attached as Append x
A). One of the condtions attached to the original consent was
(Condtion 4)

“The retail ticket desk herby approved shall be removed in its entirety
and any affected areas made good upon the closure of the First Emperor
temporary exhibition season in October 2008.”

An app ication was made in 2008 for the extens on of the various
temporary listed building consents to allow the former Read ng
Room to continue to be used as an exh biton space and as part

of that application permission was sought for the retention of the
desks, I’ermissicn was granted n Juy 2008 (App ication reference
200871376/ — a copy of this s attached as Appendix B). | his had the
condit on attached (Conditon 7)

“The retail and ticket desks hereby approved shall be removed in their
entirety within four years from the date of this consent.... (i.e. by July
2012)”.

The further app ication in February 201 | granted a further extension
for the use of the desks unt | the new exhibition space in the VWorld
Conservat on and Exhibit ons Centre was cpen (i.e. the autumn of
2014) - Application reference 201 1/0605/P

The reasons for seeking the new permission

The new exhibit on space n the World Conservation and Exhibitions
Centre has been open since May 2014 and the whole bui ding has
been in use since August 2014, The temporary work n the former
Read ng Rcom s about to be stripped out and the nterior w Il be

re nstated, This wll be done over the next few months with the
target for the space to be fully reinstated being Easter 2016 at the
latest and potentially before this. However, over the past seven years
the importance of the desks in the Great Court has grown. |hey
were initally conceived as s mply being there to serve the temporary
exh bitions however their use has broadened so that they are now
an assent al part of the smooth functioning of the overall visiter
oxperience. It is recognised that vrtually al (approximate y 85%)
visitors to the Muscum and all first time visitars entering by the main
South Docr wil start their visit by entering the Creat Court. The
number of visitors who have a clear idea of where they are go ng
and who turn right or eft after entering the South Door is minimal,
Ihe obvious light and space of the Great Court d rectly ahead of the
visitor on entering the Museum is an almost irres stible draw. |his

is less the case for visitors enter ng by the North Door — but they
represent a relatively smal propert on (currently 15%) of all visitors.
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Visitors enter ng the Great Court expect to be ab e to access
information about their possible visits, to be able to purchase tckets
to any special exhib tions that are current, to buy advance tickets
where appropriate and to be able to pick up a Museum plan and
an aud ¢ guide. The number of visitors to the Museum has grown
enormously in the fifteen years since the Great Court was opened
and the demand for tickets, information and the various mutt media
guides cannot be met from the two desks which were designed as
part of the origna Foster scheme.

I he number of lickeled evenls has increased signilicantly wilh several
different axhibit ons running at any onca time. Visftors alse collact a.
multmedia audio gude  there are a variety of gu des on offer: A
standard guide is available to all visitors but there are also special
guides avai ab e for chi dren and, mportantly, guides for v sitors with
disabiites. A guide is available for use by visua ly impaired visitors and
a similar guide s available for visitors who need visual s gning rather
than an aud ¢ guide. All the sudes are a very important part of the
Museum’s offer to the visitor,

At present the Museum can see no viable alternative 1o keep ng
these dasks if the serv ce to visitors s to be maintained. The Great
Court is the locat on where people expect 1o be able to get

this serv ce and the present desks are only just adequate for the
service they are providing. The two origina desks are fully used for
information distribution.
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The future

Consu tat on is underway at present over the long term use of the
former Read ng Room and the imp ications this may have for visitor
Mlow through the Museun and Lhe location of Lickeling and multi-
media guides. In the longer term it may no longer be appropriate
to have these desks in the Great Court. In the immediate future,
however there is Htle prospect of ach av ng anything other than the
re nstatement of the or ginal nterior of the former Reading Room.
Any new use of the space, which m ght cbv ate the need for the
desks in the Great Court, wil not only depend on the outcome of
the current consultation but will a so be dependent on the funding
of any emerging projects. This is why a further five year ternporary
listed building consent is be ng sought.



Appendix A: Listed Building Consent 2007/2934/L dated 8 August 2007

gg Camden

Development Control
Planning Services
London Borough of Camden
Town Hall
Argyle Street
Londen WC1H 8ND
David Meinck Tel 020 7278 4444
The British Museum Fax ?zu 7974 1975
Great Russell Street Textlink 020 7974 5668

LONDON env.devcon@camden.gov.uk
WC1B 3DG : www.camden.gov.uk/planning

Application Ref: 2007/2934/L
Please ask for: Victoria Fowlis
Telephone: 020 7974 2659
08 August 2007
Dear SirMadam
DECISION

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990

Listed Building Consent Granted

Address:

The British Museum
Great Russell Street
LONDCN

WC1B 3DG

Proposal:
Installation of temporary retail desk in the south eastern corner of the Great Court.
Drawing Nos: 230838 006 C; 121 009 A; 125 001 A; covering letter dated 07.06.07

The Council has considered your application and decided to grant Listed Building Consent
subject to the following condition(s):

Conditions And Reasons:

1 The works hereby permitied shall be begun not later than the end of three years
from the date of this consent.

Reason: In order to comply with the provisions of Section 18 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

Y
qu !
S Acting Director

ESTOR IN PEOPLE Page 10f2 Robert Scourfield

10 DLSIGN AR ACCLSS SIAILMLNT FOR T TLpoRrary TICKL ING ARL Aubio GUIs Dsks al 1L Briis 1 Mus_ur




Appendix A: Listed Building Consent 2007/2934/L dated 8 August 2007

2 All new work and work of making good shall be carried out to match the original
work as closely as possible in materials and detailed execution.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Replacement Unitary Development Plan 2006.

3  The works hereby approved are cnly those specifically indicated on the drawing(s)
referred to above.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the Landon Borough of
Camden Replacement Unitary Development Plan 20086.

4 The retail ticket desk hereby approved shall be removed in its entirety and any
affected areas made good upon closure of the First Emperor temporary exhibition
season in October 2008.

Reason: in order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2006.

Your attention is drawn to the notes attached to this notice which tell you about your Rights
of Appeal and ather information.

Yours faithfu”i

Culture and Environment Directorate
(Duly authorised by the Council to sign this document)

It's easy to make, pay for, track and comment on planning applications on
line. Just go to www.camden.gov.uk/planning.

Page 2 0f2 2007/2934/L
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Appendix B: Listed Building Consent 2008/1376/L dated 22 July 2008

Argyle Street
London WC1H 8ND

{; Camden
e Development Control
r_ LER TRITTON Planning Services
! T . London Barough of Camden
Lg RF‘EBPP_NDENCE Tewn Hall

Mr Michael Morrison
Purcell Miller Tritton LLP
The Clove Building

1
&
i Tel 020 7278 4444
Fax 020 7974 1680
Texdlink 020 7974 6866

Maguire Street
LONDON env.deveon@camden.gov.uk
SE1 2NQ wwiaw camden.gav.uk/planning

Application Ref: 2008/1376/L
Please ask for; Victotia Fowlis
Telephone: 020 7974 2659

22 July 2008
Dear Sir/Madam
DECISION

Planning {Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990

Listed Building Consent Granted

Address:

BRITISH MUSEUM
Great Russell Street
LONDON

WC1B 3DG

Proposal:

Extend the temporary listed building consent (references 2006/3731/L, 2006/4440/L,
2007/2746/L and 2007/2934/L) to use the Round Reading Room at the Museum as a site
for temporary exhibitions and retention of current staging, including extension of
permissions for the library in the Middle Room, the temporary structure in the Round
Reading Room and the ticket desks in the Great Court.

Drawing Nos: 301/13; S001; 003; 100/008; SK-001; SK002; 001; 002; 003; 006; 006A B;
007 D; 100; 101; 102; 103; Design Statement August 06; Design Statement September
2006, letter from the British Museum Director of Planning and Projects dated 29 May 2008.

The Councit has considered your application and decided to grant Listed Building Consent
subject to the following condition(s):

Conditions and Reasons;

)
{4

Director of Culture & Environment

IKVESTOR IN PEOPIT: Page 1of 3 Rachel Stopard
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Appendix B: Listed Building Consent 2008/1376/L dated 22 July 2008

1 The works hereby approved are only those specifically indicated on the drawing(s)
referred to above.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Replacement Unitary Development Plan 2006,

2 The installation of the temporary exhibition gallery and all associated items in the
Round Reading Room shall be limited to a period of 4 years form the date of this
consent, on or before the expiry of which period the works undertaken to form the
temporary exhibition gallety shall be removed and the building restored to the
former 2006 appearance, form and elevation,

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in-accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2006.

3 The over-desk lamps shall continue to be stored under cover in a secure place in
accordance with the details approved on 4 April 2007 (ref. 2007/1056/L). These
lams shall be reinstated in a manner, location and to a timetable agreed by the
local planning authority.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2006.

4 Any light-reducing film applied to any part of the glazing of the Round Reading
Room shall be removed within 4 years from the date of this consent, on or before
the expiry of which period the building shall be restored to the former 2006
appearance.
Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2006.

5  The installation of the temporary balustrade and handrail to the perimeter gallery of
the Middle Room shall be limited to a period of 4 years from the date of this
consent, on or before the expiry of which period the temporary balustrade and
handrail shall be removed and the building restored to its former 2006 appearance,
form and elevation.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the tandon Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2005.

6  The Middle Room glazed doors shall continue to be stored under cover and in a
secure location, and later reinstated in their original positions, after the vacation of
the Hamlyn Library from this space. The timstable for their reinstatement shall be
agreed in writing by the Council as local planning authority.

Page 2 of 3 2008/1376/L
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Appendix B: Listed Building Consent 2008/1376/L dated 22 July 2008

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2008.

7 The retail and ticket desks hereby approved shall be removed in their entirety
within 4 years from the date of this consent, on or befora the expiry of which period
the building shall be restored to its former 2006 appearance.

Reasan: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the
building in accordance with the requirements of policy B6 of the London Borough of
Camden Unitary Development Plan 2006.

Informative(s):

1 You are advised that above listed building consent has been issued for a
temporary period of 4-years on the basis that a clear undertaking has been given
by representatives of the British Museum to the Development Control Committes
that no further applications for an extension will be submitted.

Your attention is drawn to the notes attached to this notice which tell you about your Rights
of Appeal and other information. s

Rachel Stopard
Directer of Culture & Environment

Its easy to make, pay for, track and comment on planning applications on line. Just go to
www,camden.gov.uk/planning.

Page 3 of 3 2008/1376/L

14 DLSIGN AR ACCLSS SIAILMLNT FOR T TLpoRrary TICKL ING ARL Aubio GUIs Dsks al 1L Briis 1 Mus_ur



Appendix C: Listed Building Consent 201 1/0605/P dated 04 April 2011

g; Camden

. Develapment Control

| }'Planning Services
1.{London Borough of Camden
{Town Hall

! Argyle Strest

I London WC1H 8ND

Mr Michael Morrison

Purcell Miller Tritton LLP Tel 020 7974 4444

ildi & Fax 020 7974 1680
A OiERTdhg " | Textiink 020 7974 6866
Maguire Street o
LONDON env.devcon@camden.gov.uk
SE1 2NQ www.camden.gav.uk/planning

Application Ref: 2011/0605/P
Please ask for; Victoria Pound
Telephone: 020 7974 2659

4 April 2011
Dear Sir’Madam
DECISION

Town and Country Planning Acts 1990 (as amended)
Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995
Town and Country Planning (Applications) Regulations 1988

Variation or Removal of Condition(s) Granted

Address:

BRITISH MUSEUM
Great Russell Strest
LONDON

WC1B 3DG

Proposal:

Variation of conditions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 (relating to period of display/use restrictions)
pursuant to listed building consent dated 22/07/2008 (ref: 2008/1376/L) for the extension of
the temporary listed building consent (references 2006/3731/L, 2006/4440/L, 2007/2746/L
and 2007/2934/L) to use the Round Reading Room at the Museum as a site for temporary
exhibitions and retention of current staging, including extension of permissions for the
library in the Middle Room, the temporary structure in the Round Reading Room and the
ticket desks in the Great Court, to extend the use of the Round Reading Room as a
Temporary Exhibition Space until 31 October 2014.

Drawing Nos: Site location plan, Design and Access Statement dated 07 February 2011

The Council has considered your application and decided to grant permission,

Informative(s):
.
{3}
S Director of Culture & Environment
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE Page 1 of 2 Rachel Stopard
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Appendix C: Listed Building Consent 201 1/0605/P dated 04 April 2011

1 All conditions attached to listed building consent reference 2008/1376/L granted on
22 July 2008 remain applicable.

Your attantion is drawn to the notes attached to this notice which tell you about your Rights
of Appeal and other information.

Rachel Stopard
Director of Culture & Environment

It's easy to make, pay for, track and comment on planning applications on line. Just go to
www.camden.gov.uk/planning.

Page 2 of 2 2011/0605/P
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