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	Proposal(s)

	Removal of section of listed wall forming boundary to disused sandpit, to make way for new access path.


	Recommendation(s):
	Grant listed building consent

	Application Type:
	Listed Building Consent


	Conditions or Reasons for Refusal:
	Refer to Decision Notice

	Informatives:
	

	Consultations

	Adjoining Occupiers: 
	No. notified


	00


	No. of responses

No. electronic
	00

00
	No. of objections


	00



	Summary of consultation responses:


	EH letter of authorisation dated 12 March 2015

	CAAC/Local groups* comments:

*Please Specify
	N/A


	Site Description 

	This application relates to a public park within the curtilage of the Grade II* Listed Alexandra and Ainsworth Housing Estate. The estate was built in the late 1970s; it is boardered to the north by the East Coast Mainline Railway, to the east by Loudon Road, to the south by Boundary Road and to the west by Abbey Road. The park is 1.7 hectares in size and linear in its layout. It is structured by a series of diagonal paths which cut across the open space. The existing park includes five different play areas designed for children of different ages. A community centre screens some views of the park from Abbey Road; the outdoor sports pitch used by the community centre is part of the park. 

There are walking routes either side of the park providing access through the estate. Many residential properties are staggered in height away from the park; they enjoy different views of the park and its greenery. There are approx 1600 residents on the Alexandra and Ainsworth Estate. A further 17,600 people live within a 0.5 kilometre radius from the estate. However, the park is mostly used by residents of the estate. 

The overall structure of the park as laid out in the 1970s survives, but its character and diversity of experience has been eroded by removal of built features, fencing, play equipment, planting and inadequate maintenance. As a result the park is under used, reinforcing the sense of decline. Much paving around the park is uneven, broken and hazardous; seats have collapsed and not been repaired and most play structures and equipment have been removed, leaving spaces with no function other than attracting undesirable activities. 

The park is designated as a open space in the Councils LDF and is within the Alexandra Road Conservation Area. The park itself is not listed on the English Heritage register of Parks and Gardens. The park forms the setting of the Grade II* listed estate. The listed boundary includes the residential buildings and the listing includes ‘walls, ramps and steps’. 



	Relevant History

	31/01/2013: planning permission ref 2012/5883/P granted for refurbishment of park including installation of play facilities, associated access alterations and landscaping.

	Relevant policies

	LDF Core Strategy and Development Policies

CS14 – Promoting high quality places and conserving our heritage

DP24 – Securing high quality design

DP25 – Conserving Camden’s heritage

	Assessment

	This listed building consent application has been submitted pursuant to the discovery during excavation works of the walls of a former sandpit which was part of the original park design.  However, this sandpit had become redundant and has not been in use for many years.  It subsequently had been covered over with soil and soft landscaping.  The sandpit is not considered to be a significant element of the park and therefore is it not necessary to retain it, despite its walls forming part of the grade II* listing due to their connection with the main concrete megastructure of the housing estate.

Excavation works had been taking place as the recent planning permission ref 2012/5883/P included the laying of a new path across the site of the sandpit, which is a significant part of the regeneration and relandscaping of the park.  The already consented proposals provide new play facilities including a sandpit which meets modern day health and safety and children’s play standards.

It is therefore considered appropriate to remove the sandpit to make way for the new path.  The works are not seen to cause harm to the grade II* listed building and associated structure, and do not impact on the character and appearance of the Alexandra Road Conservation Area.  Relevant LDF policies CS14, DP24 and DP25.

DISCLAIMER 
This is a Draft report. 

The Council has resolved to grant listed building consent subject to referral to the Secretary of State for final decision. 




