Response to LB Camden Feedback_Ecology

 
General ecology comments
In general the nature conservation officer Caroline Birchall (0207 974 8816) confirms that all areas have been covered by the surveys and appropriate methodologies followed.  However, officers do not agree with Section 7 of the main report which states that no ecological mitigation is required.  Officers recommend the submission of a statement which sets out how you will mitigate the impacts on ecology outlined in the sections below.  In addition, officers seek a statement of the amounts of habitat(s) lost and gained through the proposal and their locations (in both a written and graphical format).

Response

Tables 7.3 and 7.4 of the Environmental Statement (ES) summarises the ecological impact assessment during construction and operation. The tables identify the resource/receptor, impacts, mitigation measures (includes mitigation built into the design and appropriate additional measures) that have been agreed and incorporated into the design, CMP and the programme and significance of effect of residual impacts. The residual impact assessment reflects the completed scheme. The significance of effect categories are explained in Table 7.2. 
Action: We will prepare a technical note that separates the amounts of habitat(s) lost and gained for both aquatic ecology and terrestrial ecology based on the planning application and illustrate this on a plan.
Bats
The report identifies the potential for the Kenwood Ladies Pond changing room to support bat roosts and recommends surveying.  This will needed to be completed in May – August (if is hasn’t been completed already, as your report at Appendix 7.17 itself recommends), and since Natural England states that protected species surveys should not be conditioned, the results of this survey would be needed to be submitted before any planning permission is permitted. If a survey hasn’t already taken place (which the report you submitted itself recommended), this will potentially place a considerable time constraint on the determination of the application, or more specifically this element of it. If a further survey hasn’t been undertaken, one solution would be to omit this specific element from the proposals and submit it separately at a future date once additional survey(s) concerning Bats have taken place. I would welcome your thoughts on this and how to advance this element given the comments above. 
In addition the ecological surveys reported nine species of bat using all of the ponds for forage. It is advised that the mitigation report should set out how impact on foraging habitat of bats will be mitigated e.g. phasing works.  

Response

The Ecology chapter of the ES included details of the further surveys to be undertaken this summer (i.e. bat surveys and invertebrate sampling) (paragraph 7.87) and how these will be reported. We can confirm that dusk emergence and dawn re-entry surveys have been conducted on the Kenwood Ladies’ Bathing Pond Changing Rooms during 2014, comprising (i) one dusk survey, (ii) one dawn survey, and (iii) one dusk/dawn survey. The surveys took place during the period May to September in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust guidelines (BCT, 2012). One survey was carried out during the optimum period i.e. August, and the remaining two surveys were undertaken in September. We aim to submit the bat survey report to LB Camden by the end of September. To supplement the findings of the surveys the roof voids will be inspected again this autumn (by a licensed bat ecologist) to search for any more bat droppings.

 

The ES addresses how the impact on foraging habitat of bats will be mitigated.  We took foraging into account in the impact assessment (i.e. Loss of available foraging habitat would arise as a result of vegetation clearance within working areas, and the temporary installation of coffer dams and de-watering. The ponds/locations which would be most affected by these activities are the Catchpit and Model Boating Pond. This would be a temporary impact as replacement and new planting would take place. There is alternative foraging habitat available, within close proximity, for the Daubenton’s bats and other species currently using these areas and Temporary disturbance to commuting and foraging activity as a result of the use of artificial lighting during the construction activities. No night time working is planned, but situations requiring night time working could arise, in which case artificial lighting would be needed. Artificial lighting would be required during the winter months, notably early morning and late afternoon, but this coincides with the bat hibernation season so no impacts on bat activity are anticipated. Security lighting would not be used at the work sites and there would be no change to the lighting at Kenwood Nursery Depot) and the Mitigation column of the ‘Bat Assemblage’ row in Table 7.3 (p.56) states that:
On average, construction works would take place at three ponds (spread over the two chains) at any one time to ensure that adequate foraging habitat is available for bats, particularly those species which favour waterbodies, such as Daubenton’s bat, Nathusius’ pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle.

Artificial lighting would be located away from vegetation and would meet Bat Conservation Trust guidelines (footnote 27) of Chapter 7 (i.e. to minimise impacts on foraging and commuting bats)
Footnote 27: Bat Conservation Trust (2014) Artificial Lighting and Wildlife Interim Guidance: Recommendations to help minimise the impact of artificial lighting

Breeding birds 
It is advised that if the scheme were to be recommended for approval, a condition regarding vegetation removal outside of the bird breeding season would be applied. 
It is advised that the mitigation of impacts could include recommendations in the report e.g. introduction of managed islands for wildfowl.

Response

This will not be a problem.  We state in the ES (p.57) that: Vegetation clearance works would take place in January and February 2015 and 2016 to avoid the bird breeding season.

Please see Tables 7.3 and 7.4 of ES for mitigation of impacts.  
 

Fungi 
The report shows evidence of rare assemblages of fungi around some of the ponds and recommends onsite mitigation of impacts. It is required for you to set out proposed mitigation.  
Also how will you manage potential impact of dog fouling with greater use of areas surrounding ponds?

Response

The ES (Table 7.3, p.57) sets out mitigation:

Potential impacts:
Localised temporary loss of rare fungi as a result of vegetation clearance within working areas. Construction activities avoid most known fungi hot spots except at the Vale of Health Pond due to the spillway having to be sited along the eastern margin of the pond, although the working area and tree loss have been minimised (many of the fungi recorded here are associated with trees i.e. mycorrhizal). Translocation is not considered a viable option by fungi specialist Andy Overall.

Mitigation (includes mitigation built into design and appropriate additional measures):

Any deadwood would be removed from working areas and placed in unaffected areas nearby (many of the species recorded during the fungi survey are associated with deadwood i.e. saprophytic). The replacement and new planting would include tree species with which recorded mycorrhizal fungi are known to associate.

In the ES (p.49 and 50), we state that the known fungi hot spots include Vale of Health, and wooded areas behind Hampstead No.2 and Mixed Bathing. The fenced areas off-limits to the public also support some rare species of fungi. 
It is not anticipated that there would be greater use of the areas surrounding the ponds.

 

Trees and woodland
The nature conservation officer has concerns about the loss of veteran trees – how will this be mitigated?  How is CoL managing veteran tree stock to compensate for this loss?  
Response

The Arboricultural Impact Assessment (para 3.2) states that: 
The Heath is known to support a number of special trees which are those that can be classified as ancient, veteran, notable, and champion or heritage trees. As part of this survey a number of veteran trees were included within the survey, including specimens that can be classified as ancient veteran trees. Where these are in close proximity to the proposals the designers have sought to amend the designs to ensure their retention. 

The veteran trees recorded include tree references 0060, 0061, 1154, 0263, 0170, 0158, 0159, 0160, 0140, 0245, 0282, 0214 & 0210. Veteran trees are those with habitat features such as wounds or decay. The trees listed above are also old for their species and can predominantly be classed within the ancient tree category, i.e. a tree that has passed beyond maturity and is old, or aged, in comparison with other trees of the same species. 

The ES states that (para 7.127) all working methods would be detailed in the Construction Management Plan, and (p.57) that any deadwood would be removed from working areas and placed in unaffected areas nearby.

Biosecurity
Whilst you have assessed the ponds for existing invasives, Caroline Birchall hasn’t been able to find in the documents supplied any reference to a biosecurity policy/approach to prevent importation to invasives through marginal planting etc. It is requested that officers would want to know how you will prevents this.
As well as the construction management plan (see draft Project Management Plan submitted with planning application) detailing specific bio security measures associated with, for example, moving silt around the ponds, there will be monitoring of the planting stock supplied by our nursery grower for deleterious materials and invasive species prior to installation.

Conditions and informative
Should a positive officer recommendation be able to be reached, standard conditions for protected species, vegetation clearance outside breeding season would be applied.  A standard informative relating to sharing of survey data with GiGL would also be applied, and an additional informative regarding biosecurity and invasive non-native species.  
Response

That’s Fine.
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