Proposed Base Station Installation
CTIL 148396 – Academic House, 24-28 Oval Road, London NW1 7DJ
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & HERITAGE STATEMENT
This further statement is submitted as an addition to the Design and Access Statement submitted as part of the Planning and Listed Building applications in relation to the above proposal.

In accordance with the Code of Best Practice on Mobile Phone Network Development, and published Government guidance, this proposal was drawn up having regard to the need for good design.

Background and Requirement

Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited (CTIL) is aiming to deliver a number of network critical new macro site installation solutions across London, on behalf of joint owners, Vodafone and 02.

The site has been identified as being of interest to accommodate telecommunications equipment, and which will provide not only improved coverage and capacity for existing networks, but critically, to provide for fourth generation services to the area. 

The Search Area is centred on Campden Hill and encompasses the area between Holland Park to the West, Hornton Street to the East, Bedford Gardens to the North and, Upper Phillimore Gardens to the South. The area is primarily residential in nature and the majority of the potential options are blocks of flats. The search area extends to approximately 0.5 sq km.

The advent of ‘smart phones’ and other similar devices has seen a substantial increase in traffic, and in locations where local coverage is poor or stretched, the existing base station network may not provide sufficient penetration and capacity.
In addition, in areas where the use of phones is particularly high, such as major towns or cities, many sites will reach the maximum number of calls they can process. When a customer attempts to make a call in an area where the network has reached its full capacity, the ‘network busy’ message is displayed on their mobile phone.  In order to continue to meet customer demand and improve the quality of services in these areas, there is a need to increase the capacity of the network to allow more calls to be made.
Application Building (Heritage Asset)
Academic House is listed, Grade II. It is believed to have been originally constructed around 1937, and has undergone a variety of changes since this time. It is now office premises. The roof of Academic House (and other associated parts of the listed group) accommodates a range of plant and machinery, together with screening and finishes to ensure limited impact (see photos). 
The scheme planned by Vodafone is intended to respect all elements of the building and have a very limited impact, such that it will have no discernible effect. 

Impact on the Building (Heritage Asset)
We are conscious of the need to respect the historic environment of the building, given that it is Grade II listed, while at the same time, ensuring that the required coverage is provided. 

The installation as a whole will be coloured to match the finishes and cladding already present on the roof and will thus be sensitive in relation to the character and appearance of the property in its present state. 

The antenna will be located on the existing plant room and will be shrouded in Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) coloured to match the finish of the property, thus visually appearing to be a modest upward extension of the plant room. Further to this the equipment cabinets will be placed on the western side of the property, and next to existing plant areas; they will also be concealed by a screen, finished to match the existing plant and walls.

The visual appearance of the proposed scheme should have little impact on the main listed elements of the building or on public’s view of Academic House. This is due to the property’s situation in a densely built up area with a roof level of over 20 metres in height while the GRP shrouding upper extension will mask the proposed antenna. In addition, the cabinets will be installed parallel to the central plant room, which is set back from the building edge. This combination therefore should limit possible views of the property’s rooftop from public areas. Furthermore, the existing plant located on the roof is not visible from the highway and pedestrian routes below, and it is therefore anticipated that the proposed installation will have a very limited impact on overall views of the building.
Resultant Design of Scheme

We have taken care to ensure that the subject proposal has the most minimal impact on Academic House. In particular:

•
We have positioned the antenna as discreetly as possible, respecting the listed status of the building and replicating the existing plant on the roof
•
Locating the antennas by creating a GRP extension of the existing plant room which will match the existing finish
•
The associated equipment cabinets will be similarly screened behind and within a screen which will be both finished and coloured to match existing materials and plant

•
Finishes and materials will match their immediate environment

