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DP19. Managing the impact of parking
19.1 Policy DP18 above sets out our approach to parking standards. Developments that add to the

supply of car parking, or relocate car parking, can have an impact on parking conditions in the
borough. They can also affect the environment, for example through loss of landscape features and
increased surface run-off through additional hard surfacing.

19.2 Policy DP19 builds on the approach set out in Policy DP18 above by addressing the potential
impacts of parking associated with development in terms of on-street parking conditions and wider
environmental considerations. It should be read in conjunction with Core Strategy Policy CS11 and
policies DP16 – DP18 and DP20 – DP21 in this document.

The Council will seek to ensure that the
creation of additional car parking spaces will
not have negative impacts on parking,
highways or the environment, and will
encourage the removal of surplus car parking
spaces. We will resist development that
would:

a) harm highway safety or hinder pedestrian
movement;

b) provide inadequate sightlines for vehicles
leaving the site;

c) add to on-street parking demand where
on-street parking spaces cannot meet
existing demand, or otherwise harm
existing on-street parking conditions;

d) require detrimental amendment to
existing or proposed Controlled Parking
Zones;

e) create a shortfall of parking provision in
terms of the Council’s Parking Standards
for bicycles, people with disabilities,
service vehicles, coaches and taxis;

f) create a shortfall of public car parking,
operational business parking or residents’
parking;

g) create, or add to, an area of car parking
that has a harmful visual impact.

The Council will require off-street parking to:

h) preserve a building’s setting and the
character of the surrounding area;

i) preserve any means of enclosure, trees or
other features of a forecourt or garden
that make a significant contribution to the
visual appearance of the area; and

j) provide adequate soft landscaping,
permeable surfaces, boundary treatment
and other treatments to offset adverse
visual impacts and increases in surface
run-off.

The Council will only permit public off-street
parking where it is supported by a transport
assessment and is shown to meet a need
that cannot be met by public transport. The
Council will expect new public off-street
parking to be subject to a legal agreement to
control the layout of the parking spaces, the
nature of the users and the pricing structure.
We will also seek a legal agreement to secure
removal of parking spaces in response to any
improvement to public transport capacity in
the area.

Where parking is created or reallocated,
Camden will encourage the allocation of
spaces for low emission vehicles, car clubs,
pool cars, cycle hire and parking, and electric
vehicle charging equipment.
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On-street car parking
19.3 On-street car parking spaces are a limited resource, and demand exceeds supply in much of the

borough. They cater for residents who do not have off-street spaces at home as well as for people
visiting businesses and services. The Council manages on-street parking on the basis of
designated Controlled Parking Zones, in which regulations control how parking may be used on
different sections of the street and at different times. There is a particularly high demand for on-
street parking by residents in areas with a low availability of drives or garages.

19.4 Development that will reduce the amount of on-street parking or add to on-street parking demand
will be resisted where it would cause unacceptable parking pressure, particularly in areas of
identified parking stress. Policy DP18 states that, where the need for parking is accepted,
developments in areas of high on-street parking stress should be ‘car capped’. Our Camden
Planning Guidance supplementary document gives details of areas where there is parking stress
in the borough.

19.5 The following paragraphs set out the Council’s approach to development where the creation of
off-street private parking would reduce the number of on-street parking spaces.

Creating private off-street car parking
19.6 On-street spaces can be used by many different people with different trip purposes throughout

the day. On the other hand, private spaces will generally only be used for one purpose, often by a
specific vehicle, and will remain unused at other times. For example, a resident’s private parking
space will often be unused for most of the daytime if the car is used for the journey to work.

19.7 Creating private off-street parking frequently involves the loss of on-street spaces, for example
where kerbside parking is removed to enable vehicles to cross over the pavement to a garden or
forecourt. This can cause or worsen problems where there is already significant on-street parking
demand. Providing off-street parking necessarily involves creating a link to the highway network or
intensifying the use of an existing link, which can have implications for highway safety, ease of
pedestrian movement and the adequacy of sightlines.

19.8 Off-street parking can cause environmental damage in a number of ways. Trees, hedgerows,
boundary walls and fences are often the traditional form of enclosure in Camden’s streets,
especially in its conservation areas. This form can be broken by the removal of garden features
and the imposition of extensive areas of paving and parked cars to the front of buildings,
damaging the setting of individual buildings and the character of the wider area. Large areas of
paving can also increase the volume and speed of water run-off (especially when formerly porous
surfaces such as front garden planting areas are paved), which adds to the pressure on the
drainage system and increases the risk of flooding from surface water. Policy DP23 sets out in
further detail how the Council will address surface water issues associated with development.

19.9 Development of off-street parking will be resisted where it would cause unacceptable parking
pressure, particularly in identified areas of parking stress. Off-street parking may also be resisted
to protect the environment, highway safety and pedestrian movement. Our Camden Planning
Guidance supplementary document gives details of areas of parking stress, the necessary
dimensions for off-street parking spaces, visibility requirements at access points, and
environmental concerns that arise from garden and forecourt parking.
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Public off-street car parking
19.10 Camden does not support the creation of additional public off-street car-parking in the borough.

Camden contains a large amount of private off-street car parking and a significant amount of public
off-street car parking that was developed before car parking restraint was introduced and is beyond
the Council’s control. Established public off-street car parks in Camden are generally commercially
operated and offer contract spaces to commuters. The Council is therefore unable to control their
charges to effectively deter unnecessary car use.

19.11 Any proposal for additional public car-parking would need to be supported by a Transport
Assessment, and by a submission detailing hours of operation, proposed means of entry control,
access arrangements and layout of spaces. The submissions would need to show that the proposal
would not be harmful in terms highway safety and on-street parking conditions, in accordance with
criteria set out in Policy DP19. It would also need to show that the proposal would meet a need
generated by a particular land-use or user group, for example hospitals, which could not be met by
public transport. The Council would strongly resist creation of speculative public-car parking
targeted at general demand.

19.12 The Council will seek a legal agreement to ensure that an appropriate pricing structure applies to
any additional public car-parking. The pricing structure should:

• preclude free parking, as this would encourage unnecessary car journeys;

• favour short stay parking (up to two hours), which is appropriate for collecting bulky goods or
picking-up travellers with heavy luggage;

• levy a punitive charge on long stay parking (over four hours) to deter commuting by car.

19.13 Where the Council accepts the case for a proposal for additional public car parking because it
meets a travel need that cannot be met by public transport, we will seek a legal agreement to
provide for the removal of that car parking if, in the future, improvements to public transport are
made that would undermine the original case for the proposal. The agreement should arrange for
removed spaces to be designated for people with disabilities or for more sustainable types of travel.
Examples are car-clubs, electric vehicle charging points, and cycle hire and cycle parking (see
paragraph 19.17 below and DP18 – Parking standards and limiting the availability of car parking).

Removing off-street car parking
19.14 In order to promote more sustainable modes of travel, the Council generally welcomes proposals to

reduce the amount of off-street parking in the borough, provided that the removal of spaces would
not:

• lead to a shortfall against minimum parking standards relating to bicycles, people with disabilities,
service vehicles, coaches and taxis (see Appendix 2);

• cause difficulties for existing users, particularly if the spaces are used by shoppers, by nearby
residents, or for the operational needs of a business; or

• displace parking to controlled parking zones, particularly in identified areas of parking stress.
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19.15 The Council particularly welcomes proposals which include conversion of general car parking
spaces to provide:

• designated spaces for people with disabilities, cycle parking, and any needs for off-street
servicing, coach and taxis in accordance with the Parking Standards in Appendix 2; or

• designated spaces for more sustainable forms of transport, such as car-clubs, cycle hire schemes
and low emission vehicles.

19.16 Where car parking spaces are currently well-used or are associated with a significant generator of
travel demand, the Council will expect submission of a transport assessment to show that the
removal of spaces can be accommodated without harmful impact (see paragraphs 16.9 to 16.15
above). A travel plan may also be sought to help existing users switch to sustainable ways of
travelling.

Low emission vehicles, pool cars, car-clubs, and cycle hire
schemes

19.17 The Core Strategy promotes the use of walking, cycling, low emission vehicles, car clubs and pool
cars as alternatives to the use of private cars. In dealing with proposals involving provision of
additional parking or finding new uses for parking spaces, the Council will promote facilities for
sustainable transport, including provision for cycle parking and cycle hire, low emission vehicles,
pool cars and car clubs, as an alternative to creating general car parking spaces.

Key evidence and references

• Draft Camden Green Transport Strategy 2008 – 2012

• Camden Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 2005/06 – 2010/11

• The London Plan (consolidated with Alterations since 2004); Mayor of London; 2008

• Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 13: Transport; ODPM; 2001


