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Transport of goods and materials is essential to the economy, but if not managed sustainably it can
be harmful to the environment, and cause congestion. As a dense, urban inner London borough the
movement of goods in Camden can have particularly strong impacts in terms of traffic movement,
noise and air pollution and, in some circumstances, impact on the quality of life of residents. Core
Strategy Policy CS11 — Sustainable and efficient travel states that the Council will seek to minimise
the movement of goods and materials by road, encourage the use of more sustainable modes of
freight movement, and to minimise the impact of the movement of goods and materials on local
amenity, traffic and the environment.

Policy DP20 builds on this by setting out the Council’s requirements for new developments in
relation to the movement of goods and materials both during construction and when in operation. It
should be read in conjunction with policy DP16 — Development and transport implications and Core
Strategy policy CS11.

DP20 - Movement of goods and materials

In order to minimise the movement of goods

and materials by road the Council will: The Council will expect development that
a) expect development that would generate would generate significant movement of
significant movement of goods or goods or materials by road, both during
materials both during construction and in construction and in operation, to:
operation to minimise the movement of d) be located close to the Transport for
goods and materials by road, and London Road Network or other Major
consider the use of more sustainable Roads;
alternatives such as rail and canal links; e) avoid any additional need for movement
b) promote the development and use of of vehicles over 7.5 tonnes in
freight consolidation facilities and other predominantly residential areas;

initiatives with potential to reduce the f)
impact of goods vehicles, and encourage

the use of cycle courier services for local
deliveries; and g) seek opportunities to minimise disruption
for local communities through effective
management, including through the
optimisation of collection and delivery
timings and the use of low emission
vehicles for deliveries.

accommodate goods vehicles on site;
and

seek to promote and protect facilities for
the movement of goods by rail and water,
including facilities for transfer between
road, rail and canal.
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Minimising the movement of goods and materials by road

Movement of goods by rail and water

The Council recognises the problems that are caused by long distance movement of goods by
road, and the potential advantages of using rail and water as an alternative. The North London
Line, the Gospel Oak to Barking Line and the West Coast Mainline are already used for significant
volumes of rail freight. The Regent’s Canal provides the potential for more sustainable, lower
impact water borne movement of freight. It is the only navigable waterway in Camden, and is not
currently used for any significant volume of freight movement.

Per tonne carried, rail freight produces nearly 90% fewer emissions than HGVs (London Rail
Freight Strategy 2007). No equivalent figures are available for canal freight, but canal movement
has minimal social and environmental costs compared with the noise/vibration, air pollution and
visual intrusion that can be created by heavy goods vehicles.

Regent’s Canal is thought to be an economically viable route for some freight movements, notably
the removal of demolition waste from canal-side sites. The Council will expect new developments
along or close to the Canal to consider its use for the movement of goods and materials, and to
contribute to the improvement of the Canal towpath, where appropriate. Developers should also
make the most of opportunities to use rail links to move goods and materials.

We will protect the existing aggregate handling facility at King’s Cross, which is a modern facility
re-engineered in association with works for the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. We will also protect other
track-side and canal-side sites that are brought forward for transfer use or processing rail and
canal freight if their benefits outweigh any harm.

Efficient freight movement

The Camden Core Strategy promotes the use of freight consolidation as a key measure in
reducing the number of trips made by goods vehicles, and indicates that there may be potential
for a freight consolidation facility serving Camden’s Central London Area (Core Strategy paragraph
11.23). The Council will expect developments to take advantage of existing freight consolidation
facilities for service deliveries, where they exist. The Council will support proposals for freight
consolidation facilities, subject to the other policy measures set out in our Local Development
Framework.

As part of its approach to minimising road freight, the Council will discourage frequent deliveries
of biomass fuel associated the sustainability and renewable energy requirements set out in policy
DP22 and Core Strategy policy CS13 and in relation to climate change and sustainable design
and construction. Paragraph 32.6 below addresses the air quality impacts associated with the
burning of biomass fuel.
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Cycle freight

The Council will promote the use of cycle-freight as an extension to cycle courier services by
encouraging developers to make provision for cycle freight as part of Delivery and Servicing
Management Plans. This provides the potential to manage deliveries in a way that is zero carbon,
has little or no noise or air pollution implications, and has a minimal impact on congestion.

Minimising the impact of the movement of goods and materials
by road

Goods vehicles, particularly heavy goods vehicles, can have negative impacts on local amenity and
traffic movement in certain areas. Examples are areas suffering from poor air quality, areas where
many delivery points are located close together (such as town centres), residential areas and narrow
roads. Goods vehicles manoeuvring, loading and unloading add to pollution, and may cause
obstructions and congestion, inconvenience and danger to pedestrians and other road users, and
damage to pavements. The Council actively encourages a number of measures with potential to
mitigate these impacts.

Moving goods and materials on appropriate roads

Policy DP21 — Development connecting to the highway network seeks to guide all forms of transport
to the appropriate parts of Camden’s road hierarchy. The roads considered to be most suitable for
use by lorries and other heavy goods vehicles are those in the Transport for London Road Network
and others designated as Major Roads. It will not usually be possible for development to directly
access or be loaded from the Transport for London Road Network, but new development that will
be served by heavy goods vehicles should be located to minimise the use of district and local roads
for the movement of goods, particularly roads which provide primarily for access to residential
properties.

The majority of service trips in central and inner London are made by freight vehicles of less than
7.5 tonnes gross vehicle weight, and this is the maximum size of vehicle that should be
accommodated in residential areas on a daily basis. A number of weight limits have been
introduced across largely residential parts of the borough, the largest of which covers an area
between Camden Road and Kentish Town Road, and between Fortess Road and Highgate Road,
extending up to Highgate. In this area, goods vehicles exceeding 7.5 tonnes are not permitted
except for access.
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Accommodating goods vehicles on site

The impact of goods vehicles can be reduced where a loading and unloading bay is included
within a development, particularly where the bay can be enclosed. Developments that will need to
be serviced by vehicles other than bicycles or cars should incorporate space within the site for
goods vehicles wherever it is feasible to do so. The space required for service vehicles is set out in
the Council’s Parking Standards at Appendix 2.

Construction management plans

Where appropriate, the Council will ensure that applicants provide Construction Management
Plans to demonstrate how a development will minimise impacts from the movement of goods and
materials during the construction process. Construction Management Plans should deal with the
hours of site activity; pick-up and delivery times for materials and equipment; limits on
construction vehicle size; trip numbers and routes; the safety of road users during construction;
and any temporary use of the highway for siting of construction plant. They should also deal with
any temporary disruption or severance of highway links needed during the development process,
as well as any other relevant measures needed to manage the construction phase.

Our Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document sets out further details regarding the
Council’s requirements for Construction Management Plans. See also policy DP26 for information
regarding the Council’s approach to managing the impact of the construction process on local
amenity.

Effective management of servicing and deliveries

The Council will seek Delivery and Servicing Management Plans for developments that are likely to
generate a significant need for the movement of goods and materials when occupied, in order to
ensure that potential impacts are minimised.

The way that trips are managed will influence their impact on local communities, traffic movement
and the environment. Delivery timings can also have a significant influence on the impact of goods
movement, both on the highway network (including site specific and cumulative impacts), and on
residential amenity from deliveries made out of working hours. The Council will therefore ensure
that delivery timings are managed to optimal effect through the use of Delivery and Servicing
Management Plans. We will also control the impact of goods vehicles through waiting and loading
restrictions.

The Council will promote the use of quiet and low-pollution vehicles such as electric vehicles by
encouraging developers to make provision for the use of such vehicles as part of Delivery and
Servicing Management Plans. Low emission vehicles can significantly reduce noise and air
pollution, and therefore offer the opportunities for necessary freight trips to be undertaken using
vehicles that have a much lower impacts than standard freight vehicles.

Our Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document sets out further details regarding the
Council’s requirements for Delivery and Servicing Management Plans.

Camden Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 2005/06 — 2010/11

Camden Green Transport Strategy 2008 — 2012

The London Plan (consolidated with Alterations since 2004); Mayor of London; 2008
Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 13: Transport; ODPM; 2001

West London Canal Network Study — Phase 1 & 2: Developing Water Borne Freight on
the West London Canal Network; Transport for London/ British Waterways London;
September 2005
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