	 SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION


1. Site Details

	Site Name:
	Academic House
	Site Address:
	Academic House, 24-28 Oval Road, London NW1 7DJ

	National Grid Reference:
	528550
183981
	
	

	Site Ref Number:
	CTIL 148390/TEF 41812/VF 36725
	Site Type:

	Macrocell


2. Pre Application Check List

Site Selection (for New Sites only)

(Would not generally apply to upgrades/alterations to existing sites)  
	Was a local planning authority mast register available to check for suitable sites by the operator or the local planning authority?
	Yes
	

	If no explain why:



	Were  industry site databases checked for suitable sites by the operator:
	Yes
	

	If no explain why:




Annual Area Wide Information to local planning authority

	Date of information submission to local planning authority
	October 2013

	Name of Contact:
	Director of Planning

	Summary of any  issues raised:


	May not reflect upgrades and recent site releases


Pre-application consultation with local planning authority

	Date of written offer of pre-application consultation:
	30th September 2014

	Was there pre-application contact: 
	
	No

	Date of pre-application contact:
	-

	Name of contact:
	-

	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised:

While a full pre-application consultation pack was sent to Camden Council Planning, agreement could not be reached on the appropriate level of fee to be paid. In the circumstances, the pre-application submission was withdrawn.




Ten Commitments Consultation

	Rating of Site under Traffic Light Model:
	
	
	Green

	Outline Consultation carried out:

LPA as above, together with e-mail to relevant Ward Councillors and local MP on the same date

	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised:

No feedback received



School/College

	Location of site in relation to school/college 
Cavendish School, 31 Inverness Street, London NW1 7HB and Primrose Hill Primary School, Princess Road, Regents Park, London NW1 8JL

	Outline of consultation carried out with school/college 
e-mail to both schools on 30th September


	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised:

No feedback received



Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for Defence/Aerodrome 
Operator consultation (only required for an application for prior 
approval)

	Will the structure be within 3km of an aerodrome or airfield?
	
	N/A

	Has the Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for Defence/Aerodrome Operator been notified?
	
	N/A

	Details of response:




Developer’s Notice

SEE PLANNING APPLICATION
	Copy of Developer’s Notice enclosed?
	N/A
	

	Date served:
	


3. Proposed Development

	The proposed site:

	This property has been chosen because it is of sufficient height to provide the required coverage to the area from a single macro site. This property is also within the centre of the search area and will therefore maximise the coverage and capacity output of a single macro-site. The building is predominantly commercial in nature.
The Landlord of the site is also willing to accommodate the requirements in terms of equipment deployment
Academic House is not a listed building although it lies within Regents Canal Conservation Area. It is not a building of any particular note, and benefits from existing plant rooms and ancillary equipment on the roof of the property. It is an entirely commercial building.




	Enclose map showing the cell centre and adjoining cells:

	See enclosed coverage plots



	Type of Structure (e.g. tower, mast, etc):

	Description:

Exsiting office building


	Overall Height: Antennas at 27.8m

	Height of existing building: 25.3m
	Metres

	Equipment Housing: 6 cabinets in total

	Length:
	3 x 600mm, 2 x 700mm, 1 x 770mm

	Width:
	3 x 600mm, 2 x 1.3m, 1 x 790mm

	Height:
	3 x 1.85m, 2 x 1.45m, 1 x 2.00m

	Materials (as applicable):

	Tower/mast etc – type of material and external colour:
	Antenna  will be placed within and behind a GRP shroud, which will be painted to match the finish of the plant room on which they are being placed (white). This will appear as a modest extension to the plant room.

	Equipment housing – type of material and external colour:
	The cabinets will similarly be placed behind a GRP screen which will be finished to match the plant rooms and walls on the roof (white)


	Reasons for choice of design:

	Academic House is not a listed building although it lies within Regents Canal Conservation Area. It is not a building of any particular note, and benefits from existing plant rooms and ancillary equipment on the roof of the property.
The proposed scheme has been designed to minimise the visual impact of the installation and satisfies Policy DP25 by not harming the existing character and appearance of the building and its context. 
The installation as a whole will be coloured to match the finishes and cladding already present on the roof and will thus be sensitive in relation to the character and appearance of the property in its present state. 
The antenna will be located on the existing plant room and will be shrouded in Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) coloured to match the finish of the property, thus visually appearing to be a modest upward extension of the plant room. Further to this the equipment cabinets will be placed on the western side of the property, and next to existing plant areas; they will also be concealed by a screen, finished to match the existing plant and walls.
The visual appearance of the proposed scheme should have little impact on the public’s view of Academic House. This is due to the property’s situation in a densely built up area with a roof level of over 20 metres in height while the GRP shrouding upper extension will mask the proposed antenna. In addition, the cabinets will be installed parallel to the central plant room, which is set back from the building edge. This combination therefore should limit possible views of the property’s rooftop from public areas. Furthermore, the existing plant located on the roof is not visible from the highway and pedestrian routes below, and it is therefore anticipated that the proposed installation will have a very limited impact on overall views of the building.



4. Technical Information

	International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection Declaration attached (see below)*

International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection public compliance is determined by mathematical calculation and implemented by careful location of antennas, access restrictions and/or barriers and signage as necessary. Members of the public cannot unknowingly enter areas close to the antennas where exposure may exceed the relevant guidelines.

When determining compliance the emissions from all mobile phone network operators on or near to the site are taken into account.
In order to minimise interference within its own network and with other radio networks, Vodafone and Telefonica operate their networks in such a way the radio frequency power outputs are kept to the lowest levels commensurate with effective service provision

As part of Telefonica’s and Vodafone’s network, the radio base station that is the subject of this application will be configured to operate in this way.

All operators of radio transmitters are under a legal obligation to operate those transmitters in accordance with the conditions of their licence. Operation of the transmitter in accordance with the conditions of the licence fulfils the legal obligations in respect of interference to other radio systems, other electrical equipment, instrumentation or air traffic systems. The conditions of the licence are mandated by Ofcom, an agency of national government, who are responsible for the regulation of the civilian radio spectrum. The remit of Ofcom also includes investigation and remedy of any reported significant interference.

The telecommunications infrastructure the subject of this application accords with all relevant legislation and as such will not cause significant and irremediable interference with other electrical equipment, air traffic services or instrumentation operated in the national interest.

	Yes
	


5. Technical Justification

Enclose predictive coverage plots if appropriate, e.g. to show coverage improvement. Proposals to improve capacity will not generally require coverage plots. 
	Reason(s) why site required e.g. coverage, upgrade, capacity 

	Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited (CTIL) is aiming to deliver a number of network critical new macro site installation solutions across London, on behalf of joint owners, Vodafone and 02.

The site has been identified as being of interest to accommodate telecommunications equipment, and which will provide not only improved coverage and capacity for existing networks, but critically, to provide for fourth generation services to the area. 
The Search Area is centred on Campden Hill and encompasses the area between Holland Park to the West, Hornton Street to the East, Bedford Gardens to the North and, Upper Phillimore Gardens to the South. The area is primarily residential in nature and the majority of the potential options are blocks of flats. The search area extends to approximately 0.5 sq km.
See enclosed coverage plots from both Vodafone and Telefonica



6. Site Selection Process – alternative sites considered and not chosen (not generally required for upgrades/alterations to existing sites including redevelopment of an existing site to facilitate an upgrade or sharing with another operator)
	Site
	Reason for rejection

	12 Oval Road, London, NW1 7DH
	Landlord did not wish to entertain a telecommunications installation on this property

	Lock House, 35 Oval Road, London, NW1 7BF
	Landlord did not wish to entertain a telecommunications installation on this property.

	38 Jamestown Road, Camden, London, NW1 7BY
	Landlord did not wish to entertain a telecommunications installation on this property

	10 Jamestown Road, London, NW1 7BY
	Property is of a low roof height and in this case is unusable from radio perspective.

	Holiday Inn London, Camden Lock, 30 Jamestown Road, London NW1 7BY
	Property is of a low roof height and in this case is unusable from radio perspective.

	Elsevier Science, 32 Jamestown Road, London, NW1 7BY
	Property is of a low roof height and in this case is unusable from radio perspective.

	226 Arlington Road, London, NW1 7HY
	Very low roof height which is unusable from radio perspective. Construction also does not lend itself to hold a telecommunications installation.

	Iceworks 34-36 Jamestown Road, Camden, London, NW1 7BY
	Property is of a low roof height and in this case is unusable from radio perspective.


	Additional relevant information:
Siting

We have considered the detailed siting and design carefully to ensure that the scheme has a limited impact on the building and visual amenity. In this case, the installation  as a whole will be coloured to match the existing finish and cladding already present on the roof and will thus be sensitive in relation to the character and appearance of the property in its present state
Visual appearance

We would repeat that we have carefully placed and designed the scheme to ensure the principles of good siting and appearance are adhered to. The overall impact of the installation on the environment is very limited.

As above the visual appearance of the proposed scheme should have little impact on the public’s view of Academic House. This is due to the property’s situation in a densely built up area with a roof level of over 20 metres in height while the GRP shrouding upper extension will mask the proposed antenna. In addition, the cabinets will be installed parallel to the central plant room, which is set back from the building edge. These will also be masked by a GRP screen finished to match the plant room walls on the roof. This combination therefore should limit possible views of the property’s rooftop from public areas.
Furthermore, the existing plant located on the roof is not visible from the highway and pedestrian routes below, and it is therefore anticipated that the proposed installation will have a very limited impact on overall views of the building.

Consultation

In accordance with the industry ’10 commitments’ and the Code of Best Practice, consultation has been attempted prior to submission of this proposal. See above.
Planning Policy
National Policy

This proposal and the work undertaken prior to submission has had full and proper regard to both central Government guidance and Local Plan Policy.

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these should be applied. The main thrust of the guidance is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. In general terms in respect of telecommunications the guidance aims to promote sustainable transport (including the need to travel), build a strong and competitive economy, and seeks to secure high quality design. 

Specifically, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) advises that advanced, high quality communications infrastructure is essential for economic growth. The development of high speed broadband technology and other communications networks also plays a vital role in enhancing the provision of local community facilities and services. The numbers of radio and telecommunications masts should be kept to a minimum and, where new sites are required, equipment should be sympathetically designed and camouflaged where appropriate (paragraph 43).

In more general terms the NPPF confirms that proposals that accord with the provisions of the development plan should be approved without delay (paragraph 14). In addition a set of core planning principles are set out at paragraph 17. These principles set out (in part where relevant to this proposal) that the planning system should:

· proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, business and industrial units, infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs;

· seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity;

· support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate.

Significant weight is given to the need to support economic growth through the planning system (paragraph 19). The reduction in the need to travel is set out in section 4.

The National Planning Policy Framework advises specifically that local planning authorities should not seek to prevent competition between operators, and must determine applications on planning grounds (paragraph 46).

It is considered the proposed development complies with the broad aims of the NPPF. It assists in the aim to keep the number of installations to a minimum, by providing enhanced coverage and capacity from a shared installation. The equipment has been sympathetically designed with the height kept to a minimum and it would enhance the provision of local community facilities and services.

Local and Regional Plan Policy

In terms of Local Plan Policies, by virtue of Section 70 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 [further enshrined in section 38(6) and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004], development should be in accordance with development plan policies, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

Local Plan Policy is enshrined within both the adopted Core Strategy 2010-2025 and the Development Policies 2010-2025. In relation to telecommunications development, neither document contains any discernible policy, thus reliance must be made on the NPPF as above.

Within both the adopted Core Strategy and Development Policies, we are conscious of policy CS14 within the Core Strategy and policy DP25 within the Development Policies, relating to conserving the heritage and buildings of the borough. We do not believe that this scheme conflicts with these aims as

· Local character and context will be unharmed

· The scheme wil have no discernible impact on the designated Conservation Area, thus it will remain preserved

· The specific design and location employed in this case, ensures that there is no impact on the main historical and architectural elements of the Conservation Area
Health & Safety

We would remind the Council that the Government has set out its clear view on the issue of health and perceived view of health risks in paragraph 46 of the NPPF:

“Local planning authorities must determine applications on planning grounds. They should not…determine health safeguards if the proposal meets International Commission guidelines for public exposure.”

As above, and included within this application, Vodafone and Telefonica have confirmed this installation will be fully ICNIRP compliant.

Conclusion

Vodafone and Telefonica have a clear requirement for an installation within this particular area, to provide improved 3G network coverage and capacity, and critically to provide for 4G services.

Vodafone and Telefonica consider that the proposed development strikes an appropriate balance between the technical needs of the site and the advantages that this type of technology brings, with the requirement to ensure that any impact on the appearance and character of the area is the minimum possible, in accordance with both national and local planning policy and guidance.



Contact Details

	Name: (Agent)
	Sitec Infrastructure Services Ltd
	Telephone:
	01223 792150

	Operator:
	CTIL, Vodafone & Telefonica
	Fax no:
	

	Address:
	C/O Agent
	Email Address:
	aneale@site-is.co.uk

	
	
	
	

	Signed:
	Alan Neale
	Date:
	27th October 2014

	Position:
	Planning Consultant
	Company:
(on behalf of CTIL and above operators) 
	Sitec Infrastructure Services Ltd
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