DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT

This Design and Access Statement is provided in conjunction with the Supplementary Information Template, drawings and supporting material that was submitted with this planning application.

This statement is submitted pursuant to Article 4C of the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 (as amended).
In accordance with the Code of Best Practice on Mobile Phone Network Development
, and published Government guidance, this proposal was drawn up having regard to the need for good design.

In particular:

· Considerations of design and layout are informed by the context, having regard not just to any immediate neighbouring buildings but the townscape and landscape of the wider locality.  The local pattern of streets and spaces, building traditions, materials and ecology all help to determine the character and identity of the development.

· The scale, massing and height of proposed development have been considered in relation to that of adjoining buildings; the topography, the general pattern of heights in the area; and views, vistas and landmarks.

The following general design principles have been taken into account in respect of this proposed telecommunications development:

· A proper assessment of the character of the area concerned.  

· That the design shows an appreciation of context;

SITE CONDITIONS, TECHNICAL CONSTRAINTS, LANDSCAPE FEATURES AND CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS 

Introduction

It needs to be borne in mind that the proposed development is for a mobile telecommunications installation. Hence, access is deliberately restricted, where appropriate, for the security of the installation.

Pre Application Discussions and Negotiations

While a full pre-application consultation pack was sent to Camden Council Planning, agreement could not be reached on the appropriate level of fee to be paid. In the circumstances, the pre-application submission was withdrawn.
Documentation Submitted with Application
· Plans and elevations

· Supporting statement 

Design Component

· Use proposed  6 no. antenna,  2 no microwave dishes, 6 enclosed equipment cabinets, related GRP screening/shrouding  and associated ancillary development . This particular scheme has resulted from a requirement for Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited (CTIL) to deliver a number of network critical new macro site installation solutions across London, on behalf of joint owners, Vodafone and 02.
The site has been identified as being of interest to accommodate telecommunications equipment, and which will provide not only improved coverage and capacity for existing networks, but critically, to provide for fourth generation services to the area.
· Amount  - For the purposes of this application, 6 no antenna and 2 no. dishes (shrouded in GRP) and 6 no cabinets (enclosed behind GRP screening)
· Layout – see drawings
· Scale -  For the purposes of this application, 6 no antenna and 2 no. dishes (shrouded in GRP) and 6 no cabinets (enclosed behind GRP screening)
· Landscaping  N/A
· Appearance - The proposed scheme has been designed to minimise the visual impact of the installation and satisfies Policy DP25 by not harming the existing character and appearance of the building and its context. 
The antennas will be located on the existing plant room and will be shrouded in Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP) coloured to match the finish of the property, thus visually appearing to be a modest upward extension of the plant room. Further to this the equipment cabinets will be placed on the western side of the property, and next to existing plant areas; they will be concealed by a screen, finished to match the existing plant.
The visual appearance of the proposed scheme should have little impact on the public’s view of Academic House. This is due to the property’s situation in a densely built up area with a roof level of over 20 metres in height while the GRP shrouding upper extension will mask the proposed antenna. In addition, the cabinets will be installed parallel to the central plant room, which is set back from the building edge. This combination therefore should limit possible views of the property’s rooftop from public areas. Furthermore, the existing plant located on the roof is not visible from the highway and pedestrian routes below, and it is therefore anticipated that the proposed installation will have a very limited impact on overall views of the building.

Access

Access to the development is by definition limited to the operator and its authorised agents.

� Paragraphs 120-126.
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