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Dear Mn. Pound, 

Fencing at main entrance to Holly Village 

I attach my comments about the above proposal, together with extracts from the 
web pages available in connection with the application and photographs of  the 
fencing before removal by the contractors. Urban Foresters/Landscape for your 
consideration, 

I had hoped to talk to you about this proposal, as indicated in email and telephone 
exchanges, i still think that discussion would be wise and that both parties directly 
concerned (the owners and occupants of  the respective homes) should understand 
well what can be expected of  them in connection with the renewal of this 
frontispiece to Hon Villa e 
Yours sincerely, 

Attachments: 

Comments on the application 

Photographic survey of posts 
Photographs of  'test post'. Chester Road 
encroachment 

Camden application web page extracts 

posts C I  & CS and Highways 
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Design and Access 

Holly Wage is a group of twelve former estate cottages, desired by 
the whiled Henry Miley Dartishke for Angela Burdett-Ccutts. and built 
by N a i r n  Cu t *  in 1865. There are eight buildings consisting of four 
detached houses, and four pairs of adjoining cottages, one of which 
forms a gated entrance wah stone archway into the village grourds. The 
village is Grade i r  fisted. 

The Wage Is surrounded by a boundary fence. visible externally or. 
Cheese, road and Swain's lane. This fenoe consists of upright teak posts 
loaned by *salons of crosehatched chestnut, backed by tall holly 
hedge' for most of its length. Al the entrance to the village, at the corner 
of Swain% lane and Chester road, the hilly hedges change to a more 
standard privet hedge, which is supposed to be trimmed to a standard 
height of lm, and the fencing leads down the access peel to the 
gateway. (The reduced hedge and fence height in this area allows the 
entrance to feel more open and accessibts.) The boundary fencing is an 
manget parr of the visual character of the village. 

NI twelve freeholders in the village are bound by the Holly Village Deed 
of Covenant, which lays out various caketions to encourage communal 
maintenance of the properties, and maintain access to the open nature 
of the central terms and paths. Acconingly, the owners have for some 
time now discussed the renovation of the front fence sections around the 

entrance at the required bi-annual meetings. 

Wfiereas the part of the boundary fence backed by hotly hedges has at 
soma time in the past been augmented with a raised concrete section, 
which secures the teak posts directly, this front section instead has posts 
seated cares* in the ground, and unfortunately their condition has been 
Mowed to deteriorate to the extent that many have rotted away at the 
bete, and some we leaning alarmingly, and only held upright by 
surrounding vegetation. This Issue has prevented the usual rotating 
replacement of the chestnut S000011.9 over this area of the fencing, and 
thus addressing the posts has become a matter of some priority. 
(Particularly as this has contributed to the generally run-down and tatty 
nature Of the entrants.) 



The design intent of this restoration is to preserve the character and 
materials of the current fencing a s  much as possible. The main 
challenge to this is the poor condition of the post bases (Figure 1). The 
posts have a unique material, character and motif (Figure 2). which 
argues against replacing them wholesale. Macey  restored posts 
however would need support once the rotten sections have been 
removed. The concrete saddens that have been used for this purpose 
elsewhere on the boundary u s  aeslhetkielly not really in character with 
the rest of the village, and w e  to be avoided if portable. 

Figure I. Rotten bases on two of the fence posts 

The saution chosen to this problem was secure the posts by means of a 
hidden gel/clothed tube inserted into the base, which would then be 
secured by a concrete foundation hidden underground. This both 
provides the necessary support and should greatly aneviate any further 
issues with rot. The approach is outlined in Figure 3. The poets would 
then a n t  on granite setts, rather than directly on the ground. which is a 
simall visual change. Previously the posts entered a plain concrete 
surface, which was presumably added some decades IVO so dirthisOld 
this would be an improvement. 
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To check the soundless of this approach, the lewd Wide  post was 
removed and used as a pilot. The post was rehablehed and refinished 
using filters where necessary, and mounted on the intended tubing The 
results can be seen in Figure 4. After this test post had been inspected 
by the village freeholders, a vote was taken to proceed with the 
restoration using this method. 

Figure t .  Right: restored test post, left: unrestored post for comport 

We do not anticipate any access issues with the fence restoration: the 
area is well-contained, and the paths on either side are wide enough that 
they need not be blocked even tempOnailY. 

A 1:10 scale drawing of the components of the restoration can be found 
on the next page. 




