
P l a n n i n g  A p p l i c a t i o n  2 0 1 3 / 3 8 0 7  P a g e  1 oft 

D e a r  Mr McEllistrum, 

l a m  writing to  e x p r e s s  m y  c o n c e r n s  a b a r t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  Royal Mail So r t i ng  office s i te  at 
Mount P l e a s a n t  a n d  have done t h i s  within h e a d i n g s  a s  se t  o u t  in your  r ecen t  le t te r ,  d a t e d  2fith June  T o  our 
d i smay ,  I d i scove r  t h a t  m a n y  of m y  n e i g h b o u r s  in Cal thorpe S t r e e t  have n o t  in fact  r ece ived  t h e  s ame  letter, 
which  I h a v e  notif ied y o u r  office of today 

DeS1171 a n d  layout  
Design a n d  LayOUt a r e  comple te ly  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  exis t ing buildings.  Buildings are m u c h  t o o  high a n d  matched 
to  non - r e s iden t l a l  o n e s  n e i g h b o u r i n g  on t h e  s i te  w h e n  i n s t e a d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of lower  res ident ia l  terrace 
shou ld  b e  t a k e n  a s  t h e  mode l .  H e i g h t s  of bui ld ings  will r esu l t  in la rge  a r e a s  of d e e p  s h a d o w  within the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  itself. Densi ty of bui ldings a n d  l a y a r t  undes i r ab le :  increase  risk of crime. We feel t h a t  buildings 
shou ld  n o t  e x c e e d  9 s t o r e y s  b u t  in t h e  m a i n ,  bui ldings shou ld  be ave rage ly  5 s t o r e y s  high. 

External  a t  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  
Overall a p p e a r a n c e  is t o o  d e n s e  in s c a l e  a n d  will dwar f  bui ld ings  of s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The scale a n d  style will 
significantly a l t e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a f t h e  a r e a  giving it c o r p o r a t e  look, s imi lar  t o  t h e  o n e  in Kings Cross  a n d  City of 
London which would b e  wholly i n a p p r o p r i a t e  he re .  Mater ia ls  u s e d  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  s a m e  c o n c e r n s  a b a r t  sca le  and 
t h e  m a s s  of of t h e s e ,  s y m p a t h e t i c  or a t  is a n  issue. 

Access  f o r  d i sab led  p e o p l e  
This is h a r d  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  - in t e r m s  of how access ib l e  t h e  s i te  is t o  f Lrture r e s i d e n t s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  th i s  will need 
to  m e e t  a s t a n d a r d .  For ex i s t ing  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a scarci ty of public o p e n  s p a c e  but w h e r e  that 
d o e s  o c c u r s  it will b e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  is easily ava i lab le  t o  all. 

Loss of dayl ight ,  sun l igh t  a n d  pr ivacy of n e i g h b o u r s  
This  is a m a j o r  c o n c e r n  part icularly for t h o s e  h o u s e h o l d s  in n o s  2 6 - 4 8  C a l t h o r p e  S t r e e t  w h o s e  h o u s e s  presently 
overlook b o t h  t h e  C a m d e n  a n d  Is l ington p a r t s  of the  site.  Proximity t o  t h e s e  h o u s e s  of high buildings will restrict 
views a n d  o v e r s h a d o w  t h e m .  (NB Resul t s  f r o m  light s u r v e y s  c a r d e d  out on 4 p r o p e r t i e s  in th i s  t e r r a c e  were not 
m a d e  ava i l ab l e  t o  t e n a n t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  wil l ingness t o  c o - o p e r a t e  in m a k i n g  thei r  h o m e s  ava i l ab l e  t o  surveyor, 
w h o  to ld  u s  firmly t h a t  deta i l s  would only b e  f o u n d  in t h e  overall r epor t ,  if at  all). 

Traffic a n d  Park ing  will be put u n d e r  f u r t h e r  s t ra in  - t raff ic  levels dur ing  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  will intensify as 
t e m p o r a r y  traffic controls  a r e  i n t roduced  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  with the  new c o m m u n i t y  in place, not l e a s t  b e c a u s e  high 
propor t ion  of t h e  bui ldings will b e  g iven  o v e r  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  retail use. 

Loss of, or a n  increase  in, a par t icular  type  of use of l and  
Loss of a s p a c e  which h a s  t h e  potent ia l  a s  a rich r e s o u r c e  for t h e  whole  c o m m u n i t y  which  could i n s t e a d  provide 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for t ra in ing ,  t o  conse rve  t r a d e s  a s s o c i a t e d  with p a r t  of London,  a s  a wildlife a r e a ,  (the Fleet River 
could flow openly)  c rea t ing  o p e n  s p a c e s  f or all a g e s  t o  en joy  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  p rov ide  m i x e d  h o u s i n g  w h e r e b y  young 
peop le  born  a n d  b r o u g h t  a t  h e r e  can  r e m a i n  a n d  s u p p o r t  older peop le ,  for a c o m m u n i t y  hall a n d  a l l o t m e n t s  to 
allow local r e s i d e n t s  t o  learn  a b o u t  g rowing  t h e i r  o w n  food. 

I look f o r w a r d  to  h e a r i n g  f rom you 

Chris t ina  Lorimer 

18/07/2013 
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Dear M r  McEllistrum, 

As  a long-tetm resident of Calthorpe Street and member  of  the local community I have several issues 
with the proposed development ref. 2013/3807/P 
I have been to most of  the public consultation meetings, and am shocked to see that local residents! 
concerns have not been addressed, despite claims to the contrary in the planning statement and non-technical 

summary. 
My  concerns are briefly as follows 
1 Re  Waste Management 
Plans are vague regarding increasing need both during development and afterwards for a 
substantially increased population 
2 Re  atm-Economics 
The summaty fails to acknowledge points frequently raised during public consultation regarding 
social provision, schools, health care, community facilities It is not clear h o w  the developer will 
ensure that local people benefit in terms of  employment both during and after the development 
phase 
3 Re  Transport and access 
Estimates for road use do not appear to have been logically assessed, and as previously raised the 
impact of a development on this scale on the locality will be significant, with potential stnictural 
danger to existing housing 
4 Noise  and vibration 
Listed terraced housing in Calthorpe Street has very shallow foundations, many  of the houses are 
currently supported with ties as they are already tipping street-wards as a result of  traffic Planning 
documents do not take this into account, and furthetmore appear to minimise the impact on the local 
community in terms of disruptive noise during a development that will take years 
5 Aar quality 
The summaty acknowledges that air quality will suffer from dust during demolition and building, as 
well  as the increased traffic However  more  concerning is the failure to sufficiently assess ground 
conditions on a brown field site, which  could result in toxins being released into the atmosphere 
6 Archaeology 
It is not clear h o w  the significance of  archaeological remains has been assessed as moderately 
important, what these remains might consist of, or what  steps could b e  taken during development to 
assess and preserve any that may b e  more  Important 
7 Ground conditions and contamination 
Apparently soil samples have not been taken on site, thus this assessment is entirely conjectural 
Surely this should be properly assessed before it is too late and contamination is released? 
8 Water resources and flood risk 
The  underground water courses are not mentioned as a potential factor affecting foundations for tall 
buildings The requirement for extra sewerage provision is mentioned but not how this will be 
accomplished without placing further strain on an already strained system 
9 Wind 
The  summaty fails to explain h o w  wind tunnels created by tall buildings will have a beneficial effect 
10 Daylight, sunlight, overshadowing, solar glare and light pollution 
Assessment  of  current light conditions has not been thoroughly undertaken, with very few site visits 

18/07/2013 
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to support the clam that adverse effectswill be largely of molar agnilkaact 
I I  Townscapa visual and built Waage 
This section verges. dishonesty al ds Ware to admowledge the fad that proposed building 
heights 'ready in keepng with the Holiday Ire and completely dwal period tented honing that 
w a n d s  much of the sde There is no asseamerd of the permanal o l e o  of the development on 
the affrounding area Agin this was rased in meetings, whit  suggestion thai the drrelopmerd 
would fit its arroundings better if building heights scaled up to the centre of the ate, to no avail 

I must stress that Inn not against the dwelopwent per se recognising this she this are pram. 
golden oppolmity to enhance the loyalty and Fronde honing and menthes H o n e  in is 
oared brm it makes no provision for desperaldy needed social honing and only succeeds in 
plaang tam siressce aU kcal adrastruchse will no taigibk benefits to Me local cannery 
Public consultation has been very pow in terms of actual coesiderabon of public opinion, rewardi 
shows very link evidence of local knowledge awl the overall the mold motive seems to be the main 
cancan whiia this is newel for the dweloper I would wiped canal plasmas officials to Sic.. 
nxte balanced approach that analyses the longer tam costs awl benefits of such a large dweloprnerd 
so diat the best cm be made of the oppcdmity I sincerely hope that you wiU take these Imes into 
senoss orandentim 

Regards 

Lucy Rhonda 

IWO/2013 


