
P a g e  1 aft 

Re: 2 0 1 3 6 9 7 5 i n  73-75 K e n t o n  Street :  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  o f  use from 
a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  building. 

es  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

The Marchmont  Associat ion objects to the aboke application 
Wi th  regard to the proposed change of use, notwi thstanding the loss of local employment 
space,  lee recognise the d e m a n d  tar residential accommoda t ion  in the area 

If the Council  is minded to grant the proposed change of use, w e  insist that the proposed rear balconies and 
roof ter race be omitted from the scheme of works 
The building backs directly oMo t h e r e a t  of other residential properties, so that the roof terrace and balconies 
will cause prikacy and sound t ransmiss ion problems The rear corr idor located between the Marchmont  and 
K e M o n  Street propert ies acts like an echo chamber ,  with sound  bounc ing f rom wall to wall in such a w a y  that 
the slightest conkersat ion in external common  parts rekerberates,  enter ing the bedroom windckvs of flats 
Ki tchen w indows hake been specif ical ly designed to reduce sound  break-out,  wh ich  has proked kery  eff ectike 
oker the years 
W h e n  there hake been occasional office parties in 73-75 Kenton Street there hake been t imes when  resideas 
in ne ighbour ing propert ies hake been seriously d isturbed by a small  number  of people straying oMo thereat 
fire escapes just  ha t i ng  a chat, big unwitt ingly disturbing the sleep of residents Thankful ly ,  such incidents 
hake been  rare because the building has been general ly only occupied by 9-5 office workers  If the building is 
changed  to residential the propensity to t  such noise nuisance will increase to 2417 

The Council  has a r o d u c e d  an 11pm cur few rot the residents of Ps 25 flats in adjacent Abe rdeen  & RobsaK 
Mansions because of complaints about residents being d isturbed by the reverberat ion of noise caused 

people deposit ing ref use in the communa l  bins in t h e r e a t  yard The Council  also has a strictly enf orced 'no 
games'  policy t o r t h e  s a m e  reason Oker  the years there hake been regular compla ints  from residents about 
noise nuisance e m a n a i n g  from extract ion equ ipmeM operat ing at the rear of commerc ia l  propert ies in 
Marchmont  Street and Takistock Place, which hake been exacerbated by the echo chamber  effect. These 
hake resulted in extensike enforcement  action by Enkironmental  Health 

There will also be an issue of loss of prikacy caused by the crver-looking of adjacent propert ies f rom the 
proposed so-cal led 'ameni ty spaces'  Most of the neighbour ing properties hake their  bedrooms and 
bathrooms at the rear. The flats directly backing onto 73-75 Kenton Street will be the wors t  aff ected i.e. 66-72 
Marchmont  Street and 50-52 Tamstock Place 

It is woKh noting that  oker the years C a m d e n  Housing,  w h o  awn the f reehold  of most of the houses in this 
block, hake ref used all requests rot rear extensions,  balconies and roof terraces on the grounds of potential 
loss of prikacy and residential  ameni ty  (noise nuisance) tot neighour ing properties 

W e  wou ld  ask the Council  instead to require the deke loper  to make a Sect ion 106 contr ibut ion towards  the 
cost of the upkeep of the Marchmont  Communi ty  Garden, instead of permitt ing the proposed 'amenity spaces' 
to be at tached to 73-75 Kenton Street 
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