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PLANNING APPLICATION NUMBER: 2013/5947/P 
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Dear MT McDonald, 

I write in Connection with the notification that we received from Tibbalds Planning in Urban Design 
Limited FTibbaltis") notifying The Forum Club (Kentish Town) Limited (Company') of the planning 
application (the 'Application) made by the London Borough of Camden (Applicant") In respect of the 
above site (Site"). 

The Company, as owners and operators of the live music venue known at The Forum Notated at 9-17 
Highgate Road, London NW) WY, adjacent to Greenwood Place (south) ("The Forum")) is extremely 
concerned at the potential impact that the development is likely to have on the operation and servicing of 
The Forum, The Forum is a well-established local and regional facility, the continued operation of which 
should not be jeopardised. 

The Company recognises the Council's Intention to redevelop the two sites and has no objection In 
principle to redevelopment in order to provide the care facilities proposed. The Company however, 
objects strongly to the proposals contained in the current ApplicaUon because they are likely to have an 
unnecessary adverse impact upon the operation of The Forum for the reasons set out below. 

In summary: 

(a) The Company objects strongly to the pcopmals in the current Application. 

(b) Improved provision for vehicular and pedestrian access to The Forum should be secured. 

In The noise assessment in respect of The Forma is inadequate, it would be unsafe Inc the Council to 
make a decision based on it 

(d) The residential flats should be re-designed so that there are no openings in the flank walls facing 
The Forum. 

If, notwithstanding our representations, the Council were to grant permission, It should impose effective 
conditions to deal pinball the points net out in this letter. 
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inaccurate reading of background noise wilt impact upon the assessment of the effect of 
noise. when background noise is subtracted from the rating noise level. 

• Based on our experience, which extends to the management of live music venues 
throughout the UK and the organization and operation of four annual large scale festivals 
for the past 13 years, we are strongly of the view that the conclusion reached in the NIA is 
incorrect. Noise levels frequently exceed the figures represented in the NIA, and that an 
assessment of rating noise against background noise should be based on an average of 
readings taken over a greater period of time, to accurately reflect the environmental 
conditions of the locality. 

• Other variables were not taken into account as part of the NIA, for example The Forum 
has now relocated its external smoking area to a differwit area outside of the building, 
and changing the origin of sound is likely to impact upon noise levels. Further, the impact 
of noise emanating from The Forum on the higher floors of the proposed development are 
only estimates and are unlikely to follow the readings assessed at lower floors of the 
building due to the nature of the movement of sound (which cannot be accurately 
predicted). In addition, as far as the assessment shows, the position of the microphone 
testing the sound was not changed during the course of the assessment. 

• As the Council will appreciate it is unsafe to make a planning decision based on evidence 
that is Maccurate. The NIA was carried out inadequately, with inaccurate conclusions 
drawn, for the reasons Listed above, 

24. In light of our comments above, and in order for the Council to make an informed decision 
regarding this Application, it is essential that we are consulted on any further NIA reified out in 
relation to The Forum; not only to addle on the best dates and times to carry out testing to 
enable a fair representation of upper noise levels to be gauged, but moreover, to be given the 
opportunity to instruct an independent noise consultant who has practical experience of dealing 
with the nuances of sound testing in relation to a live music venue, the reasonable costs of which 
should he met by the Applicant. 

25. We reserve our right to make further representations following this meeting, and should further 
infonnation in respect of the AppliCOOON be provided to on (noting that severat of the sections of 
the Framework Travel Plan were incomplete at this time). 
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