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Background: Athlone House is a substantial Victorian gnansion built in 1871, then named Caenwood Towers. R e h o u s e  was 
built within the grounds of a prevhaus house. The existing house is built is Jacobethan style, originally with Dutch gables, and lie, 

On high ground ussesost trees just beyond the northern e d i c t s  Hampstead Heath, visibte to varying degrees f rom parts of the 
Heath and f rom Hampstead Lane. The house is visible from views with in the Haringey Council's pert of Highgate Conservation 
Area. The building has been used ass  private residence in the past, occupied by RAP during the war t ime and later converted to 
a hospital. 

Assessment of speclal interests From a c o . e N a t i o n  point of view, Athlone House is considered o t  significant arthitecturaI 
merit and with its surrounding landscape setting, contributes positively to the conservation area. The special interest of the 
building lies its its architectural merit, its landscape settu,g, contribution to the conservation area and its subsequent soda/ 
history owmg to ch.anOng uses. Its assodation with emrnent NstorIcal figures such as 'capability' Brown r e n d e ,  it additional 
historic interest, al/ of which positively contr ibute to the character and appearance of the conservation area and its social 
history. The building also acts as a landmark feature, wits views availabIe from in and out of the Highgate ridge. Whilst not 
designated in its own right as an heritage asset, the building's own merits determine it to he an important building within the 
conservation area. 
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