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Birmingham joins growing
network of greener cities

project’s director, He said the support for

biophilic design - green spaces in work-

places, hospitals and homes - had been
“Less

system (larger

than that of Venice}and, ara; pusl;,zlsiuu—
‘ball clubs. Now England's second city has
another claim to fame: it hm;mned:he

likes of San Francisco, Wellington
0slo in a global network of “b&ophn]k'
cities - urban centres celebrated for their
green credentials, their open spacesand
their links to nature,

The idea behind the network is that
natmens,n;shwidbe,cenml!oahappy‘

and life- notonly for

country dwellers but also for those living
incities.

Binnlm;ham. the first British city to
be invited to join the Biophilic Cities
netwurk, is pledging to work with eight

enmﬂngthatxesidennm:hemnﬂury
and suburbs. narre.

gr
however, has been focused on the city
or urban scale, despite the fact that the
planet continues an inexcrable rend in
the direction of urbanisation,” he said.
“Urban residents need nature more than

ever, and much work is needed to find
creative and effective means for incorpo-
rating it into urban environments.”

Beatley, in Birmingham this week for
a conference on urban trees, said: “Pm
pleasantly surprised -

are linked to:
Qlymuaq!lu:swwlmmedtbem.
James McKay, a member of the council’s
cabinet whose portfolio inchides green
matters, said Birmi) i
ted to becoming one of the worl
i 7 friendly cities. *We are
fnmr:,'hem&t“mmﬂaghmshndsm r.aimhhtyman:snauhemycuun:l]
what we. Bummgﬂam mdmyandvaﬂed
these global green cities.” challenges, ranging from a surprising ten-
mphlhsatpupnﬂsedbyﬂ:; dsu:ywbe]ulbyﬂwdhu l.hl:lulhithas
way neighbour-
dsnibm;hm-mhﬁwrﬂ:.hmamm h mm{ntnw'\uhm
“hard-wired" t when th

nature. In Wlen'! words: "’Blcrph:!ia
is the innately emotional affiliation of
humanbeingsto other living organisms.”

‘The Biophilic Cities network is siming
to ﬂLnd i

Grayson reeled off the fgmes that
show how green Birmingham is - it has
571 parks, mare than 3,500 hectares of

ﬂmams -~ though he empﬁm—

‘ways of his need is met

Prof Tim Beatley, chair of the depart-
| ment of nrban and environmental plan-

sised that

be taken as racogmnun r.'natBinmng)mm

has dana annwrh
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