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Department o f  the  Environment 
Caxton House Tothifi Street London SWI 11 9LZ 

Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons Ltd 

40 Bernard Street 
London 
WC 1N 110 

Gentlemen 

Telephone 01-834 8540 ext 314 
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Your reference 
D/DIE/VW 

Our reference 
APP/4408/A/71810 

Date L20Ci1973 

T W N  AND cCUTh'RY PUNNING ACT 1971 - SECTION 
36 

ATPICAflOP NO CTP/1 14/17X/A/13740 - 

I • I am directed by the Secretary of State 
for, the Environment to refer to your 

appeal against the decision of the Council of the London Borough of Camden to 

-refuse planning permission for the change of use of the rear 
part of shop unit ITo 16 

Brunswick Centre, WC1 to a sports and social centre for use by 
the staff of Sir RoEë?t 

McAlpine and Sons Limited. 

2. The written representations made in support of the appeal and those 
of the 

Council and of another interested party have been considered. An officer of the 

Department has visited the premises. 

3. The Brunswick Centre, situated in Bloomsbury, near 
Brunswick Square, is an 

elevated residential/shopping estate, the construction of which 
is not yet corpletcd. 

It consists of two parallel concrete blocks each about 
600-ft long and 140 ft wide 

separated by a pedestrian shopping street some 80 ft 
wide. There are 2 floors of 

flats on the same level as the shops, but facing outwards, and more flats 

above. The standard depth of the shops is approximately 100 ft, with frontages of 

about 18 ft; most of the completed rhops are occupied and some traders 
have combined 

2 or more units to fort a single shop. A concrete canopy extends over the shop 

frontages fof about 8 - 9 ft, and above this on the flat roofs of the shops is a 

broad terrace about 50 ft wide. Near the frontage of No 16, the shop involved in 

the appeal, the terrace trojects across the street to enclose a large stairwell which 

ccmU):4_Cate3 betwicn the t'.w l--vol-_; this stairwell, tccether with the rroicctifl.T 

- 
terrace, make the shop fronteges of Nos 14 and 16 rather dark. The proposal is AO 

wall off the shop enclosure 15 ft by 27 ft, leaving a 3 ft wide access between front 

and rear; the rear tart would contain a billiard roon, 
hall and lounge, and a 

mezzanine floor would be constructed to accorroodae a bar. 

4. While it is noted that the shot unit concerned in the 
appeal has been unlet for 

9 mcnths, and your reasons for aishing to convert part of the shop into a social 

centre are understood, it is equally understandable that the council should wish to 

see the shop acccmodation in this 
newly--built centre used for the purpose for which 

it was intended. Although the shop frontage suffers Bone loss of light as a result 

of the adjoining stair.:ell, in other respects the unit is little different froa 
ottero 

in the sho;Iing centre, and it is not the only one which is inlet. There is also 

thought to be substance in the fears of the residents association that 
the neice and 

disturbance causec by club menoero leaving the prernses, 
espec-ially in the evenlflgt 

and at weekends, mi;ht harm amenity. Other non-retail users,j such as the cafe., 

restaurant, cinema and public house are in positions where the risk 
of such 

disturbance occuring seems much less likely. After carefully considoiiilg all thc 
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and evidence, the view has been. formed that there is insufficient justification for permitting the proposed change of use. 

5. Therefore the Secretary of State hereby dismisses the appeal. 
I an Gentlenen . . . . Your obedient Servant 
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JOLIPPARD 
. Authorised by the Seóretary of State . • to sign in that behalf. 
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