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d i v e c t e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  F n 7 j , x a . f l n n t  t o r e f e r  t o  your 2 ; r c a i  2 : 7 i n s t  t h e  d c j s j o n  o f  t h e  London Bcrcu&h C o u n c i l  o f  Camden t o  refuse l i e t  b u i l d i n g  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h e  c u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  f o u r  f r o n t  r o o n  o n  t h e  f i r s t  floor o f  i o  2 2 - 2 3  ( i n c l u s i v e ) ,  d s l e i i  S t r e e t ,  London WC1. 

2 .  The w r i t t e n  r e - r e s e n t a t i o n s  made i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h i s  appea l ,  h a v e  b e e n  considered. An o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  site. 
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. Tho a p r o a l  p r e m i s e s  a r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y  r n o m  a s  Bloomsbury. E n d R l e L - h  S t r e e t  i s  a s h o r t  s t r e e t  n i n n i n ç  f r o m  s o u t h - e a s t  t o  n o r t h - w e s t  a n d  the I - r r e a j ,  r e ± s e s  o o c u y p a r t  o f  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t e r n  s i d e .  T h e y  c o n s i s t  o f  t a r t  o f  a t e r r a c e  o f  l i  s t o r e y s ,  b a s e m e n t  a n d  a t t i c  a n d  a r e  o c c u p i e d  a s  a h o s t e l  f o r  London U n i v e r r v  s t u d e n t s ,  known a s  The J o h n  Adams H a l l  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  The f o u r  rooms which a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  a e a l  a r c  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  T h e y  a r e  o c c u r i e d  a s  double b e d r o o m s  w h i c h  a r e  w e l l  t r o r o r t i o n e d  a n d  h a v e  c o v e d  c o r n i c e s  e n r i r h e d  w i t h  carving. I t  i s  t heu5h-  t h a t  t h e s e  rooms  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n a i n  f i r s t  f l o o r  r o o m s  o f  14 h o u s e s  in t h e  t c r t a t e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f o n e d  f r o m  a s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h o s e  m a i n  rooms. ;crert}-.c'.'so t h i s  w o r k  o f  s u b - c 1 j v s j o n  i s  nn+, ' r c n t  r i d  ±h c ,  : , I  c o v o d  cornices h a v e  b e : n  f a i t h f u l l y  c o p i e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wails. 
i .  The London  B o r o u t j  o f  Camden p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  the b u i l d i n i r  a n d  i t s  u s e  a s  a h o s t e l ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  room o f  e a c h  b u i l d l . n ;  would n r n b , b l y  h a v e  b e e n  a s i n a l c  room a n d  t h a t  a t  some t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  s u b - d i v i d e d  t o  give t h e  r r c s e n t  a r r a n r e m c n t .  A-1thoudl  c l e a r l y  n i t e r i n g  t h e  o r i g i n r i l  p r o n o r t i o n s  o f  the r o o n s ,  t h e  s u b - d i v i s i o n  h a s  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  v i e w  b e e n  s e n s i t i v e l y  a c h i e v e d  s o  that i t  i s  n o t  1 r e d i a t e 1 y  d e t e c t i b l e .  T h e y  f o o l  i t  h a s  l e f t  r ooms  w h i c h  r e t a i n  dimensions o f  a r c t e r n n b l e  r o r o r t j o n  a n d  w h i c h  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  a r e  o r o b a b l y  s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  i n  the b - u i l d i n : - .  By : a n t r a z t ,  t h e y  e o n t c n r l  t h a t  t h e  r u b - d i v i s i o n  now p r o p o s e d  w o u l d  h a v e  a r a c h  m a r e  r a s t j c  e f f e o t  o n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c u a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  rooms  r e s u l t i n g  in o z s  o f  nn  e x t r e r o l . y  r o s t r i c t o d  w i d t h  and t m o l e s n t  s h a p e  medo w o r s e  b y  t h e  rroposed e n t r ' n c e  l o b b y  a r r r : ' c i . n t  o f f  t h e  m a i n  c o r r i d o r .  I n  s u r a r y  t h e  C o u n c i l  f e e l  that t h e  p r o r o s e d  a l t e r a t i o n s  w o u l d  h a v e  a d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  p n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  -uality o f  the 
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The GLC Director of Architecture has .commented that as the rooms are no longer of their original " :4" or proportion there is no objection to their sub-division on :ustoric buildings t!"-'nds. He considers howover that the re-entrant angles of the proposed partitions 'would form rooms of unpleasant shape and t h a t  i t  would be an 2rorovecnt if they were formed as s t r a i t  partitions-with individual doors direct to the corridor. The rrcscnt doorways aro not, he states, in the original posi.tions, but feels it would be desirable if the panelled doors were to be reused in the proposed works. 

6. In support of your appeal you paint out that the rooms which you consider to he of major architectural importance and which w e  to be found, on the ground and adjacent first floors of Nos 16,17118 and 19 L'ndslei Street, have already been sub-divided. You also point out that the proposed partitions would be constructed of timber studding'covered both sides with pl-ctcrbcard m d  would be carefully fitted around tha existing plaster cornices; that lobbies i o i b c  constructed inside the rooms so that no alterations to the internal main corridors would be necessary and that the prpecedlThratioyrn-ji been so plannedtu cntsurv that the-ptions--eoujd,ir_th future, ----- be removed ttith ninimu, disturbance. You also contend that as the rooms which are the suh,'jcct of this apoal have two external windows, there would be no disturbance to the elevations of the building. Finally you wish it to be taken into account that he proposal to provide eight single rooms in lieu of the present four double bedrooms iould be more popular with students and allow the generation of extra income to help run The John Adams Hall which is not subsidiced. 

7. The Secretary of State has considered the points raised in support of your appeal. 'Jhile he accepts that the present arrangement clearly alters the proportions of the 
rooms he is of the view that the sub-division has been sensitively achieved so that it is not immediately detectable and the original caved cornices have been faithfully copied at the top of the partition walls. He is in agreement with the gene:-al view expressed by both the London Borough of Camden and the Director of Architecture of the Greater London Council that the proposals would form rooms of unpleasant shape. Moreover there would be no cornice at the top of the partitions to match the original. In conclusion the Sccrotmry of State considers that alterations as proposed would, have a detrimental effect on the character and cttality of the listed building and that listed building consent for the sub-division of four front rooms on the first floor in 2.J,21,22 and 23 dslei Street, London 'tlCl should not be granted. He notes that the opeal in relation to the sub-division of one front room on the ground floor of 1 dsleigh Street, London WC1 has been withdrawn. 

/ .  For the reasons given the Secretary of State hereby dismisses the appeal. 

I at Sir 
Your obedient Servant 

D A ROBINSON 
Authorised by the Secretary of State 
to sign in that behalf 
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