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. I an divected by the Secretary of State for the Fnvivenment 4o refer to your
arpezl 27ninst the dzcision of the Londen Borcugh Council of Camden to wrefuse
iivtsd Tuilding consent for the sub-divieicn of feur frent rooms on the first floor
cf Il=3 20-23 (inclusive), Indsleigh Street, London WC1.

o 2. The written revresentations made in respect of this anpeal hove been congidered.
o £n officor of the Department hag visited the site.

TS 5ITW AND SURRCUNDINGS

3. Thz apneal premises are in the northern sart of the locality !mowvn as Bloomsbury.
ndsleish Street is a short street rumning from south-east to norih-west and the
anreal sremises oceupy part of the south-vestern side. They conszist of part of a
terrace of I: storeys, hasement end attic and are occunied as a hostel for Lond-n
Universi‘r students, Imown 2s The John Adams Eall of Residence. The four roems which
=7 zre the subjeet of the arpeel arc en the first flcor, They are occuried as double

badrooms vhich are vell rrororiioned and have coved cornices enwirheg with carving.

It is *hrush* that these racms were part of the rain first flocr rooms of L. houses in
B The torwase and that they have been formed from a subdivisicn of thcce main rooms.

sovertheloss thisg vorlt of sub-division is nat aapawept amad *he originel osved cornices

LERTES S

¥—-~.. .. have tzcn faithfully copied at *he top of the partition walls.
L. The London Boroush of Camden point sut that prior to the unifization of the
Suilding and its nuse asg a hostel, the first flsor front room of cach building would
e nrobably have been a single room and that at some time they were sub-divided to pgive
is

-ie nresent arrangement.  Adthough clearly altering the original nronorticns of the
r30m3, thae sub-division ha2s in the Council's view becn sensitively achieved so that

it iz not irmediately detectable. They fecl it has left rooms vhich retain dimensicns
of a rcasennhle nmenovrtisn and which they consider awe probably still the best in the
tuildine, By centrast, they contend that the sub-divisien nov nroposed would have a
Tuch more drastic offest on the architoctupal cuality of these rooms resulting in
T30mS of an extreomely westricted width and unpleasont shape made worse by the Troposed
antronse lobkhy arcan:vmsnt of f the main corridox, In summary the Council feol that
the pronesed alterations would have a detrimental effect on the character =nd ~uality
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2+ The GIC Director of Architecture hags commented that as the rooms are no longer
>f their oxriginal ~ W or proporticn there is no objection t¢ theiw sub-division on
istoric buildings “nds. He considers however that the re-entrant angles of the
proposed partitions would form rcoms of unpleasant shape and that it would be en
irmprovenent if they were formed as straight partitions with individuzl doors dirgct
%o the corridor. The rrecent doorways are not, he ctztes, in the original pocitions,
but feels it would be desira ble if the panelled doors were to be reused in the
Jroposed works.

6. In support of youxr appeal you point out  that the xooms which you consider to
be of major architecturzl importance and which zre to be found on the ground and
~djncent first floors of Nos 16,17,18 a2nd 19 mdsleigh Street, have zlreczdy been zub-
civided. You 2lso point sut that the proposed partitions would be constructed of
tinmter studding, covered boiw sides with plnsterbozrd snd would be coerefully fitted
around the existing plocter cormices; that lobbies wullbe constructed inzide the rooms
20 that no clterations to the inteimal main corridors would be necessary and that the

- »Topoced altarations have been so plarmed toensure —that—the-partions—eould, in—the- - .
Tuture, be vemoved with mirimum disturbance. You 2lso ccntend that as the roome which
are the sudjcct of this aspeal have *was extornal windows, there would be no disturban-ze
to the elevations of the building. Finally you wish it to be taken into account that

*“T*he propesal to provide cight single rooms in lieu of the present four double bedrooms

e would be more popular with students and zllow the generation cf extrz income o help

run The John Adams Hall which is not subsidiced,

7. The Secretary of State has conscidered the points ralsed in support of your appeal.
“hile he accepts that the present arrangement clearly alters tho proportions of the
rooms he is of the view that the sub-division has been sensitively achieved 5o that it
is not immedintely detectable and the original coved cornices have been faithfully
copied a2t the top of the partition walls, He is in apgreement with the genercl view
expressed by both the ILondsn Borough of Cemden and the Dircctor of Architecture of the
Greater Londen Council that the proposals would form rooms of uncleasant shape.
Forcover there would be no cornice at the top of the partitions to mateh the original,
In conclucion the Sceretary of State considers that alterations as proposed wau.id have
& detrimental effect on the character and quality of the listed building and that
lizted building consent for the sub-division of four front rooms on the first floor in
€3,21,22 and 23 IEndsleigh Street, London WC1 should not be granted. He notes that the
2opeal in relaticn to the sub-divigion of one front room on the ground floor of

14 dndsleigh Street, London WC1 has been withdrawn,

-~ “. For the reasons given the Secretary of State hereby dismisses the appeal.
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