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Sir 
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1. 1 refer to your clicntla apl4al, 
which Phavo been 

applUrBlo 
Antormino, 

4 0  
a,~,ainst the derision It the London Borou.Th Council of j " W o n  to refiso jAnnnin-, 

permiunion f o r  the change from r e s i d e n t i a l  t o  o f f i c e  use o f  promicos a, 
No. 23 John S t r e e t ,  London WC1. I have cons idered the w r i t t e n  repr-wQntutions 
Made Jjy Yon and by the council, and also those madb by interes1ted 
inspected the site on ThurL;day 25 September )980. 
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2. Prom my inspection of the site and the surrounding area and from my 
tion of the representations made I find thal the principat issue in this = ,  K~~ 
whether there are ovorriding reasons for the proposed dcvolopm,~,nt boarin,,: in iai~!,,i 
the prcvailinN,, planning policies for the area and the character of the n0rhbour 
hood. 

3. The apToal site is an early c18 terraced brick-facna property in a surool of 
similar buildings all with direct front,igc to the bac:k of a wide footw,-..-j. Yho 
main exception i s  a modern purpose b u i l t  o f f i ce  block at Nos. 21-21a. r o .  2 j  i.7, 
a l i s t e a  b u i l d i n j  i n  a desiqnaLed conse rva t i on  area.  I t  has p r e v i o u s l y  been in 
rev iden t ia l  use fo r  which planning permission was given i n  1,062. AlthouNh a t  the 
time o f  my inspection the ,,round f l o o r  was being used as an o f f i c e ,  I understana 
tha t  t h i s  usc has not been authorised. 

/[. During the accompanied inspection 11 careful ourvey from the fooLway was nvul~ 

all properties in John Street, and also & part of Doughty StreCL, 1,110 PhYni-ul 

northward extennion o f  John St reet .  They are both s t roots  o f  pos i t ive arcnitecturui 
cha rac te r  and are r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t .  There are more p r o p e r t i e s  i n  o f f i c e  use than 
i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use.  i oweve r l  seve ra l  p r o p o r t i c s  apponr t o  be occupied as dwollinjvt 
e i t h e r  as s i n g l e  u n i t s  o r  as f l a t s .  The appeal prop--ty is ccriainl,y capable of 

be ing used r e s i d e n t i a l l y ,  s ince the re  are k i t c h e n  and o r  bathroom facilities 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  the basement, ground,  f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  f l o o r o .  The l i v i n T  rooir 
a t  I round and f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  axe I cons ide r  o f  e legan t  proportinqn, 
and a l l  rooms " r o  i n  good 6oco ra t i ve  contlition. 

5- whiie it is nue that there in only a umall jTiwn rl"cn to the prmmy 
and no c4i, parking other than at the kerb side, I am quite certain that the projon, ~7 
of offices in the vicinity does not stand in the way of satisfactory residential 

occupation of this property. Moreover, it should as a listed building continue to 

bc properly maintained in ouch a use. 
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= M  plaimig; policies appear to me to reinforQe iho rutnnticn A tho 
a i t a  i n  r e s i d Q n t i A l  use. Tho Greuter InAnn. DevAulnuO P! to written otatoNont 
approved by tho ~,(,,crntary or W h o  io 1976 is quite ciul W t  on thn pcdnt that 
permiss ion  f o r  a change from r e j A n n t i a l  une w i l l  no t  no rma l l y  in  g i v i r ,  lecaune u 
t he  cont inued and p ress ing  necd f o r  such accommodation i n  the mnt ropoL io .  Aimilurl~ 
the adopted Plan for Camdcn 1979 focuses the Qrate~;io GLIDT' Policy on thio n.re'a. 
There i s  t o  be r e c t r a i n t  on o f f i c e  uocs oouth o f  Laston Road A i n  the area of thy 
site; and again changes from residential usc? are to bo rcsistcd. Havin; con-J111,10-1, 
these and a l l  o t h e r  ma t i q r s  r a i s e d ,  I do not  consiCer t h a t  there are overridini, 
reasons t o  j u s t i f y  the proposed change o f  use. 

7- For the above reasons, and in oxercino of tho powora trAnKorrad to MOY I 
h o r n l y  d i u m i r s  Lhlu appeal, 

I am Ar 
Your obcOlient ~;ervant 

A-A 

A A WILLIA11SQ1 
Inspector 
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