
a brief description 

Procter House lies in a prominent location close to the junction of Kingsway and High 
Holborn. Constructed in the 1960's, it comprises four inter-connecting buildings which 
together front both sides of Procter Street. 

At it's junction with High Holborn it spans Procter Street to provide a south aspect 
frontage along High Holborn itself. 

It is this portion of Procter House that bridges Procter Street and returns to the edge of 
Catton Street that this proposal is concerned with. 

The existing building consists of concrete construction with horizontal bands of glazing 
and limestone cladding. There is a large scale to the building and a strong horizontal 
emphasis on all sides. 

Currently, Procter House is unoccupied and is falling into a state of disrepair. The retail 
spaces at street level are empty and the lack of public activity produces a rather bleak 
environment. 

The proposed scheme aims to revitalse what is otherwise considered a 'blighted' 
neighbourh000d in Bloomsbury. 

EXISTING VIEW DOV~ PROCTER STREET 

EXCERPT OF LOCATION MAP 

SKETCH VIEW OF PROPOSED BUILDING FROM HIGH HOCEPORN P 
S 
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aims o f  this proposal 

The proposal for the redevelopment of Procter House has been driven by three central 
principles : sustainable building and energy solutions, rejuvenation of an urban landmark 
and the organisation of the workplace. 

sustainability 
To provide natural ventilation and low energy heating and cooling. 
Utilise natural daylight. 
Soften the existing concrete building with more sensitive and practical materials. 

landmark 
Bring added value, through architecture, to the image of the building. 
To respond positively to the changing urban context. 
Offer the potential for a more vibrant streetscape. 

workplace 
Maximise office space. 
Create softer environments. 
Provide good comfort levels. 
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The Proposal at Procter House 

The proposed redevelopment of Procter House features predominately class A office 

space although it also promotes a new mix 
A large retail unit is located in the basement and further 2-storey retail units face onto 

High Holborn and Procter Street which will be utilised by the busy area around Holborn 

tube station and neighbouring offices, A new wine bar and restaraunt is also proposed 

which will enrich the surrounding environment, 

The main entrance to the building shall be off Procter Street. A taxi drop off point will be 

provided along with a landscaped street edge which marks the entrance 
and offers 

protection from the road. 

A new core is proposed to take people to both the 'west wing' towards the Catton 

Street side of the building and also to the wing that bridges over Procter St. 

Sthe west wing' 
The west wing is organised around a central atriurn space running South to north, which 

has continuous featured stair traversing from I st floor to 4th floor. The daylight from 

the atrium is shared by the redeveloped existing building and an additional portion of 

new build office. These are linked by bridges that 'fly' across the atrium. The atrium on 

the upper floors folds out to become a winter garden for the offices. 

'the bridge wing' 
The long and narrow floor plate of the Procter House would suggest that work spaces 

be situated along the exterior walls with a central circulation space. The current 
proposal turns that principle inside out On the main bridge building the circulation is 

placed on the outside of the building in a "saddle bag* light weight construction or 
circulation gallerys hung on the outside of the building The advantage is to this is that 

it opens the floor plates solely to work areas, thus maximising the area usage. It also 

throws intense human activity to the outside of the building, quite visible to the public 

sector. 

on the underside of the bridge building a light box and acoustic barrier is proposed that 

would replace the existing acoustic plane and brighten up this dark and noisy existing 

space The light box then follows through to become and architectural feature for the 

rest of the building. 

The facades are receptive to natural daylight and in some places are functioning outer 

layers of the double skin facades providing solar shading and preventing heat loss. 
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Existing Proctor House Entrance On High Holborn 

Continuous Vehicle Congestion On High Holborn The Stone And Glass Facade 
Of Procter House Is Currently In A State Of Disrepair. 

SITE ANALYSIS - EXISTING CONDITION 

The Entrance And Streetscame Are Open To The Slow Moving And Congested 
Traffic And Consequential Vehicle Fumes 

; 
K1 

.11 ~ — 711". "1 J I~~ 
Pedestrian Crossing And Surrounding Areas Are Darkened By The Existing 
Building, Even In Daylight Hours. 
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The underbelly of the building is dark and hazardous, especially outside 
daylight hours No provision is made for a protpcted pedestrian environment 

View south on Proctor Street People use alternative routes rather than 
passing by an empty building with boarded-up shops. 

SITE ANALYSIS - EXISTING CONDITION 

ev" 

The lower floors of the existing building are unengaging with the 
surrounding streetscape Currently there is a strong horizontal emphasis to 
the facade 

Procter Street is currently undesirable and therefore finderused by 
pedestrians 
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SITE ANALYSIS - SOLAR PATH AND WIND DIREalON 
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SITE ANALYSIS - SURROUNDING DEVELOPMENT 
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3D RENDER VIEWS 

1 Asirial v,ev, overlooking grafter street, showing winterganden 
2 Night view from pavement, high holborn showing lit undercroft 

of proposed scheme 
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3D RENDER VIEWS 

I . 
Procter Street South 

2. Aerial View, Procter Street 
3 High Holbourn Street View 
4. I r i  Internal Street 
5 I n f o I  High Holborn 
6. 'Info-Wall - Procter Street 7. Protective Screen- Procter Street 

8. Esplanade 
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3D image of proposed atrium 
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