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Camden
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London  WC1 8ND

Dear Sir or Madam

Monday, 04 December 2006

RE: 40 Ravenshaw Street, London, NW6 1NW
I enclose an application to extend the house at the above address and to reconfigure it to create a three bedroom house. It is currently designed as a one bedroom  property. 
The extension was designed with the context of the terrace in mind and embedded in such a way that it would not detract from the terrace, but rather add to it. The objective is not to look at the house in isolation, but in the context of the terrace, and to incorporate this into the design.

The design incorporates the Unitary Development Plan 2006 and Camden SPG2002. The dormer was designed according to SPG 2.8.13 & 2.8.14. Section 2.8.13 (Other roof and additions) raises three main concerns:
a. the visual prominence, scale and bulk of the extension – the visual was designed in such a manner as not to impose upon and  to match the neighbouring property. The scale and size also meets the guidelines of 2.8.14.

b. use of quality and sophisticated materials and details – the dormer will be constructed from treated timber, lead or slate checks with wood sash windows.

c. Sympathetic vocabulary and relationship to the main building – although the dormer does not match the alignment of the windows below, the overall bulk is minimal. Whilst opposite, they have created two dormers which are aligned with the windows and it can be seen that both options (comparing with the neighbour) are pleasing on the eye and as the neighbour has one dormer it seemed more appropriate to match with the neighbour. 
Looking at section 2.8.14 – Roof dormers and roof lights which states “alterations to front roof dormers should be sensitive interventions which seek to maintain the integrity of the existing roof form. Proposals which achieve this are generally not contentious in principle, providing that the following circumstances are met”.  Sections A and B state that adequate headroom is met and the dormer is 500mm below the ridge. This has been achieved and clear distance from the parapet walls was also maintained. Section C specifies front dormers should not be introduced where they interrupt an existing continuity of roofscape and clearly this is not the case as the neighbour has a front dormer. Section D is similar to point C above and also emphasises that the dormer windows should be subordinate to the windows below and this is clearly demonstrated. 
The extension clearly meets policies 2.8.13 & 2.8.14 and matches with the neighbours’ front dormer giving an overall continuity. 

Yours sincerely
Alexander Sebba
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